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- MENTAL MAGNETISM. 


This new science, commonly called Animal Magnetism, 
will be practically illustrated by 


r W. H. HALSE, ESQ. 


| And three Young Ladies, on four successive Evenings, at the 
CITY HALL, 110, CHANCERY LANE 
HALL OF SCIENCE, CITY ROAD, FINSBURY, 


Seven doors from Featherstone 
the Evening. Admission 


N.B. As Mr. Halse finds that Lecturing and Discussion dis- 
turb his magnetizing powers, he will reserve himself for the illus- 
trative parts, and call in the talented aid of his relative, Mr. Carlile, 
for the description and defence. Two triers or objectors will be 
allowed on the Platform; and a chairman appointed. 

The following important and most interesting facts are estab- 
lished in this science. Seta. 
` 1st.— That the primary physical sensations of the human being 


as thoroughly as under their state of death, verified by the test of 
the monster Electrical Battery, at the Adelaide Gallery, on one 
of the ladies, and by the electrical eek, $ 
2nd.—That under the complete paralysis, prostration, or tem- 
porary death of the primary physical sensations, Ahey may be re- 
called to life and health at the will and pleasure of the operating 
magnetizer. : 


called into life,exhibiting the most perfect memory of past Ше and 
А, action, and a purer or brighter intellectual power than in common 
к Е | co pee a sight without the eye, and a hearing without the 

| .  earj a taste without the palate, and a/smell without the nostrils' 


"Ra ing all the intermediate offices. 


Mr. Halse is open for engagement to illustrate before any 
Scientific Institutions or private parties, and to receive patients in 
his profession of Medical Galvanism, from Eleven to Four daily, 
at the City Hall, 110, Chancery Lane; leaving town on the 18th 
instant, over the holidays. | | | 
Alfred Carlile, Printer, Water - lane, Fleet-st. | A 
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LECTURE ДД 


Street, south ; at Eight o'clock in 
b “в 4 


Tuesday Evening, December 14.. Hall of Science, 


Wednesday do. ditto 15..City Hall, p. 
Thursday do. ditto 16. Hall of Science, 
Friday do. ditto 17..City Hall. 


may be suspended, by the magnetizing power of the will of another, 


3rd.—That while the primary sensations are in sleep, as deep as. 
_ death, a new class of internal, secondary or mental sensations arè ` 


power! and a touch without contact. A magnetic fluid performr - 


coro nn stralrve wit tire truth Or wxcsmerisur — — 
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| Spontaneous Catalepsy---Artificial Catalepsy induced in 
| waking state---Catalepsy in the Mesmeric state---Increa: 
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MESMERISM! 


On Wednesday Evening, July 19th, 1843, 
Mr. J. N. BAILEYX 


WILL DELIVER THE FIRST OF A COURSE OF 


THREE LECTURES 


MESMERISM, 


A In the Hall of the National Association, 


212, HIGH HOLBORN", 


The Second Lecture will be on Wednesday, July 26th, and the 
Third on Wednesday, August And. 


SSB x 
SYLLABUS OF THE COURSE. 


LECTURE I. 


Introductory remarks---Brief sketch of the History of Mes- 
merism---Modes of Mesmerising---Modes of awakening Som- 
nambulists---Objections to Mesmerism---Experiments demon- 
strative of the truth of Mesmerism. $ 


LECTURE if, 


Spontaneous Catalepsy---Artificial Catalepsy induced in the 
waking state---Catalepsy in the Mesmeric state---Increase of 
Physical strength hy Mesmerie Agency---Curative powers of 
Mesmerism--- Demonstrations and Ex periments. 


LECTURE XXI, 

Division of the Mesmeric state into Stages---Phreno- Mesme- 
rism---Hypothesis of suggestive Dreaming- -- М esmeric Thought- 
reading---Sympathy of taste and feeling---Clairvoyance---Illus- 
trations and Experiments. 


To commence al half-past Eight o'clock precisely. 
Apuission to the Body of the Hall, 2d.; to the Gallery, 3d. 
ааа ааа а ee و‎ 


MASON, PRINTER, CLERKENWELL GREEN. 
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TWO LECTURES 


WILL BE DELIVERED BY MR. 


Ox TUESDAY 18th, & THURSDAY 20th Inst., 


AT THE 
Mechanics’ Znstlitutéon, 
SOUTHAMPTON BUILDINGS, HOLBORN, 
The Rev. JABEZ BURNS, has Engaged to Preside; 
Several Experiments will be Performed During the Evening 


The Seat of Disease Ascertained, 
FROM WHICH ANY PARTY MAY BE SUFFERING, 


And any Book in the English Language Read, although 
the Eyes shall be Perfectly Closed. 
Any Phrenological Organ will be called into Exercise 
without Contact. 
Admission SIXPENCE Each.—Boxes and Reserved Seats, 
ONE SHILLING, =н 
Which may be had of Starie, 166, High Holborn; Hill, 10, Long Acre; and 16, 
Great Turnstile, Lincoln’s Inn Fields; Chennell's Coffee House, Waterloo-rd. ; 
Hart’s Hotel, 159, Aldersgate-st.; 26, Warner-st., Dover-rd.; Hinckly’s Coffee 


House, Blackman-st., Boro’ ; Stevens, 80, Theobald’s-rd. ; Watson, 167, Fleet-st. А 
Purvis, Baker, Blackfriars-rd. ; and at the Library of the Institution. 


„ LECTURE TO COMMENCE AT SEVEN O'CLOCK. 
(J. Н. Starie, Printer, 166, High Holborn. 
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T ka maesmerism & Mesmer phrenology. 


— 00 — 
ee AN EXHIBITION 
Vii ee MR EDS › ОР 
230109 210502302540 FE BSN OMB FF A.. 
Will take place every WEDNESDAY EVENING, | 
4t Mr, J. N. BAILEY'S Apartments, 63, Hatton Garden, 
COMMENCING AT 8 O'CLOCK PRECISELY. 
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ADMISSION, ONE SHILLING. 


Е 
^" 
— ———ä6—j 


es 2 Lu 
à Lx м 
3 M р, 
2 Wu ot Җ $ 
E k 4 i ^ 
$ d $ [ К фы. 
ы е, a 
i Г 7 P „ 
A * e ч 
* de i - 
P » 4 ч 
‚& 3 = 4 
T = 
` m 
Я * 
Ky d 
P Y, "aia 
$ nr * à: bri * * 
E v 4 * b 
4 
nm À C 


THE KENTISH 


INDEPENDENT, 


Of Saturday next, February 10th, will contain: 


A Defence of MESWERISM ! 


FROM THE ATTACKS OF THE 


Greenwich Doctors 
лл ыл JOURNALS, a 


s Porritt, Royal-hill, and Mis oe 4, South-s 


Ј.АсЫәха. Praner, К entish Independont Offic 


WHAT IS 
MESMERISM. CLAIRVOYANCE 
ELECTRO-BIOLOGY, & SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATIONS ? 
READ TER “a RN WORK, 


2 


Mr. E. HARDIN GE, 37, "alil Street, Portman Square. 


Price 1s., Post Free 15. 4d. 


———— 


Geo. Nichols, Printer, Earl's Court, Leicester Square. 
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ANINAL 


MAGNETISM, 


VINDICATED AND PROVED. 


MR. C. HOLMES 


Member of the Christian Pisani) Society of London, 
WILL GIVE ONE MORE 


LECTURE, 


MEETS PRE IRING 


| 
| IN THE HALL OF THE INSTITUTE, 


CHELMSFORD, 
FRIDAY NEXT, JULY 14. 


| The Phenomena which Mr HOLMES will produce on a BR man, will be of a very extraordinary 
| | character, and which will shew that Animal Magnetism is a reality, and capable of being applied to 
| great good in various ways. Mr. HOLMES will exhibit the Phenomena of Clairvoyance, and the ex- 


— 
— 


citation of the Cerebral organs; and will answer the objections of the opponents of the science, and 


| | refute the charge of collusion. 
{ ADMISSION :—To the body of the Mall, Is. ;—( Reserved Seats, Is. 6d. ;)—Gallery, 6d. 


| TO COMMENCE AT EIGHT OCLOCK. 
Li TICKETS to be had of Mr. A. COPLAND, and Messrs. MEGGY & CHALK, Chelmsford. 


\ 
TN „Some Gentlemen of the Town have promised their assistance to Mr. HOLMES, to endea- 
P vour to operate upon Individuals from amongst the audience, after the Lecture, 


A. COPLAND, PRINTER, HIGH STARE, в: SELEY ORD. 
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On Wednesday Evening, July 19th, 1843, 
Mr. J. N. BAILEY 


WILL DELIVER THE FIRST OF A COURSE OF 


THREE LECTURES 


MESMERISM, 


In the Hall of the National Association, 
242, HIGH HOLBORS. 


The Second Lecture will be on Wednesday, July 26th, and the 
Third on Wednesday, August 2nd. 


»4-6 چو 
SYLLABUS OF THE COURSE.‏ 


Introductory remarks---Brief sketch of the History of Mes- 
merism---Modes of Mesmerising--- Modes of awakening Som- 
nambulists---Objections to Mesmerism---Experiments demon- 
strative of the truth of Mesmerism. 


LECTURE XJ. 

Spontaneous Catalepsy---Artificial Catalepsy induced in the 
waking state---Catalepsy in the Mesmeric state---Increase of 
Physical strength by Mesmeric Agency---Curative powers of 
Mesmerism---Demonstrations and Experiments. 


Lj C 0 Ug IRE XXX, 

Division of the Mesmeric state into Stages---Phreno-Mesme- 
rism---Hypothesis of suggestive Dreaming- --M esmeric Thought- 
reading---Sympathy of taste and feeling---Clairvoyance---lllus- 
trations and Experiments, 


To commence at half-past Eight o'clock precisely. 
Apuissiox to the Body of the Hall, 24.; to the Gallery, 3d. 


MASON, PRINTER, CLERKENWELL GREEN, 


3. T 
м 


& ^ E uk 81 Р Fr- 3 ке ES * з 
/ eee „лы Ms. nh DEM 


oer OI a ee э ta 


cct diens —— 


— —— —ÀÀ 


І 
f 
| 
ў 


THE MESMERISTS GAZETTE, 


Se 77 PEE 
HOW. TO MESMERISE 


benomena.of Animal Magnetism can be 
—— means. For instance, a correspond- 
wer Mr. "peace Hali’s ‘ Phreno-megnet,’ affirms that 
— bas induced the Mesmerie sleep, or coma as it 13 tech- 
ea into the eye and pressing the thumbs, 
3, By looking into the eye and making passes over the 
head. 
3. By looking inte the eap. ao 

By pressing t um e. 1 
m —— —— ho we ver, is the mode generally practised. 
The individual to be mesmerised is seated im a comfortable 

osture iu an arm chair, his hands reclining on the arms of 
the chair, his knees gently bent forward, and his feet rest- 
ing upon à foot-stool or cushion. The mesmerist then 
seats himself immediately fronting his patient, gazmg in. 
tently on his countenance, and retaining a slight hold of 
the hands. So soon as, Ње eyes of the patient begin to 
dilate, the customary passes are performed, and the mes- 
meric steep is the result, The passes are thus made ;— 
| the mesmerist strokes his patient repeatedly, but yet 
steadily as possible, with the palms of his hands and 
fingers in oue direction downwards, from extremity to ex- 
tremity ; i e., from the head to the feet. But especial 
cate must be observed in making the returning, or up- 
ward stroke, s0 as not to disturb the effects of the previous 
stroke downward. For this purpose the palms must be 
extended outward,and the hands gently, yet expeditiously, 
throwa rouad in a semicircle. 

To the above mstructions ‘howto mesmerise,’ we 
venture to add the subjoined from some very cleverly 
translated ‘ Extracts from Testes Manuel Practique de 
Magnetisme Animal, now in course of publicatien in 
the Mesmerist, a periodical edited by Mr. Bayley, and 
devoted, as its title indicates, to Mesmerism. 

„Deleuze, in his instructions, lays down the following 

| theorems: — 

‘Ist. Man has the faculty of exercising upon his 
| fellows a salutary influence in disecting towards them, 
| by his will, the principle which animates and sustains 
| life: 
|5‘ 2nd. To this faculty is given the name of Magnet- 
| ism; it is an extension of the power which all living 
| beings possess of acting upon such of their own organs 
| as are in subjection to their will. 

‘3rd. We only perceive this faculty or power by its 

мре and only make use of it in so far as we will to 
о зо. 
‘4th. Then the first condition required in magnetising 
is to will. 
| As no profession of faith is involved in the system of 
| Magnetism, the spiritualists as well as the materialists 
| may, so far as they understacd magnetic phenomena, 
| attribute their origination either to a spiritual or mate- 
| rerial cause. It 1emains no lees certain that the princi- 
pies deduced from these phenomena are in fact she 
rigorous expression of the truth. The tili is not a chi- 
merical being, but a real power; and this power, to 
which all the other mora! and intellectual faculties are 
subordinate, not only rules the organization of the indi- 
'vidual who possesses it, but can also re-act upon the 
beings who surround him. The will is then nearly every- 
thing for me in Magnetism: and the act of the Magnet- 
iser is reduced, so to speak, tu a knowledge how-to im- 
print his ewn will to the purpose. 

' But to have a just idea of Magnetism, it is of con- 
sequence to comprehend thoroughly the sense of this 
proposition, which, at first view, presents some hing so 
abstract that it prevents some people from studying the 
facts which it involves. Now all these facts combine to 
prove that there exists in man, and most probably in all 
organized beings, a subtle agent, the cause or the result 
of life. (it is unknown which), transmissible from one 
individual to ano her, and which establishes, by this 
transmission, a sort of intimate association between the 
living correspondents who experience the effects of it. 
This is а summary of the whole theory of the fuid 
Min is made to play so important a part by Magnet- 
Isers, This theory, like ali others of the same species, 
1s only something like а rational hypothesis, which may 
— to explain phenomena impossible to be accounted 

otherwise. Is is not our desire to exaggerate the 
value of this hypothesis; but for want of data more eer- 
tain, we aek permission of our readers to use it as the 
base of the precepts we are about to dictate; precepts 


which the experi 
legitimate,’ perience of facts alone suffices to render 


| gravely, remove from the patient al persons 
| clog your operations, only retain the Becessary wit 


‘Thus we find that the magnetic fluid is put ia 
by the will; but, as our organs serve for its — 
gestures become, in Consequence, indispensable - 
iliaries to ali mental action. Hence, if these — Д 
these manual processes; be really gifted with an int ares, 
value, they ought to be studied by all who would — 
tise Magnetism.’ prac- 
* Ordinary Methed according to Deleuze —W 
have agreed and are in a disposition to treat { 


motion 


hen you 
he subject 
Who may 


nesses (one if possible) and request them not to ocean, 
themselves with the processes you employ, nor with "s 
effects that may be produced, but to unite their toy 
volent intentions with yours. Make arrangements {ө 
be neither too warm nor too cold; and in order ‘thas 
nothiag may cramp the freedom of your movements 
take precautions against interruption during the sitting.’ 

* Make your patient sit in the most commodious man- 
ner possible ; place him opposite to you upon a seat а 
little more elevated than your own, and in such a po- 
sition that his knees may be between yours, and your 
feet at the side of his. Request him to abandon himself - 
to think ef nothing particularly, not to distract himself 
by considering the effecte he may experience; endea- 
your to remeve all fear, to excite hope, and persuade 
him not to be discouraged or uneasy if the action of 
Magnetism should eceasion him momentary pain. 

When you feel collected, take hold of his thumbs in 
such a way as that the interior of your thumb may 
touch the interior of his, and fix your eyes upon him. 
You should remain in this position from two to five 
minutes, or until you feel an equal warmth established 
between his thumbs and yours; this done, withdraw 
your bands in a direction one to the righs, the other to 
the left, turning them so that the interior surface be out 
wards, then raise them to the patients head; then put 
them on his shoulders, and keep them there abouta 
minute. then carry them along his arms to the extremity 
of his fingers with a gentle touch. You should repeat 
this pass five or six times, turning your hands, and re- 
moving them a little from the body when you raise 
them. You may new place your hands upon the pa- 
tients head, hold them there 2 moment, and then bring 
them down. passing in front of the face at the distance 
of one or two inches to the pit of the stomach; there 
yon remain about two minutes, placing the thumbs on 
the pit of the stomach, the fingers stretched out on each 
side. Then you descend ; itis necessary then to operate 
in quietness, if possible without company, in places 
which inspire neither emotion nor constraint, and ap- 
proach the patient so asto place your hands behind his 
shoulders, desc: nding slowly along the spine, and thence 
to the haunches, and along the thighs to the knees, or to 
the feet. After the first passes, you may dispense with 
placing your hand upon the head, and make the ensuing 
on the arms, commencing at the shoulders; and on the 
body, commencing at the stomach. 

This method is in general suited for first trials. But 
I think 1 may remark, that the соп:асі of the hands 
with the head and the chest is not indispensible, but 
rather a subjeet of distraction which adds nothing to the 
efficacy of the process. Also the passes along the 
have no markéd effect, and I do not practise them. In 
fine, any kind ef direct touch appears to me superfiuons, 
as well as unpleasant, and leads to no improved practice. 

Most ordinarily 1 stand before the person 1 wish fo 


magnetise, and even ata short distance ; after the few 
minutes collection of the — v nm 22 
every experiment, I raise my s as as - 
ча, and I direct my passes from above to below before 
the face, the baeast, and the abdomen, only each time I 
raise my hand, I take eare to allow my fingers to fall — 
such a manner as that their backs may be turned to Ра 
patient in ascending, and their inner surface during the 
passes. This method is simple, too simple, perhaps; 
and E only recommend it 10 be empioyed ot po 
accustomed to magnetising, and easily suaceptibis 2 
Operator’s power. The method of Dele —— 
slight modifications I һауе spoken of, is much 
ferred for first attempts. Bat, after . 
will succeed if it inspire confidence im those 

loy it. 
Р E our next GazETrE we will pre» ent some remarks 
descriptive of the individuals who шау 
most predisposed and likely to receiv 
fluence. 


THE MESMERIST'S GAZETTE. 


HOW TO DEMESMERISE. : 
yocess necessary to awaken the somnambulist 
is termed Demesmerising. Tbis is etfected by, Simpy 
making passes the reverse of those by which the mes 
meric sleep has been induced. The mesmerist Pe iG 
himself for the operation by placing his hands back to 
Pack, instead of, as previously, extending the palms. 
The hands are then moved rapidly one from another 
before the face of the patient, and then, by degre x. 
the passes are contioued iu a downward direction, i.e, 
from the head to the lower extremities. Three thin s 
are, however, absolutely necessary on the part of the 
operator —caution, patience, and confidence. Failing 
in either of these he will experience great difficulty— 
not unaccompanied by some danger in restoring the 
patient io his naturalstate. Before, therefore, at empt- 
to Demesmerise the operator must dismiss from his 
mind every thought unconnected with the process upon 
which he is engaged—he must, in fact, concentrate all 
his mental faculties to one point, a perfect willing that 
the somnambulist shalt awaken. There should not exist 
the slightest trepidation—the least mental doubt of his 
own irresistible power to produce what he desires! * In 
general, says Teste, in his Practical manual of animal 
magnetism,’ the time spent in awakening is long in pro- 
portion to the length of the sleep. 1 have sometimes 
though rarely, employed half an hour at it. What 18 
happily still more rare is the absolute impossibility of 
succeeding; this happens when you would awaken cer- 
tain somnambulists against their will, or when, through 
some unknown physiolig cal circumstance, your som- 
nambulist must sleep a determinate time. which is not 
yrt past. Waitz aud commence operations when the 
propitious time shall arrive. 

As to nervous accidents, you will avoid them by pro- 
ceeding with caution, slowly if need be, add always with 
patience. lt sometimes happens, whatever be done, 
that these will oecur, but it is only an affair of a few 
momen:s to assuage them. 

If there still remain a tendency to sleep, recommend 
a few hours’ repose in bed; for somnambulists have 
found in some few hours of magnetic sleep as much re. 
freshment as ina whole night of ordinary repose. 

We may quote the following newspaper paragrapb, 
amusing in itself, although it might have proved a serious 
affair, as an illustration (if true, and we see no reason why 
it should not be so) of the mischievous folly of parties 
attempting to play at mesmerism, who are total!y igoorant 
of it as a science, and who do not possess that self-reliance 
which is absolutely necessary for its successful practice: — 

MESMER IN PeTicoaTs.—Animal magnetism rules the 
hour “in these parts,’ to the exclusion of almost every other 
subject. An instance of the trath of this took place the 
other day in the neighbourhood of Stonehaven, which was 
the cause of a good deal of amusement to some parties, 
and warning to others; While with those more immedi- 
ately concerned, it will, perhaps, have the effect of clap- 
ping а stopper on their reseayches. Two servant girls, 
who had been present at a lecture ов the new science, de- 
termined, 1t appears, to settie their wavering opinions on 
fhe subject by a mode that would, in their eyes, be com- 
pletely infallible,—by their own experience, Having 
watched the motions of the operator, nothing seemed to 
them more simple than his зррогійс gesticnlations. The 
staring, the waving of the bands, the pressing of the 
thumbs, &c., were all gone through, and in. due season’ 
the patient fell asleep. Тһе laudable curiosity of the 
Operatress was so far gratified; but she no sooner saw her 
К cana fal eae eare darme: 
Cat att ot chee qu ae and letting alone the craniologi- 
Seer. Triste Performance, proceeded to awaken the 
5 per. 1$ Was, however, no easy matter, She hugged 
n А sed upon her, but all in vain; till at 
alarmed the h е by an agony of terror, her screaming 
«орь е house. The master and mistress made their 
PLNS NS and successively used their utmost efforts t 

n the slumberi Em 
and thither, prick ПЕ meimeree. Bhe was pulled hither 
water, still all to ig mura pits; egg wit cold 
rates ейи Hors ded after tine. hat entf. 
Some time with them М — 4 fain балып 2e 8 
citeumstance of я ш; ucceeded in demesmerisjog ber, A 
some boys at on е nature closed the experiments of 
Monda € of the rope-manufactories in t 

Y last.— Aberdeen Herald. ES 
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THE MESMERISTS GAZETTE, 


<“ Circumstances,” to adopt Robert Owen's favour. 


ite phrase, “over which we had no control, have left 


us no time for preparing our. promised paper * on the 
individuals most likely to possess and receive the mes. 
meric influence.“ We must, therefore, defer it for our 
next GAZETTE, giving in its stead an extract or two 
from Dr. Elliotson's recently published * Numerous 
Cases of Surgical Operations without Pain in the 
Mesmeric State," which are so far valuable, as indi. 
cating some of the physical blessings derivable from 
mesmerism.  Butthese extracts will more particularly 
interest the many who know what itis to endure such 
excruciating agony as called forth from poor Robert 
Burns—the exclamation, 


© Where’er that place be, priests ca’ hell, 
Where a’ the tones o' mis'ry yell, 
And ranked plagues their numbers tell, 
In dreadfu' raw, 
Thou, tooth-ache, surely bear'st the bell 
Amang them a'!“ 


In the summer of 1841 I exhibited such mesmeric facts 
to Dr. Engledue, Mr. Gardiner, and Mr. Prideaux, of 
Hampshire, as to convince them of the reality of mesmerism, 
They have all become powerful and practical supporters 
of the truth. Mr. Gardiner by its means soon afterwards 
cured a young lady in the Isle of Wight of the most dis. 
tressing nervous symptoms, which had long incapacitated 
her from either occupation or amusement, and resisted all 
medical treatment. Besides being cured, she exhibited 
many of the most wonderful mesmeric phenomena, which 
I went over tothe Island to witness. In her state of sleep- 
waking she felt no mechanical injury, and therefore suf- 
fered nothing when a tooth was extracted. I will give the 
particulars of the extraction in the words of Mr. Gar- 
diner :— 

* To the Editor of the Hampshire Telegraph. 

Sia, — Some erroneous reports having been recently 
circulated on the subject of an important and interesting 
experiment, in which Mr. Martin the dentist, of Ports- 
mouth, removed two teeth during the mesmeric trance, 
without the knowledge or suffering on the part of the 
patient, I beg you will favour me by inserting the followiag 
simple statement of the case, Having been interrupted in 
the course of certain mesmerie experiments by a violent 
tootb-ache in one of my patients (whom I had exhibited to 
Drs. Elliotson and Engledue), it occurred to me that the 
insensibility, which ig an invariable concomitant of the 
true sleep-waking state, would afford me an admirable op- 
portunity of benefitting the sufferer, and of extending the 
application of mesmerism. My friend, Dr. Eagledue, 
obtained the assistance of Mr. Martin, a gentleman who 
knew little, and believed less, about mesmerism, and who 
decidedly questioned the practicability of the proposed 
operation, Не came. In two minutes the patient (a young 
lady) was in the perfect mesmeric trance, and therefore 
insensible. Mr. Martin seized the tooth (a molar or jaw 
tooth) with the forceps, purposely prolonged the wrench 
(as agreed upon by Dr. Engledue prior to bis visit, in 
order to test thoroughly the insensibility of the patient), 
and drew forth the touth. Not a pang or symptom of suf- 
Jering! In a short time I restored the patient to her natural 
state іп the usual manner. Upon being told that the tooth 
had heen extracted, she exclaimed, * Did I feel it? a sine 
gular greeting to a dentist’s ears! Mr. Martin then pro- 
ceeded to examine her mouth, and suggested the removal 
of another tooth, The patient laughingly consented, and 
sat again. In one minute and a balf I again entranced her, 
and she became of course insensible as before. The tooth 
being in an advanced stage of decay, was crushed under 
the instrument, and the remnants were with much trouble 
extracted. 

‘During the whole of this trying operation net a groan 

or complaint escaped the patient. Shortly afterwards I 
again restored her, upon which she turned to the glass to 
ascertain whether or not she had really lost the second 
tooth. It would be difficult to determine which party 
evinced the greater degree of delight and astonishment,— 
the one having witnessed a novel and most astounding 
phenomenon,—the other having been unconsciously, almost 
magically, freed from hec tormentors. 

* [ have confined myself to a simple narration cf facts, 
and shall not trespass on your columns by detailing the 
general phenomena of mesmerism which are nevertheless 
of the highest importance and interest. Whenever а new 
truth із advanced, short-sighted individuals immediately 
ask ‘ Cui bono ?—There is an answer. 

* I remain, Sir, your obedient Servant, У 
Јонм В. W. S. GARDINER. 
€ Portsmouth, Dec. 9th, 1841.’ Ж 
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Mr. Ргіаеаох, who practises at Southampton, bas had 
extraordinary experience in this way, and obliged me with 
the following letter:— 

‘My dear Sir, 

‘In compliance with your wishes, І have great plea- 
sure in furnishing you with a few brief particulars of the 
cases in which I have operated on the teeth of patients 
when in a state of magnetic sleep. My first information of 
the operation of tooth extraction having been performed 
during this state, and without pain to the patient, was 
derived from Teste's '* Manuel Pratique du Magnétisme 
Animal," published in Paris in 1840; a work not known 
in this country so much as it deserves to be. Upon be- 
coming myself a magnetiser, I naturally became desirous 
of trying an experiment so applicable in my own pro- 
fession, and an opportunity soon presented itself, A patient 
I was then in the babit of frequently entrancing, and who 
when іо this state bad always shown insensibility to the 
ordinary tests of feeling, such as pricking, pinching, &e., 
bad a great number of decayed teeth and stumps, from 
which she suffered so much, without being able to summon 
resolution to undergo their extraction, as gladly to em- 
brace my proposal of being operated upon in the mesmeric 
state, During the next magnetic sitting, I took the op- 

ortunity of removing two of the most troublesome teeth, 
and with the most perfect success. The patient sat with 
the hands quietly folded in the lap, the countenance was 
placid and serene, and the whole attilude that of repose; in 
short, not the slightest trace of mental emotion was per- 
ceptible, and upon being awakened, it was not till she had 
examined her mouth that she could credit the reality of 
ber painless release from her tormentors. 

‘I should bave proceeded in the task of extraction on 
this occasion, but it appeared to me a pity that a pbeno- 
menon во interesting in its results to every friend of hu- 
manity, from the new era it promised to introduce in ope- 


rative surgery, and withal so calculated,to carry conviction 


to the minds of sceptics, should he shrouded in compara- 
tive privacy, (only one friend was present,) and I accor- 
dingly resolved to defer the extraction of the remainder. 
and invite a party of medical men to be eye-witnesses of 
the operation, 1 took an early opportunity of doing so, 
and on this occasion extracted two teeth and three stumps 
from the patient, who, to their great amazement, шапі» 
fested the same insensibility and indifference to the ope- 
ration as before. 

‘Ihave since extracted from the same patient seven 
teeth and eight stumps, at three different sittings, (making 
in the whole, eleven teeth and eleven stumps,) with 
equally satisfactory results, and I may remark that the 
patient being comparatively a young person, no absorption 


of the alveolar process and gum had taken place, and all 


the teeth were firmly rooted. 

“On the last occasion, five teeth and two stumps were €x- 
tracted preparatory to ner being supplied with a set of 
artificial teeth. Several were from the front of the mouth, 
and as tooth after tooth was extracted, the patient Was ex- 
cessively diverted at the alteration in her appearance; 
in fact she could with difficulty control her laugh- 
ter; and as soon as the operation was over she called 
for a looking-glass, and holding it up before her closed 
eyes, examined her mouth attentively, drawing back 
the lips on eitherside with her fingers to get a better 
view, and finishing by a hearty fit of laughter at the droll 
figure she presented with her mouth almost toothless. 
This sitting was witnessed by a friend of mine, Mr. Henry 
Goode, B.A., of Pembroke College, Cambridge, who 
chanced to be spending a few days with me at the time, 
and who will be happy on all occasions to corroborate the 
account I have just given, as well as to produce the teeth 

extracted if required. 

‘I have extracted single teeth from three other patients 
during mesmerie sleep, with equally satisfactory results, 
the insensibility being evidently perfect. In fact, in two of 
these cases, the patients were utterly unconscious during 
their mesmeric state that any operation had been performed 
on them, being engaged in a conversation on another sub- 
Ject at the time, which suffered no interruption, beyond a 
slight indistinctness in articulation during the few seconds 

Пе instrument was in the mouth. 

A fifth patient, on whom I have operated during the 
Mesmeric state, is a young lady who required to have 
several of her molares separated with a file on account of 

_the commencement of decay, and one stopped. I found 
et a most troublesome and restless patient, in her natural 
state, shrinking when the cavity in her tooth was touched, 


and complaining pt. e: аёнй; 
sation of fl ng greatly of the unpleasantness of the sen 


trial in doti в. Т succeeded in entrancing her at the first 
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ut à minutes, and in this state she allowed me 
as rate Pis. зо hours with the most passive indifference, 
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* This саве is I think interesting and valuable 
some evidence in favour of an opinion I brought 
analogical grounds, in my pamphlet on the Mental Fu 
tions, viz.: that there are distinct sets of nerves for feeli Ce 
and temperature, an idea which you have since informed us 
suggested itself to Darwin, from seeing a case of ен e 
in which the sense of temperature remained after feeling 
was lost. 8 

‘The subject is certainly one of importance, and I have 
made several attempts since to isolate these two senses, and 
іп one patient with perfect success. The means I emplo 
are, the application to the skin of a glass stopper heated to 
a temperature just below what would suffice to raise д 
blister, to test the sensibility to temperature, and priekin 
with a common needle, te test that of ordinary sensation: 
and I possess the power of rendering the patient sensible to 
the heated stopper and insensible to the needle, or insensi. 
ble to the heated stopper and sensible to the pricking, or 
insensible or sensible to both, at pleasure, ? 

* Believe me, my dear Sir, yours very sincerely, 


‘J. S. Рирвлтх,’ 
Southampton, Nov, 20th, 18422 
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follies, vanities, and indiscretions, knows that my | 


heart is right and my intentions just. To Him I 
look with confidence for help, not for my own sake, 
but for those unoffending dear ones who have been 
brought into the world by my means. I will not 
despair then, but look forward with hope, and per- 
haps the clouds which hang over the dawn of 1839 
may, by the blessing of Providence, clear away by its 
noon . * * Still hoping at fifty ! 

Jan. 1, 1840.— To-day another year opens upon me 
with a vast load of debt and many incumbrances. I 
am suffering under constant anxiety and depression 
of spirits, which nobody who sees me in society dreams 
of; but why should I suffer my own private worries 
to annoy my friends ? ” 

He died on the 24th August 1842, deeply in debt, 
and leaving five children totally unprovided for. “A 
subscription was by and by opened at Messrs Ran- 
som's. The executors, and two or three old friends 
in middle life, headed it by very liberal sums—L.100 
each ; but few, very few, of those who had either profited 
as politicians by Theodore Hook’s zeal and ability, or 
courted him in their lofty circles for the fascination of his 
wit, have as yet been found to show any feeling for his un- 
fortunate offspring. We must mention one very gene- 
rous exception: his majesty, the king of Hanover, 
the instant he understood the circumstances, trans- 
mitted L.500. Two members of Mr Hook's own 
family have come forward also in a manner worthy 
of their high characters, to an extent, we believe, not 
altogether convenient for their means. But still, 
down to this hour, the result is trifling-~wholly ina- 
dequate to the necessities of the afflicting case.” Hear 
all this, ye children of genius, tremble, and be wise ! 


RECENT DEMONSTRATIONS IN 
: MESMERISM. 


MESMERISM has lately been much in vogue in Paris 
and London. Even in our own cool and sagacious 
northern region, it has attracted great attention, 
chiefly in consequence of the exhibitions of a few lec- 
turers, one of whom had a train of no fewer than fifty 
patients. The philosophical, with a few exceptions, 
grieve and proclaim their disbelief ; the knowing set it 
all down as one of those dexterous impostures which 
from time to time astonish the simple ; some hesitat- 
ingly acknowledge that they are more at a loss to dis- 
believe than to believe, so powerful has been the evi- 
dence presented to them ; another class, if we may 
judge from symptoms, give full credence, but endea- 
vour to bury their convictions in their own bosoms, 
the confession being so sure to expose them to deri- 
sion. In so extraordinary a state of matters, we may 
perhaps be allowed to give a selection of observations 
made by ourselves and others, merely to convey some 
knowledge of this so-called science to such as may 
have a curiosity on the subject, which they possess no 
other means of readily gratifying. 

The simplest class of the alleged phenomena are 
those in which a community of sensation between the 
patient and another person in contact has been shown. 
These peculiar phenomena have been exhibited on 
many occasions by a young female under cure for cata- 
lepsy in Glasgow. Sitting in the trance, with a close 
bandage over her eyes, and the hands of the operator in 
hers, she tells the taste of any stuff put into his mouth 
and shrinks with pain when he is pricked, though she 
does not do so when she is herself pierced with a pin. 
An observer, brought to witness the experiments 
states as follows: “ I had a few strong ginger lozenges 
in my pocket; I placed one of them in his mouth 
while he was holding the patient’s hands in his. He 
then asked her, in a low voice, what she had in her 
mouth? Her lips moved, as if in the act of tasting 
and she replied without hesitation, * It is ginger.’ I 
then took the operator's seat, silently putting into 
my own mouth a quantity of common salt, from a 
salt-dish on the table. I took firm hold of the patient’s 
hands, and she was again asked what she had in her 
mouth. Her lips moved again, as in the act of tastin g 
and she hesitated. I had up till this time kept the 
salt on my tongue, without any action or suction, so 
that it was not dissolved, or, at all events, had never 
touched the palate. 'lhe operator told me to swallow 
the substance which I had in my mouth. This I accord- 
ingly did, and she immediately said, It is salt.’ 
| Several of the other visitors tried other substances— 

= Sugar, water, ginger again—and she never failed to 
state with perfect correctness what the substance was 
One of the gentlemen who accompanied ; 
sitting opposite th i i нада Tu hin; 
tting opposite the patient, holding her hands in his, 

, aad when we pulled his hair, or pinched his arm, or- 


, 
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various effects upon a patient by the silent exercise of 
will. A healthy young female was under the mes- 
meric trance in a private house in Glasgow, in March 
last. * A gentleman stood two or three feet from the 
chair she occupied, and looked intently upon her left, 
hand, which lay quietly upon her lap, with the view 
of influencing her to raise it. In a short time both 
hands rose. ‘The gentleman then wished only the left 
hand to fall; but both hands fell together. The 
sleep of this patient having been renewed by another 
person, and her eyes again bound up, he once or twice 
caused her hands to rise by the influence of his will 
alone. being premised that light is offensive to 
such a patient, and that they see only in its reverse— 
darkness—we proceed to state that the mesmeriser 
left the room, and shut the door, behind which he 
mentally wished * Come to me." "The girl gave a 
start, turned her head round, and then, rising slowly 
and gracefully, walked across the room to the door, 
which she opened, when, meeting a glare of light, she 
turned back with an expression of fear.* Another 
witness on a subsequent evening repeated these ex- 
periments with the greatest precautions as to ban- 
daging of the eyes, and succeeded in raising her hand, 
as before. He adds :—“I had arranged in the fore- 
noon with one of the gentlemen present, that, at a 
time to be indicated by myself, and without notice to 
the operator, he should leave the room and go through 
а passage, and into another room, and that, at the 
end of three minutes, he should wish the patient to 
come to him. I had been told that, on several pre- 
vious occasions, а person had gone out of the room, 
and at once expressed a wish that she should follow, 
and that she had immediately done so. But I thought 
it possible that she might so follow because she heard 
the person go out. To test the experiment properly, 
therefore, I arranged, as I have stated, that the gentle- 
man who went out should not conceive his wish till the 
expiration of the time I have mentioned. "When the 
three minutes had elapsed, I looked towards the 
patient, and observed that she still kept her seat; 
but she was sitting forward in an attitude of atten- 
tion, as if listening, and she continued thus for nearly 
three minutes longer. Thinking that the experiment 
had failed, I said to the operator that he had better 
speak to her. He accordingly approached her, and, 
taking her hand, inquired if she wanted anything. 
She said, What is it you wish me todo? Nothing, 
he answered; ‘I did not wish anything.’ But he had 
misunderstood her question. It was evident from 
what followed that she was asking for directions from 
him as to what she ought to do. Не then said to her, 
‘Do you hear anything” * Yes,’ she replied, ‘a voice 

calls me.“ Well, then, go,’ said the operator. She 

now rose from her seat, and came into the middle of 
the room ; but the light from the fire, into which this 

movement had brought her, seemed to confuse her, 

and, after some hesitation, she said to the operator, I 

eannot find the way—put me on the way.’ On this he 

led her to the door, and set her face towards the dark- 

ness. As soon as this was done, she went on with con- 

fidence, and without hesitation— walked through the 

dark passage—went straight into the room in which 

the gentleman was—and proceeded to the particular” 
corner in which he was standing."T 

We have made particular inquiries as to the cha- 
racter of the individuals who reported these facts, and 
are satisfied that they are respectable persons, who 
wrote as they thought they had seen. 

Phrenology has become strangely complicated with 
mesmerism, in consequence of many persons in the 
mesmeric sleep manifesting various sentiments when 
the appropriate organs were touched. This combina- 
tion took its rise, we believe, in America, and we 
have already given an account of some of its early ap- 
pearances in that quarter of the world. Now, boys 
taken off the street and mesmerised, are fingered 
through the whole gamut of the human passions with 
the least appearance of difficulty. Early in May, Mr 
Craig, after lecturing on mesmerism in a public hall 
in Edinburgh, and experimenting with persons whom 


he carries along with him as patients, was induced to 


mesmerise a member of the audience for their better 
satisfaction. A man who had once been thrown into 
the sleep before, was with difficulty prevailed upon 
(so says the reporter) to come upon the stage and 
submit to the operator. Complete success seemed to 
attend the experiment, and this man immediately 
became an object of general curiosity. We after- 
wards saw him experimented upon in private, and we 
shall describe what we saw. Let itfirst be understood, 
that the individual in question, though of humble rank 


and education, is in a situation implying approved 
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It is one of the misfortunes of persons in our 
profession to be doomed, on various occasions, to 
| waste our brains іп studying subjects which are not 

only as abstruse as they are uninviting, but which, 
in sober truth, we have no very earnest desire to 
understand, 

For instance, whatdo we know of what is termed 
Phrenology ? Precious little, indeed! It ig a 
study—science we still disdain to call it—which we 

| have pursued with much about the same reluctance 
and aversion as a child swallows a nauseous drug. 
Still we have looked at it, examined it, tasted and 
tried it, but with what result? Not one satisfac- 
| tory to our own mind—not one in which feeling ig 
gratified by conviction—not one in which truth 
stands before you in awful majesty and constraing 
you to worship it. On the other hand, of what ig 
called mesmerism we are still more ignorant, not 
that we have altogether neglected its challenges, 
but because the subject is equally repulsive, and 
appears to us to be ridiculous, 

We are most ready to admit that our ignorance, 
if it be ignorance, arises from our incapacity to 

comprehend the mysteries of these new arts and 
operations. If апу man charges us with ignorance 
on either phrenology or mesmerism, if he make the 
charge upon any valid authority, we shall certainly 
Plead guilty. And yet we are asked to offer an opi- 
nion. Mr. Bratp, of Manchester, a surgeon of un- 
doubted ability and inereasing practice, and whose 
name is not unknown to the lecturing world, hag 
Sent us а book, which is entitled “ NvnvPNoLocv; 
or, the Rationale of Nervous Sleep, considered in те- 
lation with Animal Magnetism.” In return for such 
politeness, and as a proof of the high estimation in 
Which we hold the arts and sciences of Manches- 
ter, we have actually committed the folly of reading 
the volume through most attentively, and now we 
shall tell our readers what we think of its contents, 
We must be brief in our definitions, Phrenology, 
according to Соомве of Edinburgh, and other au- 
E thorities, is a theory in which mind їз supposed to 
be represented by matter—that all the passions and 


sentiments, and mental powers of the human being 


are developed by certain protuberances on his 
cranium, For instance, a man cannot be a great 
poet unless he possess a certain development ; от, 
in other words, if he possess the supposed develop. 
Ment, he is capable of becoming a great poet. 
Mesmerism is а discovery by which a sort of 
Magnetic influence is communicated by an over- 
charged adept in the art to his accomplice or hig 
victims, and under the power of which the said 
accomplice, or hysterical female, either feigns, or 
falls asleep, and in this sleep she dances, 
* kneels, prays, scolds, kicks, steals, embraces, 
into deep love and affection, according 
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On these two absurdities, Mr. Brain, with great 
dexterity, and untiring industry, and with perfect 
honesty of purpose we belíeve—in short, with the 
fanaticism of professional ardour and genius, hag 
constructed a new theory, which beats all Germany 
into fits, and puts M. Dg LAFONTAINE and young 
France into the coal cellar and perpetual shade, 
He has found out that magnetic influence ig hum- 
bug—that one imposition he floors at once, He 
takes the Edinburgh phrenologist by the throat, 
much in the way that a mastiff would a thief in the 
| disguise of a beggar, and after nearly choking him, 
tells him that matter does not think—that matter 

has nothing to do with thinking, as certain infidelg 
_ teach—but that it is the sand upon which mind 

traces its fingers—that it is the slate upon which it 
draws its forms, or records its numbers, or preserveg 
its observations and recollections. The black- 
| smith's arm is not made muscular by its exercise 
of a heavy hammer, but by the mind directing and 
, sustaining it in its valuable labours. Mr. Brarp 
, consequently flings phrenology into the dark wa- 
| ters of the Irwell—a fit hades for such a шой. 
strosity. бам odi 1. 

Now we come to Mr. Ввлр himself. He hag 
thrown phrenology and its materialism overboard 
and he has sent mesmerism to its original father 
a fifth- rate philosopher of Germany. But what 
does he give us inthe room of these exorcised and 
transported spirits? Why, бор help him !—onlya 
more ingenious and refined ideality of both—a re- 

combination and novel presentment of the bones of 
the criminals upon whom he had performed the 
last order of the law. By his scheme, phrenology 
and mesmerism are admitted into partnership un- 
дег new names. Like a Manchester copartnery, 
the house of “ Jones, Smith, and Taylor,” is de- 
clared to be dissolved, under unpleasant circum- 
stances ; but on the next market day the house 
comes out fresh under the firm of “Taylor, Smith 
and Co.,” poor Jones, being a Welshman, consent- 
ing to go last for the sake of appearances, but the 
same parties and no others, being in the new as in 
the old concern. 

This is exactly Mr. Ввлір'ѕ mode of dealing with 
his declaredly original and certainly more specious 
and captivating experiments and their alleged re- 
sults. Before we make any extracts from his really 
ingenious work, it is necessary to premise that the 
effects produced by mesmerism (or a painful strain- 
ing of the eyes, which we have tried and proved 
repeatedly years ago, as provocatives to sleep) on 
the organs as classed by phrenologists, are called 
“hypnotic” effects—that the party so subdued * 
the sleepy influence is supposed to be “ hypnotized 
—that is, in a condition to commit various antics 
under the direction of her medical or philosophical 
operator. Now listen :— à , 

A young girl is hypnotized—she glides into the 
most beautiful hysterics, and what does she do ?— 

“ Besides imitating everything done or said in Eng- 
— a French, Italian, Spanish, 


mer 


— 


саат ае 


— — ꝑ— — 


— — 


Ре — — — 


— — 


N —À 


"oe 


—— 


— 


German, Latin, and even Greek; every word was 
spoken with the utmost precision, and has been done 
several times since before many professional and 
` scientific gentlemen and ladies, who can bear testi- 
mony to the extraordinary fidelity of pronunciation 
and emphasis. I need scarcely add, SHE COULD 
NOT DO so when tested after being awakened.” ! 
This, to begin with, is staggering. It may be 
true; but the reader hasa great deal more to di- 
gest. We quote another case of the same kind :— 


“Miss , entirely ignorant of the subject, and had 
never seen an experiment of the kind, and expected only to 
be attempted to be hypnotized, but whilst she wished to be 
tried, she had expressed to the friend who introduced her, 
that she could not be made to sleep. She exhibited venera- 
tion solemnly, with hope, glowing devotion, and with ideality 
and language, overwhelming ecstasy, expressing her happi- 
ness and prospect of entering into heaven; “self-esteem, 
the most conceited prude ; “ firmness,” most decided; “ ad- 
hesiveness and friendship," and this in one side, and com- 
bativeness and destructiveness,” on the other at pleasure; 
` “imitation” in perfection, speaking correctly every language 
tried ; “ benevolence” extremely marked, to the effusion of 
tears; ‘‘acquisitiveness, conscientiousness, eventuality, the 
desire to eat, smell, spectra,” & e. . She was quite uncon- 
scious of all that had happenzed, and the friend who brought 
her to me knows she bads no prompting, She has been tried 
once since with the same results.“ 


| The ladies зеет to like these hysterical &hibi- 
tions, and we do not wonder at it considering the 
| life the; lead, the meeting houses they attend, апа 
the anwholesome atmosphere they breathe. One 
lady, whom Mr. Brarp touched in her nervous 
sleep, upon the organs of “ constructiveness and 
E he informs us, “drew a very good 
| 
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sketch of a cottage, putting in doors and windows 

correctly.” He does not tell us whether this very 

. eleverlady was taught to draw, but he says that 

she was unconscious of having done so while under 
the subjection of his fingers. 

The following is a very rich illustration, and in 

fairness we give it in the exact words of our 


author :— А 

* At a conversazione а few days after, inthe 
Lady S., Sir Thomas Arbuthnot, Colonel Arbu „Major 
Wilbraham, John Frederick Foster, Esq., chai of the 
quarter sessions, D. Maude, Esq., stipendiary magistrate, 
And many others, both gentlemen and ladies, after exhibit- 
ing the phenomena on those who had been previously tested, 
there was a wish expressed to see some one operated on for 
the first time. 1 offered to try any one present, and a lady 
at length consented, whom I never saw before that day, nor 
since, Sheexhibited all the usual phenomena very decided- 
ly. Under “ acquisitiveness," she stole two handkerchiefs 

ladies, and a ring from Mr. Foster's finger. After 

several manifestations had been exhibited, the moment I 
touched ** conscientiousness," she seemed distressed, and aet 
off and searched out the proper parties to whom to restore 
the respective articles. "1 hey had changed places, but she 
found them out, and gave back the handkerchiefs to their 
owners, and also put the ring on the very finger of Mr. Fos- 
ter from which she had taken it, She was a strict methodist, , 
who had never danced ín her life, and who, if awake, would 
have considered it а sin to dance. However, under the ex- 
, citement of suitable music, she cut a very good figure at 

waltzing. When awakened, she remembered nothing of all 

which hud happened. : 


This is delightful! Mr. Bnalp proceeds to in- 
form us that another young lady, “ very accom- | 
plished,” and possessing “ great energy of mind,” | 


sence of 


— —— ааа 
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came under his influence, and what does the read- | | 


er think was her accomplishment? Under “ friend- 
ship and adhesiveness,” says our author, “ and 
estructiveness on the opposite side, she protected 
7€ AND STRUCK HER OWN MOTHER.” ! 


— aa, tc ланаца. 
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“ A young lady of 22 years of age,” was tried 
and having exhibited the manifestations, the fol. 
lowing performance took place :— 


* With the eyes bandaged, she had a pencil i 
right hand, when a number of organs vds CMS e 
showed no evidence of any desire to use the pencil till“ con- 
structiveness and ideality " were excited, The moment 
this was done, however, she scrambled til] she got some ра- 

er, and began drawing, and made a very tolerable profile 

hen ** acquisitiveness"" was excited, she stole a ring off 

Mr. Fost:r’s finger, who, while I was ezciting various mani- 
festations, left the room. The moment I touched “con- 
scientiousness," she set off in search of Mr. Foster, walked 
round the room the very way he went, then left that room, | 
erossed the lobby into the front parlour, and having made a 
gyration in this room, she came out and went into a back 
parlour, where she found Mr. Foster, and put the ring on the 
very finger whence she took it. She evidently traced him 
through the air by smell, as she followed the exact track he 
had taken, for he had first gone into the front parlour.“ 


One more extract, and we have done. 


Æ“ A very intelligent lady, who knew nothing of phrenology, 
and had never seen a phreno-hypnotic experiment, was 
operated on. Оп “benevolence” being excited, she seemed 
very distressed, and when asked what she was thinking of, 
said it was of a poor man who had lost his saw and hammer, 
that he had no money to purchase others with, and his chil- 
dren were starving. Under “ veneration and ideality,” 
wished to die, togo to heaven; under combativeness, first 
looked very angry, then jumped up and gave a blow, which 
upset the candlestick. On “ destructiveness” being excited 
(after she had exhibited several other organs), she shook her 
fist, then started on her feet, looked furious, and sprang 
across the room, her arm at full length, similar to a person 
fencing, and seized hold of a young lady's hand, and nearly 
transfixed it with her nails. 


It is not our intention to deny that the extraor- 
dinary acts above related were done in the pre- 
sence of Mr. Bnaip, and before many respectable 
witnesses; nor is it our intention to raise the 
question whether our author believes that the acts 
so done were caused by hypnotic influence under 
his direction. Itis far from our wish to impute 

fraud to Mr. Brain, whatever we may think of his 
' eredulity and his enthusiasm. Weare trying the al- 
legations by the usual tests of evidence, and we are 
compelled to say that we do not believe the wit- 
nesses. For instance, it is easy for some score ог 
two of respectable, credible, and intelligent specta- 
tors to testify that they saw this and that lady, in a 
sort of hysterical trance, dance, sing, draw, kneel, 
pray, rock a cradle, imitate the fondling of an in- 
| fant, strike or kick their mothers, embrace Mr. 
| Beam, or steal Mr. Foster’s watch. Al this we 
shall admit to be true; but these facts do not sus- 
! tain the issue, namely, that they performed these 
` exploits under the influence of hypnotism. Much, 
we might say everything, depends upon the vera- 
| city of the witnesses. On this point the case 1S 
| sadly defective. The witnesses, for themselves, are 
numerous enough; but their testimony is ms 
ported by the collateral props of character, whic А 
can alone be afforded by well-known and unim 
| peachable witnesses. We are told n: Mrs. - 
| and Misses B., C., D. and E., are all highly resp 
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table, highly educated, and most intelligent per- 
sons; but we have no proof of this.  Indelicacy, 
perhaps, will be pleaded in favour of the ladies. 
But we cannot admit the plea. Young ladies that 
can steal gentlemen's rings, strike their mothers, 
and embrace strangers in a publie room, cannot 
surely be overwhelmingly oppressed with modesty, 
or, if all were right and correct, ashamed to see 
their names in a newspaper. 

By the way, how come the hypnotized thieves 
to steal invariably Mr. Fosrer’s ring? What is 
still more strange, after their organ of conscien- 
tiousness is touched, how do they know that 
the ring belongs to Mr. Foster, if their eyes be 
bandaged, and hunt after him fromfone room to 
another until they find him in order to restore the 
. Stolen trinket? This is surpassing marvellous ! 
Mr. Bram says that they trace the owner by the 
smell. This is more curious still. Is Mr. FosTER 
a fox, or a perfumer, or is he scented for the occa- 
sion? Mr. Braip, we think, attempts to prove too 
much. Ifthe ladies could smell out the owner, 
why not go directly to the spot where he was? 
Perhaps it was necessary to adopt the modus ope- 
randi of fox hounds, and follow in the track how- 
ever circuitous. 

As for the methodist woman who had never 
. danced in her life except when Mr. Brain fiddled, 
and who had considered dancing a sin until then, 
. we must put that down as purely ridiculous, Аз to 
the persons who repeat words and sentences in 
. various languages, when under hypnotic impulse, 
which they cannot for their lives do when wide 
awake, that is a fact solely depending upon evi- 
dence—upon proof which is not given. There is also 
a singular inconsistency in the experiment where 
the young lady “struck her own mother," and 
which does violence to the principles which the 
author maintains. It seems there are three organs, 
Friendship, Adhesiveness, and  Destructiveness. 
This young lady was first operated on the first two 
organs, and under their influence she stuck affec. 
tionately to the operator, Mr. BRAID ; but when the 
latter organ was touched, she struck her mother. 
Why? Is Destructiveness a respecter of persons ? 
Instead of striking her mother, if she had com- 
meneed eating the doctor, the laws of phrenology 
and mesmerism would have been more naturally 
enforced. | 

But we are tired of this. It is too much for a 
weekly paper; but the task has been in some degree 
imposed upon us, and more particularly when it has 
been noticed in eloquent sermons from the pulpit. 
One clergyman asserts that the operator inthe cases 
under review works under satanic influence as the 
| magicians of Egypt did against the great deliverer 
| of Israel. Another thinks the discovery is from 

above for a humane purpose. Both cannot be 
right. We think it the folly, the collusive acts, and 

| the credulity of men and women in the present аде. 
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PHRENO-MESMERISM. 


‘cht to run after novelties, to drive away 
"s £ а dea of November, have тт y ig 
“ated to their heart's content, by a visit from a dis. 
D f “Mesmer.” The lecturer, Mr.. J. D. Brown, of 
L5 ы was formerly assistant or apprentice to a сагреп- 
Dua et Helens, Ipswich. After some prefatory remarks, 
before commencing his experiments, he observed that 
Mesmerism had been stigmatized as imposition, дыі m 
cave this challenge—that if any body could be Ph "d 
ариб лз eid that which he submitted as real, then ДР 
would plead guilty to the charge of being an impostor. I с 
bserved also that the opposition he sometimes apse 
Кош medical men was of a very unseemly character ; but 
there were many honourable exceptions to counterbalance 
their influence. It had been said by some medical men, 
that if they witnessed a successful mesmeric 1 apa | 
they would not believe their own senses. He instance 
this as one of the difficulties with which he had to con- 
tend. He called upon the meeting to appoint their oun 
chairman, and after several unsuccessful др АДА, x. 
Richard Ransome atlength consented to preside. he 
lecturer then introduced a young woman, by the name o 
“Miss Bexfield,” from Norwich, who, though looking very 
pale, forthwith placed herself in the chair, and upon whom 
he was preparing to operate, when the audience submitted 
that it would be more satisfactory, and the better condu- 
cive to truth, to take a person indifferently from the 
crowd, who had not before been under mesmeric influ- 
ence ; this the lecturer declined, alleging that he would go 
through the experiments with his own patient first, and 
that he would take other persons afterwards. Then com- 
menced the usual passes“ and ‘‘ manipulations, when 
the patient apparently fell into а sound sleep, though, 
from various indications, she sometimes appeared to be 
suffering acute pain. Upon applying the usual tests, 
which he did, by pointing the finger to the patient's head, 
so as not to come in contact, he pointed to the alleged 
phrenological organ, Eventuality," when the patient, in 
а moaning tone of voice, faintly articulated, “ Oh keep 
off, don't strike!“ as if she feared injury from some per- 
son. An auditor said he considered this manifestation had 
nothing to do with the organ referred to, upon which thelec- 
turer asked, whether the auditor did not consider the excla- 
mation to relate to an event; to which the auditor replied 
in the negative,and the laugh was against Mr. Brown. The 
latter then pointed to the organ Imitation,“ upon which 
the patient stamped her feet, snapped her fingers, whistled, 
talked, and coughed, in imitation of various persons. An 
auditor remarked here that the patient imitated the ope- 
rator more than other persons, to which he replied, that 
these experiments could not always be seen through at a 
first glance, and that the operator could counteract the in- 
fluence of the organ in question, at his pleasure! This 
excited a smile of incredulity on the part of many, upon 
which, a medical gentleman remarked, that he never saw a 
patient, in a sound sleep, breathe so rapidly as the one be- 
fore the meeting ; when another auditor, and believer in 
Mesmerism, said that rapid breathing was peculiar to the 
operation ; and the lecturer immediately requested the 
medical gentleman to raise the lid of the patient'seye,that 
he might satisfy the audience she was really under Mes. 
meric influence. This challenge was not accepted, and 
the audience became impatient for “ another patient," but 
the lecturer proceeded to influence the organ of: Melody, 
and the patient sung, ** Where the bee sucks,” in a style 
which proved that she had not only a good voice, but that 
she had received musical instruction. Indeed this 
appeared to be the only part of the performance which 
gave satisfaction, as was evinced by shouts of encore. This 
was succeeded by cries of ** Another patient," when the 
ecturer resorted to the demesmerising process, and the 
atient recovered, though apparently very faint and weak, 
aving been under the hands of the operator two hours / 
У Im discussion now ensued, the lecturer stating that 
= ad not finished his performance with his first patient, 
but had been willing to defer tothe wishes of the meet- 
ing : he should, however, now prefershaving for his next 
pot, a — who had before been under Mesmeric 
аз H this, the meeting would not agree, and he 
should b 0 e demand made that an indifferent person 
— Е se d fromthe audience. Four persons then 
the — — in succession, and the following was 
jun: The audi he first patient was Mr. Robert Corder, 
enda — lence after some minutes became impatient 
elapsed. th s rather noisy : a quarter of an hour having 
& failure invi gave it up, and confessed that it was 
че рч — hod that silence might be kept. He 
— — Are whether he had not felt the Mesmeric 
he never had f : is eyes, to which the latter replied, that 
racey, jun. T elt more wide awake in his life. II. Mr. 
ا‎ a ni his patient had been alr eady partially under 
that the patient had but the operator again failed, alleging 
audience on either zi ed his eye brows, and looked at the 
be “а decided er side of the chair, and pronounced it to 
is patient ا“ و‎ of resistance. III. Mr. George Ellis. 
“bolted.” The — in the chair five minutes before he 
lowed fair-pla thc urer complained that he was not al- 
shewn in the E ough he admitted fair-play had been 
— WO previous cases. IV. Mr. W. Scott, sur- 


he could produce results similar to those shewn i 
| case." Some of the audience vociferated, eem 
; meeting is only called to extort money f 


This gentleman said he should be pe f 75 

to be operated upon with his eyes shut, oe ag Willing 

said, there were those in the room,upon whom hehoves 
e 


the 
„Humbug p* 
lic!“ The patient at length took his 1 pub. 
chair, but after a trial of twenty minutes d the 
which fair-play was observed by the audience the o A 
again gave it up," observing that this patient mil, 
require half-a-dozen experiments, and іп the end h 2 
succeed, and he had no doubt he should, with a fir tree 
"Тһе result excited much disappointment and clamo X: 
the midst of which it was agreed upon that, on Thursday 
night, Miss Bexfield’’ should undergo a trial at the Na 
of a gentleman of acknowledged talent, residing in the 
town, to test the reality in her case of the Mesmeric infu 
ence; and also that some patients should undergo ib 
| operation in private, before disinterested parties—the re 
sult to be made known to the public. The lecturer said 
he was decidedly at the service of the meeting, and that 
the propositions agreed to were quite fair. A great uproar 
now ensued, in the midst of which the Chairman asked 
whether the operator had anything else to adduce in sup- 
port of the truth of Mesmerism ; to which the lecturer re- 
plied that he would take a person in the meeting, who had 
efore been under Mesmeric influence, but he appeared to 
decline any other description of patients. This only ex- 
cited the more uproar, and many persons gave vent to their 
displeasure in language anything but palatable to the lec- 
turer. The storm waxed in intensity by the sarcastic 
manner of the chairman in referring to the terms of the 
lecturer's handbill, and to the announcement that if the 
audience were dissatisfied, the money would be returned 
at the doors; observing that, “until they heard from the lec- 
turer'sownlipsthat it was a failure,the audience oughtto be 
quiet."-Inthemidst ofasceneofuproar,thelecturer said, he 
had been disappointed by thenon-arrival of an assistant,and 
that he had been thrown into a dilemma ; but he appealed 
to them whether he had not done his bestto deserve their 
approbation, by not only having acceded to the two pro- 
positions agreed upon, but also by having broken through 
his own arrangements, at their request, to operate upon 
individuals selected indifferently from the room. He al- 
luded also to the question put by the Chairman whether he 
had any thing else to adduce in support of the truth of 
Mesmerism, to which he could only reply that he had care 
ried out his pledges, and that if further pressed, he must 
return to his former patient. This was received with 
shouts of ironical laughter, when the Chairman said the 
lecturer’s explanation might be satisfaetory to himself,but 
it was not so to the audience; and some of the latter taking 
their cue from this observation, vociferated, “ The opera- 
tor has had a fair trial, and any further attempt to subju- 
gate the understandings of the people would be a great in- 
sult." The Chairman said, he should put the question 
to the vote, when he was reminded that no proposition 
had been made, and confusion became worse confounded, 
upon which,the Chairman said, he wished to ask the meet- 
ing whether they were satisfied with what they had heard ; 
and this having been proposed by an auditor as a specific 
proposition, another gentleman got up and moved an 
amendment, that it be put to the meeting, whether the 
effects they had witnessed, were produced by deceptive 
means. The Chairman was persisting in putting the origi- 
nal motion first, when he was called to order by several 
individuals, and he ultimately put the amendment, which 
was carried by at least two-thirds of the audience. The 
Chairman then suggested that the money received at the 
doors be applied to the benefit of the East Suffolk Hospi- 
tal, but this was refused by the lecturer, who demanded 
another trial, observing that he had failed from having ac- 
ceded to the requisitions made by the audience. A long 
and angry altercation then ensued, in the course of which 
the lecturer agreed to give tickets for free admis- 
sion on Thursday night, and they were accordingly 
issued to the nudience. This, however,did not satisfy 
some persons, who clamoured for the money taken 
at the doors being deposited in the hands of the 
Chairman, and the latter having supported the demand, 
the lecturer counted down 40s. in silver, one of the UA 
tors saying, That's enough; but the Chairman, backe 
by his friends, succeeded in getting possession of Ше 
whole of the proceeds, which the lecturer handed over with 
a heavy heart, exclaiming, ‘‘ There, you've got it all now! 
whilst a clamorous opponent of Mesmerism actually his 
sisted upon the lecturer yielding up possession of 
coat and hat! It was a subject ofregret to some impartia 
spectators, to witness the treatment the lecturer ex 
he could hardly have received worse, admitting the fir А 
experiments to have been the result of imposition. um 
was hustled and assailed by showers of peas, until he ity 
came almost bewildered. Indeed, but for ihe EOM TC 
of some policemen, it was expected that he woul 
been kicked into the street. 3 ‘clock, the 
On Thursday evening, shortly before eight o clock, an 
doors of the lecture room were thrown open, when t 
mendous rush was made by a large number of the ne 
respectable of the middle and trading classes, bor pinga 
professioñal gentlemen, to obtain admission, and 25 the 
o'clock not only the lobbies, but the yard adjacent du 
apartment, were also choked up by a dense mass, m E 
thinking themselves fortunate in getting a mere #1 P: 
of the platform from the windows. 
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25 "ушш! Paris, тал deri Vo 
— — The — -— threw the иш иду) 
аурат ад у 4. K. 
е и the audience сатті к ИДЕМ, 
v. The Chairman then proceeded to n, the 
mouit, Ve wid, benevolenee waa utteupted to be opere 


, and жа far ss the operation went in m humble 


14 say it wan cleverly done : the anamer 
p —— oes — evident to you that of imitation. 
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Ил ed! well anewered, Gaiety was re- 
lied (à with generc 7 ae she produced her тейле and 
eumptied the contents, Number 1 have every reason to 
l nns авт етей " ежігей, 
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appeared ns И 48 ng into в fit. Mr, Cook : 
on bo mA understand the hte iW manifestations ; 
мп bound to the aüewer was quite correct, The 
Chairman next referred to imitation, observing, 1 reg 
her answer here ва wedM.-esteem, einn she e reser d Wf. 
self as being exceedingly talented in the millinery line, 
Mr Cook said that you have mistaken for eonstruetivenews, 
Mere several auditors interposed, being dissatisfied with 
the Chairman, who by his manner "wed disposed to 
turn the whole affair into ridicule, Mr, Cook was aw- 
enrdingly requested to give a fair version of the matter. 
That gen eoeneed by assuring the audience that 
the lecturer had bud no iden of the organs he had intended 
to excite, and then gave the following faithful version. I: 
"рете ћете 


— 


tion. VI: “ Imitation,” that was answered by construct- 
liveness, VIL: “Veneration,” that was answered by the 
"m going down upon her knees, and reciting a pu 

111: “ Firmness,” that was mistaken for time. бо that 
eight organs have undergone operation, I have thus given 
m the answers, and 1 hope you will give me credit for hay- 
ng bestowed the best attention I could op the matter, to 
arrive st a correct conclusion, The audienee accorded to 
Mr Cookan unanimous vote of thanks, Thus there were five 
failures in eight experiments, A Mr. Field, a friend of 
Mr. brown, who also lectures on Mesmeriem, here got up 
explain the causes of failure, observing that by the 


old chart were 0 parem al organs, hut those 
the new map were divided into 200, by which the who 
matter had not heen alittle mystified. He announced that 
six or seven Ipswich people had been mesmerised within 
the last twodays, Some discussion here took place, а por- 
tion of the audience wishing to have patients selected from 
the crowd, but Mr, Brown replied that he would not again 
necede to the demand but would introduce his own patienta, 
An original motion that“ there was rational evidence of a 
grent science not fully developed," was then proposed, 
and it was succeeded by an amendment being submitted 
tondemnatory of the whole hut u gentleman in the meet- 
ing remnrking that he thought the audience had better go 
^nd mature their opinions by reflection, and that 
before they could condemn the supposed science as hum- 
ри, they must believe that some of the most honourable 
and eminent men in the metropolis were vile impostors, it 
was agreed "pos not to press either the motion or the 
amendment, to n division, The Chairman then said the lec. 
turer has done hie very best in eve respect to meet your 
Views, and as far as he has gone, he has succeeded ad- 
— ny for beyond what I could have expected, The re. 
dot Thu night, amounting to several pounds,were 
^nded to Mr. Brown, when he pledged himself to given 
ht s perlormance for the benefit of the East Suffolk 
„дар! — and, in addition, made the liberal promise to 
7 еше | the diseases of the poor gratis,” which excited 
the 4 of laughter ; concluding hy offering his thanks to 
than harman for his gentlemanly vonduct. The meeting 
thanks tr ^ vote of thanks to Míss Bexfield, and also 


or his “impartial conduct,“ and 


: p , of arent more mystified than ever, by the 
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[Copied from No. IV. New Series. | 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE PEOPLE’S PHRENOLOGICAL 
JOURNAL. 


“ Quodcunque utile, omnibus notum esse debet." 


Sir,—If mesmerism, or rather animal magnetism, requires an 
additional support, to prove to the sceptic its truth, perhaps the fol- 
lowing case may not be without its value, 

It may perhaps appear to you, who are doubtless aware of cases 
more remarkable, to be nothing very much above the average—but, 
to me, a mere tyro, it has all the charm of novelty, and from the tie 
of consanguinity, acquires a degree of interest, I can scarcely express. 

To be brief my father—Mr. Marshall Purland, 61, Crown-street, 
Finsbury-square, was some eight months since, seized with a fit in 
Finsbury-square; he fell, and dreadfully lacerated the scalp; he was 
conveyed home—the best medical advice obtained, and in a few days 
recovered sufficiently to attend to his profession, that of a Dentist ; | 
hut, from his first seizure, scarce a day has passed without repeated | 
attacks, sometimes twenty а day. Turning sharp round—rising quickly | 
—or any sudden movement would bring оп the dreadful, but indes- | 
cribable sensation. Even while at dinner, it has occurred more than | 
once or twice. Some little time since, on his leaving my house with 
a friend, he fell near my door, and was brought back deluged in blood, | 
from falling upon the pavement. Image, if you can, our feelings, in | 
the midst of this state of things !—The fears for his safety, if he ven- | 
tured out alone, which his duties as a parochial trustee, repeatedly | 
required; even the post-man’s knock was distressing. | 

Finding little or no relief from medicine, I proposed mesmerism ; 
it was acceded to, tried, and succeeded! From that time, November 12, | 
not the slightest return has been felt. And this was effected by 
merely entrancing the patient, keeping him quiet about twenty mi- | 
nutes, and then awakening him. | 

If you think this at all interesting or useful, you are at perfect | 
liberty to make use of it. | 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
І 


: Your obedient Servant, T. PuRLAND. 
29, Mortimer Street, Cavendish Square, 
November 22, 1843. 


P. S.—My father's age is sixty-five. 


[This case is one of an important series of facts—mysterious, and . 
at present, incomprehensible no doubt, but still facts. They are for- 
tunately multiplying before our eyes, and it will not be long possible 
for the most sceptical to resist their influence. Let it be granted 
that this is a case of delusion, as far as the mesmerism is concerned 3 
that imagination has done all—what then? Here is a person freed 
from a most distressing malady. That is no delusion. The means 
resorted to, are most simple and easy of application: if by their use 
we can so beneficially affect the minds and bodies of others, it is the 
least we can do to accept of them with thankfulness. To neglect or 
nie despise them, because we cannot understand how their effects are 

od produced, does not appear to be any great display of common sense. 

us We are happy to receive cases of this kind. It is impossible for 
a benevolent mind not to Sympathize with the joy of a son who has | | 
been enabled to confer such a benefit on a parent, in a case so seem- E а 
ingly hopeless.]—Ep. 1 


Gratis, at 59, Mortimer Street. 
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Lov P вн Гуе <А жил ina mesmeric sleep, y "r Royal Highness ; so now you can bleed him. 


| | 8 —Aye, aye, here comes the golden stream again, a little phlebotomy every year, like this, | 
| will not be missed by the old boy while he has his eyes shut, and his senses inactive. 4 
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ANIMAL MACNETISM !!! 
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A Variety of Mesmeric Phenoniana will 
be produced by 
MUI 
IMIR Ja W. MAGLEBY, 


On Tuesday 2G Jan 7 18 0'Clock 


72, NEWMAN STREET, OX 
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MESMERISM. 


— Ra 
To the Editor of the Kentish Mercury. 

. Thanks for your 5 in inserting my 

ernal notice of“ Common Sense. 

" have now something to say fo LOC adem 
Mr. Hope. You state in your last “that if it 
were not an acknowledged fact that much cle- 
ver deception has been practiced by gentlemen 5 
Mr. Brooks's profession, we should certainly 
have felt that this young mau had lost all con- 
sciousness, whilst in this state of mesmeric 
coma.’ Now I not only deny your assertion, that 
itis an acknowledged deception, but Idefy you 
to prove if; and I also deny that any man in 
his normal state could maintain the eye-balls for 
the length of time mentioned. The tremulous 
motion of the lids cannot be accounted for. I 

. have a patient whom I cured of deafness, who, 
when entranced, cannot close her eyes, and the 
lids are iu constant motion, yet she cannot see ! 
This is strange to you, and will seem strange, 
«and contrary to all rational belief,“ until, by 
unprejudiced examination at home, you inquire 
for yourself. As (o your opinion of Mesmerism 
being “ a clever piece of jugglery," of what value 
is it when placed in juxta-position with facts 1 

facts that you can produce yourself if you are 
inclined to conviction, and be assured that when 
youdo, you will, like me, regret having used 
remarks which, however they may gratify the 
obtuse, draws a smile of pity from the enquirer. 

To Mr. Hope I am much obliged—if I had my 
choice, Mr. Hope is the very person I would 
select for a champion of Mesmerism. Notwith- 
standing a great deal of rigmarole about being 
grossly insulted,” „his duty to the public,’ 
and his unfounded ássertion **that the confusion 
was, for ought he knew, created by the lecturer !’’ 

There is a veinofacknowledgment running through 
his letter that there is *something'' in mesmerism; 
it’s no use his blinking it, he evidently wince 
under the conviction that mesmerism is true, but 
he dares not acknowledge it.—He: does not stand 
alone in that particular, many medical men of 
eminence believe and practice it privately, who 
are afraid of the sneers of learned but not sensible 
men. Mr. Hope's observations, such as animal 
_ magnetism, whatever it may come to in time;’’ 
The phenomena of mesmerism, if real, are evi- 
dently a form of deranged nervous action.“ 
There is in fact some truth in the phenomena 
Which are seen in the mesmeric experiments, and 
it is this little mixture of truth, that has served 
| аз а vital spirit to the system," and again his 
advice to those who attend lectures,“ that it is 
not the best place to be satisfied of that which is 
not readily arrived at, nor is it to be found 
` ы аа pik patient eqD ове 
А ble; and І call the particular attention of 

sceptics to the point. 

With Mesmer or D’Eslon I have nothing to do 
they may or may not be charlatans, their being 
so or not can make no difference. Harvey “ the 
circulator "' was called a Charlatan! but the 
blood still circulates. І also perf. : 
M : perfectly agree with 

fi Hope that medical men are the proper 
persons to investigate the truth or з dd oF 

mesmerism; but do my brother professionals d 
it? 1 advise them to do it, or they will find 
| non-medical men step in, and without assista 
from medicine cure diseases of magnitude ; e 
it ean be done, the following case, bei bu ом 
| of many, fully proves, — » 9eing but one 
| PA > x 
With this case I close my notice of Mr 
very sensible and philosophical letter t 
him heartily for his co-operation in veri 
truth of mesmerism. 


| * 
Hope’s 

hanking 

fying the 


Я * | А А2 k have the honor to be, Sir, 
5! | LA A. s 25 = ALY Your obt, Servant, 
59, Mortimer st., Cavendish sq. : PURLAND. 
| 


P.S. Mr. Hope’s remarks 
I. Bre quite gratuitous, I do a Alton 
| Iam sure he is right, and I advise him to” but 
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his turn iş Bure to 3 5 
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I also beg to state, that Mr. Brooks is an entire 
stranger to me; it is principle not persons I wish 
to defend. 


To the Editor of the Kentish Mercury, 
Sir,—On perusing your impression of the 3rd 
inst., І ind Mr. Hope still attempts to maintain 
the bold station he has assumed by mere report, 
and withholding from his student mind the essen- | 
tial ingredients he seems to require viz.,—facts. 

Referring to the taunts he received, „of being 
ignorant in so important a branch of knowledge,“ 
he says, I have devoted a small portion of time to 
it; though small has been fully sufficient to satisfy 
my student mind, that not only the boy Cook's 
case was a delusion, but that all similar cases 
are so. 

Now with reference to the reports which have 
appeared in the public journals, Mr. Hope never 
saw the lad till noon, on Friday, December [5th, 
twenty-one hours after he had been magnetized, 
and in the half waking state, he was never pre- 
sent when any important phoenomena developed 
themselves—therefore is not competent to judge. 
Through my refusing to furnish any information to 
the reporters, many inaccuracies found their way 
into the newspapers; but the leading facis con- 
nected with the existence of clair-voyance, &c,, 
were correct, and can be corroborated by persons 
ofthe highest moral standing in society, whose 
characters will bear the strictest scrutiny, and 
whose names I would publish, had I their con- 
sent. I say Mr. Hope has no right to give an 
opinion, when he shunned a meeting arranged by 
his brother, on the 25th December, who pledged | 
his word he would be present. Where is there 
the man who afier having made an assertion in 
publie, that the case was a delusion, would not 
have made almost any sacrifice to attend, For 
the result of (hat meeting Irefer to the medical 
and other gentlemen, who so kindly assembled 
on the 26th, to meet Messrs. Hope and Vernon, 
as to their views on this particular case of Cook's, | 
and more especially to the opinion of the senior | 
surgeon present, Mr. John Atkins, of Union- | 

| 
| 
| 
| 
! 
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| | 
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street, Deptford, which was thus —“ Gentlemen, 

I publicly state it as my opinion, that there has 
been neither delusion nor collusion in this case ;’’ 
also the opinions of those, who at subsequent 
periods have witnessed the lad magnetised Ьу, 
myself. I am ready at any time to test the case 
with Mr. Hope, provided his tests are in strict 
accordance with the laws of Humanity.* 

Another assertion, (for all that Mr. Н, has 
said of Cook's case are mere assertions,) is ‘‘ that 
the boy Cook has been subject to fits all his life.“ 
I am sorry I am compelled to call this a palpable 
falsehood, palmed upon Mr. H., by some news- 
gathering accident-making busy-body, and in i 
reply assure your readers, upon the best judges | 
in this cure, his father, mother, and all his 
near relations declare, **that he never had a fit 
in his life.“ 

I shall, I trast, have an opportunity at some 
future period, to enter into the particulars of 
Cook’s case. Decided cure of tic-doloreux, a 
case coming nearer home to Mr. Hope than he 
had the remotest idea. He will of course do me 
the justice to make it known. | 

I should have refrained from thus appearing in | | 
public. Mr. Hope has asked for this, and beg. 
indulgence for occupying such space in your 
valuable columns. Begging an early insertion, 

I remain, sir, | 
Your's respectfully. | 
Wm. G. SMITH, jun. 

P.S. І would recommend Mr. Hope to peruse | 
Rev. Chauncey Hare ‘Townshend’s facts ор | 
Mesmerism ; Animal Magnetism, by De Teste, | 


end a few other trifles of the same nature, his 


student mind would cull some „little informa- | 
tion.’’ | 
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| | MESSRS 


м. L. SHARPE 
H. MARSHALL 


WILL DELIVER 


FOUR LECTURES | 


INGEL INN, ISLIN — 
On the following Evenings : 

MONDAY, July 1. 

THURSDAY, - 4. 

MONDAY, = = $. 

THURSDAY, II. 


o Sy ل‎ — —— a 
Each Lecture will be illustrated. by 


| EXPERIMENTS. 
, ]˙ —ͤ — — 
` o commence at Eight o Clock. Admission, One Shilling. 
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ER GCIURE ON 
FOLLITTS BLACK LECTURES с LE MESMEp 
ev 8M, 


| 
М°2 ТО BE CONTINUED?" 


« Natur and Naturs Laws lay hid in night, 


ME Lectar to de blacks—and all was light.” 

'casion when I delibber lectar on Nalagy to see you cut Duck and run as if de 
plate for de collection—shame on you, 

money to be sure ;— 


BRODER Niccars, me berry sorry on de las 
debil at you heel ; an why, for I wonder he why to git out before Sambo cum wid de 
ars, what for you tink genlem gib lecture to lighten you poor black fool? to git de 
as me spose you sorry for be sich “dam cheat 
rs, an was called Animal Maggitism, but dey made such 
pains out ob pipple’s bones 


you shabby shufflin nigg 
but me see som ob you look berry pale, so me shall say no more 
Messmerism my frens was imwented for de benifit of some poor docke 
а MESS ob it, dat it now called MESS merism—berry good. Animal Maggitism was intend to draw de 
(an money out ob der pocket) an was a berry good draw ; now my frens me shall jist mention a fac dat occur to a fren ob mine 
an will show how berry dangrous it is to hab anyting to do wid magnits: one day my fren was obserbing de smobness ob de magnit, 
an rub him hand ober it seberal times ; now mark de konsikens—when he go out he pass a shop whar saw hang up for sell, when 
all at once out go he arms, strait afore him an drag him arter fast as he legs could go till he hands run bang up agin de saw, an 
dere dey stuck fast—he try an he try to git him hans off but dey no cum, he pull an he tug but debil a bit dey move, no no, de saw 
stick to him like bad name; well my frens, what could de poor niggar do his hands no cum of (an nobody look) so he bliged to 
take de saw home wid him. Now it jist de same wid de white pipple who lecter on Messmerism, dey so used to hand de magnits 
dat der fingers always hitch to fix on ebery ting widin reach 'specially money—now me shall show de way de white pipple mess- 
meris; when dey goin to lecture dey git big, fat stupid feller (ip he hab stoppige in de head so much de bettar) an gib him lot ob 
eat an drink, cram him full as tick, if he berry obstinet an no sleepy dey drop lilly ladnum in him beer, an when he git sleepy 
dey take him in de lectar room an sit him in chair an begin mobing der hand up an down afore him *till he go fast asleep, but 
dey bliged to be berry quick cos somtime de man go to sleep before dey begin—well my frens, a lilly while ago dey mess-merise 
a man in Englan dat hab bad leg, and while he under de inſluenc as dey call it, dey cut de bad leg off an him no noting about 


ite an when he wake up him walk home wipout Ir what you tink ob dat ?—me obserbed before dat messmerism an maggitism 
family— 


was de same sort ob ting—an me may also add Gal wanism and traction, ob which der is tu or tre sorts belong to de same 
dus you see when de niggar run arter de ga/s dat's calld Gal wanism and is cause by de natural traction ob BODIES for one anoder, 
an when he marry de gal dey say he Gal wanised, and me can tell you it berry bad ting to be gal wanised too much—me know 
poor niggar mary gal an she gib him good drubbin ; dat's wat dey call a Gal wanick battery. Me now come to traction, fus der is 
есіп wid PosrTIB traction, dis my frens 


Positib traction, den der is simple traction, compound traction an negatib. Fus me shall b 
is cased by gold, gold draw ebery body arter it, kings an poor pipple, he niggar and she niggar, up hill an down dale, frue tick an 
tin, somtim it draws us bang frue de Law, oder time it drag us slap up agin our konshince ; but me can tell you d 


git nock on de konshience frue cutting arter de gold yowli nebber git rid ob de bruise—me now come to simple "trac 
's noting to be got by it dat simple traction—berry simple, spose you run arter pretty gal and 
ggar 


at ib eber you 
tion when 


you drawn arter someting, an der 
she no hab noting to say for you, dat simple traction, an spose she hab lub for you an noting e/se an you marry an hab lilly Ni 
how you git harmony and rice for fill der lilly black bellies, an you no hab de тім, no, no it all simple Traction. 

Me now cum to /Vegatib traction, an dat is “dam ugly old she niggar” dat negatib traction an no gammon : de nex is Compoun 
traction whis me shall "splain in two differen ways—fus when a man compoun wid he creditors, dat draw dem togeder an is call 
compoun traction—an agin when ugly old woman hab lots ob blunt, dat compoun traction too—kase de Gold Positib traction, an 


de ugly mug is Negatib, an bof togeder is Compoun. Now my frens me tink me splain de differen sort ob tractions berry clear an 
hope you all unerstan, me shall now endeber to ’splain de laws ob grabitation ; you see my frens dat de word grabitation is deribe 
from de Latin word grab, to take, an as de earf draw eberyting to one pint (like big blister) it spose to take eberyting, an dats de 
reason it call grabitation, it also call traction ob grabitation, an me shall tell you how it discobered—you see my frens der was a 
white niggar dey call massa NEWTON he sit in him garden one day an see cokernut fall off de tree, ah— 
what for you fall down why you no go up? den he tink and tink, at las him say de earf draw you down by traction ob grabitation, 

bend der body down towards de earf when dey 


ah—Missa Coker, he say, 


an dat is foun to be de case ; now me spose some ob you hab notice dat old pipple 
weak, dat owin to de traction ob de earf, an as dey git weaker an weaker de earf draw an draw, till at last dey die an it draw 


em bang into de ground, an dats what dey call de dead leble, and when you knock down а niggar flat on de groun dat calld 
reat Poet —* He who happiness would win must share it 
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de natural leble, Me shall now finis de scorse in de words ob a g 
shell out de Tin. 
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TO THE INHABITANTS or CHATHAM 


— nz» 02543 «1 —— 


MR. RUMBALL 


Feels called upon to notice a Bill issued by “the Mesmerists of 
Maidstone, declining to meet him in discussion on Monday evening, 

because, as they aver, “he refused to accede to their terms;" which 

were “that he should meet Mr. Inwarps in public discussion, on 

the truths of Mesmerism ; the proceeds (after the expenses 

were paid) to be given to two Societies, the one to be chosen by 

Mr. RumBALL, the other, the Temperance Society," by which it is 

evidently meant to impart an unworthy colour to the refusal. It 

was sufficiently cool in a body of strangers, to call upon a pro- 
fessional man to give up his time and labour for nothing ; but it 

assumes a worse complexion, when the very words of truth are 

made to promulgate a defamatory falsehood.— The message was | 
delivered to Mr. RUMBALL, at about eleven o'clock at night, in the | 
Billiard Room, and an immediate answer was requested ; he had | B 
therefore no opportunity for writing ; he replied that *he had no 
objection to meet Mr. Inwarps any day next week, but that in 
order to do so effectually, he must have one or two individuals 
from London, at an expense of four or five pounds; this he did not 
feel called upon to рау out of his own pocket." The Bills of the 
Mesmerisers leave it to be inferred that necessary expenses of | 
this kind were to have been included ; some of the Mesmerisers | li 
distinctly say that they were ; and yet five days elapsed before Mr. | 
RumBALL announced his Lecture, and his objection was allowed 

to stand; had he wrongly interpreted the message, there was 

ample time to set him right. Expenses on such an occasion mean 


room, printing, &c. and nothing more was proffered. 
Ihe intention of the circular is evident and quite in keep- lí 
ing with another, emanating from the same body, announcing a | 
Lecture, in opposition to Mr. R. upon an evening when it was 5 
well known he could not be present, to defend himself. | 


THE MESMERISERS OF MAIDSTONE B |! 


Could not expect that a Gentleman would meet them, upon any 
terms, after the wilful evasions contained in their hand-bills. 


مھ — — — : 


pounds, out of his own pocket;“ this they left him to consider he | 
must do. | 


| iw 8 Chatham, June 13th, 1843. 
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ANIMAL MAGNETISM! 


From the great interest and excitement occasioned 
by the late case of Mesmerism at Dzrrrounp, and 
the subsequent demonstrations by Mr. Vernon and 
others, a few Persons deeply solicitous for a further 
investigation of this important Phenomena, have been 
iuduced to convene a Private Meeting, to be held at the 
Practice-H oom of the “SActED Harmonic SOCIETY,” 
Hyde Vale, Greenwich, on WEDNESDAY Evening, 
February the 7th, 1844 


Messrs. TAvron & Нлсгеү will introduce Patients 
in illustration of the various Phenomena of Mesmeric- 
Coma ;- Artificial Lock-J aw;—Catalepsy;—Sympathy 
of Taste ;—Vital Attraction ;—Effect cf Metals; — 
Phreno-Mesmerism, or the exciting of the Phreno- 
logical Organs;—and if possible, to produce effects, 
from Persons taken from the Company. 


Mr. W. G. Smirn has kindly consented to 
Mesmerise the Lad, James Соок, on this occasion. 


The Cuar to be taken at 7 o'Clock precisely. 


Cards of Admission Six-pence each ;— 


May be obtained of Messrs. CARPENTER, London Street, 
Greenwich; Mr. W. G. SMITH, No. 2, Deptford Bridge; Mr. 


` TAYLOR, No. 12, Duke Street, London Bridge; and at the 
above Room on Monday Evening, between the Hours of 8 and 9 
Clock, or by producing this Circular at the Door, on the 
. Evening of Meeting. 
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CROSBY-HALL 
LITERARY & SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTION. 
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The Members and the Public are respectfully informed, that on 
FRIDAY the 15th, & FRIDAY the 22nd of MARCH, 1844, 


Two Lectures 


MESMERISM 


WILL BE DELIVERED BY 


H. BROOKES, ESQ. 
ILLUSTRATED BWW XP wIRUIMIENTS, 


Showing the Sleep, Sleep-waking, Catalepsy, Phreno-Mesmerism, &c. 


— eee 


~ 


S2 23 
LECTURE I. 


IntTRopucTIon—Mesmerism a Science—Definition—Effects necessarily vari- 
able—Sleep not essential—Classification of Phenomena—First stage, or half 
sleep— Second stage, or perfect coma-—Consciousness—Memory—Sleep- 
waking, or double consciousness—QOccasional transference of senses, or clair- 
voyance—Analogous phenomena resulting from disease—Of the utility of 
Mesmerism in surgical operations, and as a curative agency in the treatment 
of epilepsy, hysteria, paralysis, — rheumatism, tooth-ache, head-ache, 
deafness, palpitation, insanity, and in promoting natural sleep—Cases—Expe- 
riments. 
LECTURE II. 


Peculiar phenomena arising from the relation established between the two 
nervous systems, viz. Mesmeric relation—Attraction— Catalepsy—Community 
of sensation—Phreno-Mesmerism—Introvision, or perception of their own 
internal organism, and its probable changes— Perception of disease and its 


remedies in others—Of the influence of metallic substances, &c.—Expe- 
riments. 


To commence at 8 o'Clock. 
—2— i 
Admission ls. each; ; 


Members of the Institution are entitled toa Double Tickef, admitting themselves and a Friend, 
at Is. 6d. each. Tickets to be had at the Institution 
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Extract from Report of the Royal Academy of Medicine, Paris, 1831. 


t 
ree 


' © Considered as a cause of certain Physiological Phenomena, or as a 


"Therapeutic remedy Mesmerism ought е аш withill the dide 
of the Medical Sciences." ght to be allowed a p 


Extract from the Opinion of Mr. CHENEVIX, ЕВ S., of London. 


“ It would not disgrace the greatest man whom England ever produced, 
to attempt an experiment or two, upon a doctrine which HurELAND, Jussieu, 


Cuvier, Ampere, and La Pracr believed. Surely, what great men believe, 
ordinary men may try.” 


— 
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MESMERISM—A DECEPTION!!! 


—d——————. 


On WEDNESDAY EVENING, APRIL 10th, 1844, 


A LECTURE 


WILL BB DELIVERED AT 
| THE MARYLEBONE LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC | 
| INSTITUTION, 
| 17, EDWARDS STREET, PORTMAN SQUARE, 


BY 
T. S. BLACKWELL, ESQ. 


On the supposed proofs and consequent arguments given of 
the existence of a peculiar power called Mesmeric Power, 
and actual proofs which exist supplying clear, indisputable, 
overwhelming evidence of the non-existence of any such 
power, and of the non-production of any phenomena the 
effect of such a power. 1 


. — а 


A Mr. B. will show clearly, by experiment, that Mesmerism f 
can be nothing but deception. 


Also several of the experiments exhibited at the above 

Institution by Mr. VERNON, will be performed by Gentlemen | 

in the KNOWN natural State ; and the whole of his experiments, | 

| with many of the experiments exhibited by other Mesmerists, | 

e j| will be fully accounted for. 


The merit of the opinions of Drs. Elliottson, Culverwell, 
and others, will be briefly considered. 


The Lecture will commence at 8 o'clock. 
Tickets to be had at the Institution, One Shilling each. 


RA, 
Davy & Son, Printers, §, Gilbert-street, Oxford-street. 


FIC INSTITUTION, 


ART AND SCIENTI 
HACKN NEY 


d the City oF LONDON у. Aldersgate Street, 


Whose EXPERIMENTS at Crossy HALL, an 
have Convinced so many of the Truth of 


WESWERISM, 


COURSE OF 


ur ER 


HAS ENGAGED TO DELIVER A 


“FOUR 


On the above 


On THURSDAY, May 2nd, 


T'hree Following TH URSDAYS, 
Viz:---M AY 9th, 16th, & 23rd, 1844; Р 


TO BE ILLUSTRATED 


BY EXPERIMENTS, 


EXHIBITING 


SLEEP, SLEEP-WAKING, CATALEPSY, &c. 


Interesting Subject; to commence 


— qt a — tt - — — — —À 
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| Cards of Admission, 1s. Pr 


f 
To be had at the INsriTUTIoN. Members of the Institution, on Presenting their Card, to have 


the Privilege of Introducing a Lady. 


To commence precisely at Eight о Clock. 


Stepney Press, 6, White Horse Lane, Mile End Road—D. Francis. 
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WILL BE 


DELIVERED EVERY EVENING, 
On the Philosophy & Practice ok 


MESMERIS M, 


H. BROOKES, ESQ. 


AT THE 


LECTURE HALL, 57, PALL MALL, WEST, 


Commencing on MONDAY, May 13th, 1844, 


ILLUSTRATED BY EXPERIMENTS, 


Exhibiting the interesting phenomena of the Mesmeric Ship, Catalepsy, Sleep- 
Waking, Phreno-Mesmerism, Clairvoyance, &c. 


ТО COMMENCE AT HALF-PAST EIGHT EACH EVENING. | 
Admission, 1s.—Reserved Seats, 2s. 


| LECTURE I[.—Mowpay. 
Inrropuction.—Is Mesmerism a Science ?—Specific Agency—Phenomena 


necessarily variable—Sleep not an essential consequence—Classification of 


Phenomena—First stage, or Half sleep—Characteristics—Second stage, or 
perfect сота — Charaeteristies— Insensibility — loss of Consciousness and 
Memory. 

II.—Tvzspav. 

Third stage, or Sleep-waking—Characteristics— Double, or Changed Con- 
sciousness — Moto and Sensitive powers—Mesmeric relation— Occasional 
transference of Senses—Vision without the eyes, &c.—Cases—Analogous 
phenomena, arising in diseased states of nervous system Cases— Distinctive 
Characteristics, 

III.—W epnespay. 

Peculiar phenomena, arising from the relations established between the Ner- 
vous systems of operator and patient, viz. : Mesmeric Attraction—Catalepsy— 
Perception of the Sensations, Thoughts, and volitions of operator—Mental 
Voyages, &c. 

IV.—Tuourspay. 

Phreno-mesmerism ; what it is, and what it is not—Ordinary manifestations 
The newly discovered Organs of Dr. Buchanan—Sunderland and Hale— 
Fallacies of Phreno-mesmerism—Sources of Fallacy. 

| V.—F ripay. 

Intro-vision, or perception of their own internal organism, and probable 
changes—Cases—Perception and Diagnosis of disease in others—Prescriptive 
of appropriate remedies—Cases—Perception of Metallic Influences— Ultra- 
vision, | 

VI.— SATURDAY. 

Of the utility of Mesmerism in Surgical operations—Cases and remarks—Of 
its curative efficacy in the treatment of epilepsy, hysteria, paralysis, rheumatism, 
tic douloureux, head-ache, deafness, palpitation, and insanity—Of its efficacy in 
promoting sound natural sleep—Cases, | 
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Warp, Printer, 15, Maiden-lane, Covent-garden. 
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Animal Magnetism, 


with 


ILLUST RATIVE ( ASES, 


Proving the Phenomena of 


CLAIRVOYANCE. 
J. W. Vernon, Esq. 


WILL DELIVER A 


LECTURE 


AT THE 


PUBLIC ROOMS, UX B RIDGE, 
On Thursday Next, May 23rd, 1844, 


At EIGHT o'Clock precisely. 


—— 
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«4 T 
It would not disgrace the greatest man whom England ever produced, 


an to attempt 
e ] LI * . 
Aperiment or two upon a doctrine which 


PL HUFELAND, JussigU, Cuvier, AMPERE, 
uud hA P | favn { - ; T 
PLACE believed. Surely, what great men believe, ordinary men may try. 


CHENEVIX. 
OLE a a t E; 


SYLLABUS. Т > { ; ; 
* д 8 JS. The Phenomena of Clairvoyance, or Lucid Somnambulism — Cases of геайп 
aying C: : sati ‘ahi : | 
a Jards, and distinguishing objects independent of the ordinary visual means 
unity of — Previai т ‘ 
y of thought—Prevision—The facts proved —Rationale of the Phenomena. 


ig, 


Intuition 


Admitt [\ Valli р 
ance, One Shilling. Reserved Seats, 1s. 6d. Tickets may be had at the Rooms, and at Mr. Lake's 
Printing Office, Uxbridge. 


(T. M. Lake, Printer, Uxbridge.] 


LECTURES ON MESMERISM 


CLAIRVOYANCE. 


HORTICULTURAL ROOMS, TOP ОР PARK-STREET, BRISTOL. 
Dr. OWENS 


( Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, England ) and 


| Mr. W, J. VERNON 


( Of the Institute of Mesmerism $ Phrenology, London) 
WILL DELIVER 


MORNING LECTURES 


ON 
WEDNESDAY, Nov. 13, THURSDAY, Nov. 14, FRIDAY, Nov. 15.7 


Doors open at Half-past ONE, and to commence at TWO o'clock precisely. /3 44 
AND 


EVENING LECTURES 


WEDNESDAY, Nov. 13, THURSDAY, Nov. 14, and 
FRIDAY, Nov. 15. 


Doors open at Half-past 7, to commence at 8 o'clock precisely, 


ILLUSTRATED BY AN INTERESTING SERIES OF EXPERIMENTS, 


ening the Stages of Sleep, Catalepsy, Community of Taste, Power of Attraction, Insensibility to Pain, and b 
PHRENO-MESMERISM ; 


ت“ س 


— 
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AND ALSO THE 


...., CELEBRATED CLAIRVOYANTE, 


INS ) 
ы. t} TITUTE „ Who will read any Book produced from the Audience, the eyes being closed ; 
; the lowering ; a 


prove the fact of Mental Tra- 
ty nd raising the Pulse ; 


ME and who, although only a Child, will carry with ease the heaviest Person present. 
DICaL МЕМ are invited to test this case, by closing the Eyes by any fair means. 
* This is true, though opposed to Philosophy of all ages." 

n, мы "MISSION, TWO SHILLINGS. BACK SEATS, ONE SHILLING. 


obilit and Gantr \ > 
У irvoyante will attend, on due notice, Private Séances 


be known on application to Dr. OWENS, at the Printer's, or Rooms. 


are informed, that the Clai cl their Residences, Terms ma 


H. C. EVANS, Printer, 29, Clare-Street, Bristol 


[osmerism, 
XP DD 


HAVING EXAMINED ALL THE BEST CASES AND REPORTS, 


R. d 


WILL GIVE 


INE LECTURE 


UPON 


MESMERISIM, 


EMONSTRATING ITS FALLACY, · 


TUESDAY, DEC. 17, | 
IN THE INSTITUTE, CHELMSFORD. 


` ADMISSION, Is., (RESERVED SEATS, Is. Gd. "GALLERY, 64. "E 


— ды 


te will exhibit and explain all the Phenomena of | 
lairroyance, Phreno-Mesmerism without contact, 
igidity, Somnambulism, Attraction, Community of 
aste, &c. &c. and particularly investigate its suppo- ПЕ! 
influence upon disease, as exhibited in operation, 
and attested by Miss Martineau. Hl 


OTT 
ž4ž The Lecture to commence at EIGHT precisely. 


A. COPLAND, PRINTER, HIGH-STREET, CHELMSFORD. 
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PEEL E ré m 
ForcAMR. PURLAND'S LETTE „22, 
OURSELVES VERSUS THE MESMERISTS. 

We admire the candour of Mr. Purland, 
though we cannot agree with his opinions, and 
certainly question his discretion in adding his 


— te 


consider visionary enthusiasts. As, however, 
he has thought it necessary to vindicate the 
gentle art and the professor he has taken under 
his wing, at the expense of his own consistency 
and honesty, we feel bound to answer his letter 
seriatim. 

That we have no practical acquaintance 
with the subject of mesmerism we candidly 
allow, and consider that this very circumstance 
renders us more capable of forming a correct 
opinion of the experiments of others; for 
while the operators, anxious for the success of 
their experiments, see everything through a 
false medium, and are distracted by hopes of 
success on the one hand, and then fears of 
failure on the other, we, having no theories to 
support and anxious only for the elucidation of 
| truth, look on with the most perfect calmness, 
if not indifference. 

` Would our correspondent assume that no one 

should criticise a picture unless he could paint 
one, or that it is necessary to be a Hadyn or a 
Mozart, to form a correct judgment of any 
given piece of music; or, to give an example 
more german to the matter, that we could not 
understand the interesting experiments on 
electricity or galvanism unless we were adepts 
in the use of the battery. 

The professors of the art of mesmerism 
is | have challenged the attention of the public to 
a set of experiments, on the success of which 
(unless the lecturers are a set of charlatans 
and do not understand their subject) the art 
must either stand or fall A new theory, 
exercising the important influence animal mag- 
netism is said to do on the animal economy, is 
not to be established by a few bare and isolated 
successes, that rather form exceptions to the 
general laws of nature, than tend to establish a 
new code. 


practical acquaintance with mesmerism to 
understand whether its experiments fail or 
succeed, we shall proceed to speak of clair- 
voyance, one of the most important of the 
phenomena, and one that makes too heavy 
demands on our credulity to be received on 
light evidence; certainly not in direct con- 
tradiction to every kind of failure; and we will 
proceed to enquire how this power has been 
established by the exhibition of Mr. Vernon, 
with whom our correspondent accuses us of 
| dealing unfairly. 

Mr. Vernon challenges our observations by 
bringing forward a young lady—no new patient, 
not опе of whose capability of receiving the 
= mesmeric influence he is in doubt, but one who 
I |18 а practised hand, who has rehearsed the 
E T Part over and over again—and yet, when her 
powers of clairvoyance are subjected to a strict, 
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name to the list of those whom half the world 


Assuming, then, that it does not require a 
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but perfectly fair test, they fail in most cases, 
and perfectly succeed in no one instance. Our 
correspondent says that he has seen the same 
youn lady do wonders in this way; that he, 
as seen her read, (her eyes being so perfectly 
bandaged that she could not see) the book 
being placed on the lecturer’s head and her 
forehead against his chest. We doubt not 
his word—we believe that he thinks she 
did so, and when we see the same thing fairly 
and unequivocally done, we will believe it too; 
but till then, painful as it is to lie under the 
‘strictures of our correspondent, we shall con- 
tinue to doubt the existence of a power, the 
exhibition of which, in every instance, as far as 
our observations have gone, has signally failed. 

To speak of the lecture at the Mechanics’ 

Institution, where there was neither noise or 
confusion, where the lecturer was certainly not 
forced to attempt one iota more than he had 
volunteered to do, can Mr. Vernon, or our cor- 
respondent, point out one instance of even ques- 
tionable success; and it is rather too much that 
he should accuse us of unfairness, because we are 
are not convinced by unsuccesssful experiments. 

We are perfectly ready to attach a proper 
degree of importance to the written authorities 
in favour of mesmerism; but at the same time 
we cannot conceal from ourselves that the 
highest intellect, having a particular hypothesis 
to support, may see things through a false 
medium; and that its evidence must con- 
sequently be received with some degree of 
caution, while people will always be found 
ready, from interest or some other motive, to 
assist in deceptions that command a certain 
degree of notoriety. 

Our correspondent complains of the manner 
in which the audience at the Adelaide Gallery 
interfered with the course of Mr. Vernon’s 
proceedings, and asks whether Mr. Brand or 
Мт. Farraday would submit to such interference; 
there can, howeyer, be but little parallel 
between the cases. Chemistry is founded on 
too firm a base to be affected by the failure or 
success of any practical experiments—mes- 
merism, on the contrary, can only be established 
by the most ample success. р 

We certainly are at present sceptical as to its 
truth, but we disclaim any prejudice, except a 
prejudice in favour of common sense and 
against humbug. Prove by a set of well 

regulated experiments (and we will allow for 

| unavoidable failures) the truth of the art, and 
| we shall be among its most strenuous advocates, 
but we can accept no secondhand evidence, 
| however high and intellectual its source. / 
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Critic belongs to the new generation; it will endeavour to become 
the; — of the г and the philosophy of the momentous present, 
and to rally round it the young heart and hopes of the country.—Address, 
Noy. Ist, 1844. 


PRINCIPLES AND POLICY OF YOUNG 
ENGLAND. 

WE regret that an accident has prevented the insertion 
of the continuation of the series of articles on the Prin- 
ciples and Policy of Young England. It will appear in 
our next. 


TO READERS. 


WE continue to receive, from all parts of the country, 
urgent entreaties to adopt at once the ultimate design of 
Tue Critic, and publish it weekly from the commence- 
ment of the new year. 


larger class of readers if we were to bring out Tur 
Critic weekly, reducing its pages to twenty-four, and 
its price to fourpence occasionally, as does the Atheneum 
giving the present number of pages when advertisements 
required it. This, it is urged, would add but a trifle to 
the present cost, and every reader would have the plea- 
sure of its weekly receipt according to the custom of 
other journals, while enlarged space would be afforded 
for the more perfect accomplishment of the design of 
Tue Critic, which is to record whatever belongs to 
British and Foreign Literature and Art. This, we be- 
lieve, is the only practicable mode of acceding to the 
pressing requests of,our subscribers; but this we can- 
not venture upon without further deliberation. Still 
there would be a very great increase of expenses, and 
still the query returns, Would the circulation or the ad- 
vertisements, or both, be thereby so increased as to meet 
the added cost ? 

Tue Critic is largely taken by the Booksellers 
throughout the country. Might we prefer a request to 
such of them as have experience, and who feel interested 
in the fortunes of THE CRITIC, to inform us candidly, 
by letter, what in their opinion would be the effect upon 
its circulation of reducing the price of THE CRITIC to 


We are well aware that until this be done, so much fourpence, and publishing it weekly? 


has habit accustomed our countryfolk to the hebdomadal 
appearance of a journal, THE Critic will not obtain 
credit for anything like the extent or inflüential character 
of the circulation it actually enjoys. The advertisement 
columns prove this. Although they are improving, they 
do not exhibit a tenth part of the array to which their 
great value as an advertising medium entitles them, 
while journals, with circulations less in number and ex- 
tent, and vastly less in influence, are selected by adver- 
tisers, This is no doubt in part owing to the stern and 
unflinching independence which THE Critic has main- 
tained in all its reviews; indeed, we know of two or 
three who did once send us their advertisements, who 
have withdrawn them because, acting upon the principle 
Tue Critic is endeavouring to maintain, we honestly 
expressed disapproval of some of their publications; but 
it is also partly the result of the fortnightly publication, 
which is unusual, and therefore looked upon with sus- 
picion. 

But recognizing all the undeniable advantages of the 
desired change, prudence counsels caution. As its earl 
friends are aware, THE Critic was not established for 
any purposes of profit. It is a labour of love with all 
engaged in it, and we promised from the beginning that 
whatever the favour of friends might enable it, through 
extended circulation and advertisements, to return, 
should be expended in its improvement, even to the 
concentration upon its pages of the best writers mone 
could procure; and so far the promise has been ful- 

Milled, for improvement has kept pace with circulation, or 
rather has preceded it. 

But though all are willing to give their labour, and 
we look for no profit, we are loth to incur any consi- 
derable loss. At present, the expenses are nearly, but 
not 1 aie 

‚ quite repaid by the proceeds. But a weekly publi- 
cation would more than double those expenses, because 
the increased toil would require more assistance than 
could be procured without payment. It is moreover a 
question whether the present subscribers would all con- 
et to double cost, even though it were to reap double 
ee and is there a probability of sufficient new 
* to compensate for the possible loss of some old 
аъ оф. puce , are serious considerations, Which make us 
Pu I till the subscribers have increased to а 

icing — аи the retirement of a few, without 

аз been suggested to us that we might secure 
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Y |that of naming thetime at which she should wake. 


If when we have thus ascertained the opinions of the 
best judges we should find them to be in favour of the 
proposition, we will accede to the wishes so numerously 
expressed. But if theré be a doubt, we shall be content. 
to wait until the subscribers are numerous enough to 
permit the alteration to be made with impunity. 


— چ 


MISS MARTINEAU ON MESMERISM. 


Tue Atheneum, of Nov. 30, contained a continuation of 
Miss MAnTINEAU's accounts of her experiences іп Mesmerism. 
But that second letter is wholly devoted to the description of 
another case which occurred in the same house. 

It was that of a girl, aged about nineteen, to whose truthful 
character Miss Martineau bears testimony. Mesmerism 
was employed with her to relieve a disorder of the eyes; but it 
exhibited some phenomena, new and startling to Miss MARTI- 
NEAU, and probably to many of our readers, but familiar to 
all who have enjoyed an opportunity of seeing many mesmeric 
patients. А 

On the first trial she was thrown into the sleep in five 
minutes. She was mesmerised very frequently afterwards, and 
with manifest benefit to her health. з 

Unlike the three cases recorded in this and the last Crirttc,. 
3s having fallen under the personal cognizance of the Editor 
within the circle of his own family, this patient had no recol-- 
lection of the occurrences during the trance. But in other 
respects she exhibited much the same phenomena, especially 
Miss M. 
remarks :— 


It is a memorable moment when one first hears the monosyl- 
lable, which tells that the true mesmeric trance has begun. 
Are you asleep? Tes.“ It is crossing the threshold of a 
new region of observation of human nature. Then it gocs.’’ 
* How long shall you sleep?” Half an hour." Shall you 
wake of yourself, or shall I wake you?" ‘I shall wake of my- 
self." And so she did to a second—no clock or watch being near, 
but the watch in my hand. For some weeks she could always 
see the time, and foretell her own waking; but of late, in mani- 
festing some new capabilities, she has lost much of this. 

Nothing can induce her to say a word on a matter she is not 
perfectly sure of. She solemnly shakes her head, saying, E 
won't guess :—it won't do to guess," And sometimes, appeal- 
ingly, ** I would tell you if I could." ** I'll try to see.” ** ГИ do 
all I can," &c. When sure of her point, nothing can move her 
from her declarations. Night after night, week after week, she 
sticks to her decisions, strangely enough sometimes, asit appears 
to us; but we are not aware of her ever yet having been mistaken 
on any point on which she has declared herself. 


She exhibited another extraordinary faculty, which so many 
patients have displayed. 


It soon became evident that one of her strongest powers was 
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times, but not often.“ Is it then that they taste, feel, &c. 
the same things atthe same mement?" „ Yes," 
And again, when asked how she sees things, she said :— 


©“ I see them, not like dreams in common sleep,—but things 
out of other worlds ; not the things themselves, but impressions 
of them. They come through my brain.’’ 

** Mesmerism composes the mind, and separates it from the 
common things of every day." 

„Will it hurt your, mesmerist ?" 

* Itis good for her. It exercises some powers of body and 
mind, which would otherwise lie dormant. It gives her mind oc- 
cupation, and leads her to search into things." 

Can the mind hear otherwise than by the ear?“ 

„Not naturally; but a deaf person can hear the mesmerist, 
when in the sleep; not any body else, however. 

“ How is it that you can see without your eyes ??? 

“ Ah! thatisa curious thing. I have not found it out yet." 


And again— 


*! have seen many places since I have been mesmerised ; but 
they all go away when I awake. They are like a vision, not a 
common dream." 

* How do you see these? Does tbe influence separate soul 
and body?“ 

** No: it sets the body to rest; exalts and;elevates the think- 
ing powers," 


Although she would not or could not read with her eyes 
shut, she twice wrote when desired, and once when her eyes 
were bandaged she complained that it was so light she could 
not see. 

The following experiment deserves to be extracted: 


One singular evidence of rapport between J. and her mesmerist 
І have witnessed under such unexceptionable circumstances as 
to be absolutely sure of it. When J. was dancing, and taking 
this room for a ball-room, she took her mésmerist for her part- 
ner, allowed herself to be conducted to a seat, &c. assuming a 
ball-room air, which was amusing enough in one with her eyes 
sealed up, as motionless as if they were never again to open. 
Being offered refreshment, she chose some mesmerised water, a 
glass of which was on the table, prepared for me. It seemed to 
exhilarate her, and she expressed great relish of the “© refresh- 
ment." [t struck us that we would try, another evening, whe- 
ther her mesmerist's will could affect her sense of taste. Tu her 
absence, we agreed that the water should be silently willed to 
be sherry the next night. To make the experiment as clear as 
possible, the water was first offered to her, and alittle of it drank 
as water. Then the rest was, while still in her hands, silently 
willed to be sherry; she drank it off—half a tumbler full—de- 
clared it very good; but, presently, that it made her tipsy. 
What was it? “ Wine—white wine," And she became ex- 
ceedingly merry and voluble, but refused to rise from her chair, 
or dance any more, or go down stairs, for she could not walk 
steady, and should fall and spoil her face, and moreover frighten 
them all below. I afterwards asked her mesmerist to let it be 

orter the next night. J. knew nothing of the porter, it seems, 
but called her refreshment “ a nasty sort of beer.“ 


And so does this, which is new to us in part :— 


Not less curious is it to see her inextricable gripe of the steel 
snuffers, or the poker, detached by a silent touch of the steel with 
gold. When no force can wrench or draw the snuffers from her 
grasp, a gold pencil-case or a sovereign stealthily made to touch 
the point of the snuffers, causes the fingers to unclasp, and the 
hands to fall. We have often put a gold watch into her hands, 
and, when the gripe is firm, her mesmerist winds the gold chain 


- round something of steel. In a minute or less occurs the relax- 


ation of the fingers, and the watch is dropped into the hand held 
beneath. While grasping these metals she sometimes complains 
that they have burnt her. 


It is singular that Miss MAnTINEAU shonld not have tried 
the phrenological phenomena, which are among the most 
striking exhibitions of mesmerism, and have not failed in any 
case we have ever seen. We look upon these as the most 
valuable result of mesmerism, because they prove demonstra- 
tively the truth of phrenology, and, consequently, its mani- 
fold important consequences upon the welfare of mankind, and 
upon every thing connected with the human mind. Miss 

| MARTINTAU’s remarks are as follow; and it is strange that so 
curious a testimony should not have led to further inquiry. 
Thus her letter concludes :— 


Lhave said nothing of phrenology in connection with mes- 
merism, though it is thought by those who understand both bet. 
ter than I do, that they are hardly separable, I have no other 
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reason for speaking of mesmerism by itself than that I am not 
qualified to give any faets or opinions on phrenological pheno. 
mena induced by mesmerism. ‘The only fact I have witnessed 
(probably because we do not know how to look for evidence) in 
the course of our experiment was amusing enough, but too iso- 
lated to base any statement on. J. appeared one day to be 
thrown into a paroxysm of order, when that organ was the part 
mesmerized. She was almost in a frenzy of trouble that she 
could not make two pocket-handkerchiefs lie flat and measure 
the same size; and the passion with which she arranged every- 
thing that lay awry was such as is certainly never seen in any 
waking person. This fit of order was curious and striking as 
farit went; and this is all I am at present qualified to say. 

We note that J. can tell nothing concerning any stranger; and 
that her insight appears clear in proportion as her affections are 
interested. We have tried her clairvoyance, by agreement with 
friends at a distance, strangers to her, and have failed, as we 
deserved. 1 hope we shall have the wisdom and self-command 
henceforth to prescribe nothing to a power so obscure, and, at 
present, beyond our dictation, We can summon and dismiss it, 
and may therefore contemplate it without fear. But we have no 
power over the nature of its manifestations. Our business, 
therefore, is humbly and patiently to wait for them: and, when 
obtained, diligently to use our reason in the study of them. 


Мау we ask Miss MAnTINEAU to read with care the cases 
we have recorded in this and the last Crirre, and having 
tried similar experiments with her patient, inform the world 
if the results are similar. Thus only can the study of this 
‘t great new truth ” be advanced. 


— mele 
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Tue Critic belongs to the new generation; it will endeavour to become 
the — — of the spirit and the philosophy of the momentous present, 
.and to rally round it the young heart and hopes of the country.—Address, 


Nov. Ist, 1844. 
THE PRINCIPLES AND POLICY OF YOUNG 
ENGLAND. 


We trust that we have made sufficiently intelligible 
what are the principles of YOUNG ENGLAND ; and that 
we have proved that they are not vague impressions, 
received without deliberation and maintained without 
reason, but solemn convictions, the result of observation 
and reflection, and which we are prepared to support by 
sober argument. Further, we have found it necessary 
more than once to repudiate many wild doctrines which 
have been palmed upon the public as those of YounG 
ENGLAND, and some that have been inconsiderately 
put forth by persons who certainly belong to our party, 
but for whose follies their party is not responsible. 
We must again entreat our readers to receive, as 
the principles and policy of Youxc ENGLAND, 
such only as are deliberately propounded by its public 
organs, and we believe we are not arrogating too 
much importance if we say that THe Critic, as the 
first established of its periodicals, and from its office as 
a literary journal necessarily treating it in a loftier and 
more extended point of view than can a newspaper, 
which has to deal with the petty topics of party warfare, 
is entitled to be received as the best authority upon the 
subject of the principles and policy of Youxc Exc- 
LAND. 

But we find it necessary still to impress upon the 
public that they must not associate the party of YouxG 
ENGLAND with the particular views of the half-dozen 
members of Parliament to whom that title has been 
given. They are but a fraction of that great and 
growing party whose members are scattered over 
the whole face of the country. The little band in 
the Parliament belongs to us, and not we to 
them. Tur CRITIC is not the representative of the 
precise views of any member of that able and gallant 
company, nor of some of the doctrines that appear to 
be held by all of them. Tur Critic utters the voice 
of the YOUNG ENGLAND of the whole nation, and 
seeks not merely to echo, but to form opinion, to de- 
velope principlés and a policy, and to make and lead a 
party upon definite principles to a definite end. 

It is for this reason that hitherto we have laboured, 
and for some time to come must continue to labour, at the 

efinition and development of the principles of YOUNG 

NGLAND. We cannot expect the intelligent to enlist 
—2 our banner unless we can convince their reason 
— pre — EN error in the past, and that 
— бы, z ability at least that our views may 

difficult d r —— for the future. Vast is the 

eading Me "NC eng prejudices long cherished, and of 
ut, tough ma ot a nation into new paths of thought; 
Mte s gh gantic, the enterprise is not hopeless. 

15 ап inherent vitality in truth, which enables it to 

Survive, though it fall neglected upon a b k 

ё trampled under foot amid th : HRS Were 

ever is it amid the scorn of crowded ways. 

Pai 4 catered abroad in vain. It will slowly, but 

M e 2 11 om into the most ungenial soil; it 
against its — do а was the most hardened 
h its Једу 8; it grows secretly, silently; puts 


m one by one; and even when its enemies 
No. 25, 
New 
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are triumphing, as they believe, in its destruction, it 


bursts into flower, brings forth its fruit, and the world 
reaps the riches of its harvest. 

So will it be with the truth which is the germ of the 
principles of Youxc ENGLAND. We are content that 
it should bide its time, and willing to labour zealously 
and without weariness to scatter it abroad and tend its 
slow but certain progress. 


— ˙ æ— 


MISS MARTINEAU versus THE ATH ENUM; 
THE ATHENZEUM versus MISS MARTINEAU. 


AFTER reaping a rich harvest from the introduction of Miss 
MARTINEAU, the Atheneum very coolly turns round upon her 
and hisses her off the stage, with a sufficiently obvious insinu- 
ation that her patient, J. was an impostor, and herself more 
credulous than wise. Having made а good market of her for 
himself, our contemporary does his best to discredit her for any 
other uses. 

This, however, is a matter between Miss MARTINEAU and 
the Atheneum. The lady is perfectly competent to protect 
herself. Her veracity and judgment are at stake, and, doubt- 
less, she will do well and promptly whatever may be necessary 
to vindicate them, and our columns shall be at her service for 
such a purpose. But our present concern is to vindicate, not 
Miss MARTINEAU, but Mesmerism, from the attack of the 
Atheneum, and we proceed, without further comment, to an- 
swer, temperately, and by argument alone, the article of our 
contemporary. 

The facts narrated by Miss MARTINEAU, and to which the 
Atheneum properly limits its review, are comprised in the 
two cases of herself and the girl whom she designates by the 
letter J. 

To her own case we confess we are not inclined to attach 
any great importance. It is probable, but it is not and cannot 
be proved, that her cure was the result of mesmeric treatment. 
It may have proceeded from natural causes, or even from the 
cessation of medical treatment. We, who are convinced of the 
reality of the mesmeric influence, have neither doubt nor dif- 
ficulty in ascribing the cure to that cause ; but our conviction 
is not sufficient to satisfy a sceptic or even a seeker after truth. 
He hasa right to ask for proofs, instead of probabilities ; and 
these Miss MAnTINEAU'S case certainly does not afford. 

Nor, as a case of Mesmerism, has it much interest in itself. 
The influence, whatever it is, had but slight sway over her— 
not sufficient, indeed, to satisfy an observer that she was sub- 
ject to it at all. 

To believers, however, it was interesting as a description, 
by an observant and thoughtful patient, of her experiences of 
the effects of Mesmerism. But in this, and indeed in every 
other particular, the cases we have recorded in Tre Critic, 
as having occurred in our own family circle, are infinitely 
more interesting and more curious than that of Miss Man- 
TINEAU. 

As she candidly observed in one of her letters, the interest 
of her own case was entirely absorbed in that of her patient, 
J.; and it is to this case that the Atheneum directs its main 
attack. 

To persons unaccustomed to witness the phenomena of 
Mesmerism this case was doubtless a startling one; and it 
seems to have made a very great impression upon Miss Mar- 
TINEAU. "They who have had any experience in Mesmerism 
will readily parallel it with many that have fallen under their 
Own observation. Every phenomenon exhibited by J., with 
the exception of the clairvoyance displayed in the narrative of 
the shipwreck, was shewn by the patients whose cases we have 
introduced to our readers, and upon the strict veracity of 
which we stake the character of THE CRITIC. 

On a subject of which as yet so little is known, we are 
loath to express even an opinion, or to question any fact as- 
serted because it appears to be contrary to that which we are 
accustomed to deem the order of Nature. But we may be 
allowed to state the result of our own experience, and that 
certainly does not satisfy us of the existence of a clairvoyance 
extending to the perception of things occurring at a distance. 
We have never yet found a case of clairvoyance in which the 
patient could give information of any thing that was not 
known to the Mesmerizer, or some person en rapport with 
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him, and as yet we very much doubt whether the power ex- | 


ond that strange sympathy, the existence of which is | Any one of them, if true 
| А * 


| studies of philosophers throughout the world; 
In the mes- the 4tAencwm dismiss s 2 — 


erceptions are exalted beyond any | seriously considered.“ 


tends bey 
established beyond all doubt. 

Our explanation of J.'s case would be this. 
meric state the patients“ p 
thing of which, in our ordinary condition, we can form the 
slightest conception. They can hear sounds of coming foot- 
steps long before they are audible to us, and perceive motions 
and feel influences which pass about us without becoming sen- 
sible to the brain in its usual state. At the time J. was re- 
lating the circumstances in her sleep above stairs, her aunt 
was narrating it ina room below. We have not the slightest 
doubt that J.'s quickened senses heard the tale as it was told 
in the other room, and that she forthwith repeated it. That the 
waves of sound extended so far, although they could produce no 
effect upon our organs in their ordinary state, will not be 
denied, nor is it without the bounds of reasonable probability 
that there should be such an extraordinary state of the senses, 


perceive the waves of sound usually imperceptible. Nay, is it 
not of daily occurrence in fevers and nervous disorders? Will 
not the Indian hunter, from practice, recognize the tramp of 
footsteps so distant that the European listens for them in 
vain ? 


ting the very great importance to society, that it should be 


ascertained whether Mesmerism be true or not, our contempo- | 
rary asks what is included under the title of Mesmerism ? for | 
its supporters are not agreed either as to the phenomena or | 


the theory of their science. It is true that experiment has not 


determined all the facts, and few have yet ventured to broach | 


any theory at all. But that is no evidence against it. So it 
is with all the branches of physiology. In which of them 
are physiologists agreed, either about the phenomena or 


in the theory? Is there, to this day, unity of assertion or of | 
opinion upon the science of mind? Yet who but the Editor of | 


the Atheneum would dream of denying the existence of the 
science on this account: or why should more precision be 


required to secure for Mesmerism a fair investigation, than | 


for the phenomena of life, of generation, of the nerves, of the 
mind, about which we are quite as ignorant and unsettled as 
we are on the subject of Mesmerism ? In all, we see only cer- 
tain phenomena; upon these even observers differ, the theories 
about them are conflicting, and in fact we know only that we 
see them, and we are entirely unable to trace their causes, or 
the modus operandi of nature. 

This objection to Mesmerism, therefore, falls to the ground. 

Having disposed of Miss MamriNEAU's personal expe- 
riences, in which, we freely admit, there is nothing to satisfy a 
sceptic, the Reviewer attacks the case of J.; and here mark his 
unfairness. He says, 


We lay aside all the minor phenomena, many of which are 
really too trifling to be seriously considered, and come at ence to 
the case of claircoyance. 


The Afhenexm in this plays the part of a clever advocate, 
but not that of an earnest seeker after truth. Omitting all the 
strong, he snatches at the weak, points of the case on the other 
side; and, having answered one, hopes it will be assumed that 
he has answered all. We have already stated our explanation 


of the fact, which doubtless Miss МавтіхЕАС has described | 


with strict accuracy, and that explanation is consistent both 
with the known laws of nature and the honesty of the patient. 
But even if the clairvoyance be disposed of, either by the 
conjecture we have hazarded, or, after the fashion of the Athe- 
neum, by charging the parties with a gross imposture, the 
case is not thus altogether overthrown. There yet remain to be 
accounted for, to be explained, or to be contradicted, the other 
described by Miss MamriNEav. It is very con- 


Such a mode of treating them relieves the editor from a diffi- 
culty, but it does not get rid of the fact. What! is the phe- 
nomenon of the sleep itself, thus artificially produced, trifling ? 
Is the community of taste frifling’ Is the reading of the mind 
of the Mesmerizer fring Is it trifling for an uneducated 
irl to make such answers as Miss MARTINEAU has 

the lips of her patient? Is the catalepsy frifmg ? Аге 
the phrenological phenomena fring? The reviewer must 


|the reviewer to set as 


— 
have a strange notion of things if he deems these trifling. 


should be sufficient to engage the 


es in a sentence as “too trifling to be 
After skipping these difficulties, it was easy enough for 
ide all the reasonings of Miss Man- 
TINEAU by the assertion that the mesmeric pheno- 
mena аге not proved. That is the very question at 
issue. We assert that they are proved, the Atheneum 
asserts that they are not. What, in such case of contradict- 


| ory assertion as to the existence or non-existence of a fact in 


nature, would be the obvious duty, nay, would be the anxious 
desire, of any person honestly seeking that the truth should be 
ascertained? Would it not be to institute a calm and careful 
investigation into the circumstances alleged, not by abstract 
reasoning upon their probability or improbability, but by ac- 


| tual experiment ? 
such an exelfation of their powers, as should enable them to | 


This rational course, however, the Atheneum not only de- 
clines, but it actually justifies a refusal to inquire. This it 
does by reference to the many popular delusions of past ages, 
testified by clouds of respectable witnesses at the time, though 
now exploded. 


| 


| But from these facts we should deduce just the opposite 
We turn now to the arguments of the Atheneum. Admit- | 


conclusion. Ifso many persons have been deceived before, 
it seems to us but the more necessary that any novelty as- 
serted by the testimony of many should undergo the most 
rigid scrutiny by the observant and reflecting. If the popular 
delusions of past ages—instead of being treated as the 
| Atheneum would treat Mesmerism, with neglect by those 
most competent to investigate its claims — had been boldly 
taken in hand, and submitted to the crucible of actual experi- 
ment, they would never have wrought the mischiefs that 
| resulted from their uncontradicted diffusion. lf Mesmerism 
be a delusion, as the Afheneum asserts, it ought to be exposed 
and dissipated by the investigations of those most competent 
| to subject it to the test of experiment. If, on the other hand, 
| Mesmerism be true, the Atheneum itself will admit that to 
neglect it would be disgraceful to science and to our age. If 
| the argument of the Atieneum be good for any thing, it would 
| extend to the staying of the progress of all knowledge. We 
| cannot understand what evidence would justify the investigation 
! of anv new discovery, if such as that in favour of Mesmerism be 
not held sufficient. If the same rule had been applied 
| to anv of the discoveries which аге now held in veneration, 
| what would have become of them? in what backward stage 
would science now have been? If, for instance, some .dihe- 
| лент of those days had met Harvey's assertion that the 
| blood circulated, or Newron’s assertion of the law of gravi- 
tation, or GariLEO's assertion that the earth. moved 5 
| the sun, with the same argument our Atheneum has appli 
to Mesmerism ; conducting the colloquy after this fashion,— 
It is false.” , and hundreds who have examined — 
chat it is true. I ask you to come and investigate it. 3 
no; the world has been deluded before by things 2 
| hundreds of persons have borne testimony. —We ES n 
| an argument had been — these great discov 
| hare perished with their authors. ae 
The fallacy of the Atheneum lies in this: it omina 
claims of theories and facts. A theory is а 5 bs. 
very frequently is incapable of proof, and the e^ eet 
suffered to pass unexamined ; but a fact is capa 5 PE digi 
proof or disproof. If it rest on the assertion of гч м — 3 
individual, it is never quite unworthy of notice; 1 1 — 2 
tained by the evidence of man „Жуз : claim upon 
tention and investigation of the philosopher. 
Nor is the — or inexplicable aspect of any cme 
fact in science a sufficient reason for disregarding 1t, Dit 
pecially in animal physiology, of which our — e 
so limited that it is difficult to say how much we — — 
presents to our contemplation a great deal that is as in — should 
and which, were it not daily passing before —— therefore 
deem as mysterious, аѕ Mesmerism ; yet we do = — 
deny the facts we cannot account for, nor refuse — 
them because no satisfactory theory of them has 
— — justly remarks of the man of r haeo 
* he is а calm observer—who collects phenomena : 
been soberly noted by himself or other competent perso 


science, that 


adding cautiously one to another, until he is enabled to deduce 
from the whole certain general laws. Such is the progress of 
science; its path is clear, open, and straightforward." We 
only ask our contemporary, and those who adopt his views, 
to apply to Mesmerism the principle he has so well set forth. 
We call upon him and them not to believe without experiment; 
not to let faith precede inquiry, but to set themselves calmly 
to investigate and note phenomena, and when this has been 
done fairly and fully, and not before, to pronounce an 
honest opinion whether those phenomena be realities or im- 
postures. They judge us most unjustly who suppose that we 
desire any person to accept Mesmerism as an existing fact in 
nature upon any other testimony than that of their own senses, 
guided by their own good sense and reason. We ask them 
not to believe it because we believe it, nor to adopt any asser- 
tions of the experience of others, save as a stimulus to per- 
sonal research. We complain only of those who, like the 
Atheneum, deny without examination, condemn without see- 
ing, and refuse to investigate an alleged fact in nature, to 
which thousands bear testimony, because it does not assort 
with some foregone conclusions of their own. We repeat that 
such a course is unphilosophical, unwise, unworthy, and, in- 
stead of shewing self-confidence, is in fact the result of a 
cowardly fear lest that which they have denounced should 
possibly prove to be true, and their self-importance be 
shocked by the rebuke which would thus be given to their 
dogmatic denials. ° 

That some such lurking consciousness of an untenable 


position haunts our contemporary is apparent from the fol- 


lowing passage, with which he concludes his reply. 


Animal magnetism is a complex of many particulurs, — first, of 
physiological statements, some of which, when stripped of their 
exaggerations, are curious, and may, perhaps, on further inves- 
tigation, lead to an extension of our knowledge concerning the 
nervous system,—secondly, of a theory concerning the cause of 
these phenomena,—and lastly, of certain psychological state- 
ments. If the partisans of this boasted science had confined 
themselves to detailing their experiments concerning the first of 
these i , in a spirit of philosophy, with modesty and 
doubt, they would not have encountered hostility from any party ; 
and even if their discovery had turned out а mare’s nest, as we 
think it will, they would have lost no credit by the transaction. 
But coupling, as they have, their imputed facts with a theory, 
which every tyro in philosophy may perceive to be as yet no more 
than a rash and hasty generalization from а few imperfect obser- 
vations,—end moreover, asking public credit for their psychological 
mysteries, which carry refutation on the very annouucement,— 
we hold that every scientific man who regards bis own character 
should keep aloof from them, and refrain from sanctioning, by 
direct 1 in their proceedings, a transaction so likely 
to lead to mischievous consequences. If there exist sensible 
men who have a curiosity or a doubt as to the nature of the 
whole affair, it would be easy for them to conduct their experi- 
ments apart, and keep the results to themselves, until they shall 
have reduced them within the natural bounds of science, and 
rendered them intelligible and definite; but as yet, we hold that 
the magnetists have shewn no tokens of possessing a philoso- 
phical spirit, a cool judgment, or a critical knowledge of the 
nature of truth and its relations, which should remove them from 


the class of the Cagliostros, the Katerfeltos, or the emperors of 


all the conjurors,—or justify men of real science in afording 
them the co-operation they сай for. 


Here, then, we have a distinct admission that Mesmerism 
has some truth in it. The rational — i would wg it 
was Ње duty of philosophers to ascertain, by inquiry, the ex- 
tent ot iat beak But no, says the Ai — many of it⸗ 
friends claim for it powers to which we can give no credit, and 
broach theories to which we cannot subscribe, and therefore, 
‘í every scientific man should keep aloof,’ and not trouble 
himself about that portion of it which is true. And so, accord- , 
ing to this sapient counsellor, because some astronomers have | 
i Nzwrox's theory, and broached theories some- | 
what vague and extravagant, it is the duty of philosophers to | 
^^ keep aloof from” astronomy. Verily a most easy method 


nen who regard their characters, because some partisans have. 
` zations “ from а few imperfect observations, ill the Athe- 


naum inform us what science is without 
dr e such theories? 

ut we have lingered too long over this irrati 
sophical, ad орыг attack "ooh Vedula: * 
anxious only fully and fairly, and in the cal casoni 
tone that befits — iê truth is, e bs A а be ы 
single object of the parties, to shew the invalidity of the obj 
tions preferred by our contemporary. In conclusion, we toii 
submit one request to the editor of the Atheneum and to all 
ge y doubt the truth of Mesmerism. 4 $ 

t them believe nothing they see done by oth í 

of which they read; but let them make their 4 —— 
and upon the result we are content to stake the issue. Let 
them, with their own hands, try to mesmerize a dozen persons 
in their own families, or among their friends, where they possess 
the most absolute assurance that there is no imposture, If it 
fail to produce in them the phenomena we have described ав 
exhibited by our friends and relatives, they will be justified in 
doubting others; but if they find, as they will find in one or 
more of them, that the result is similar to that which they have 
read of other cases, we shall claim of them a candid admission 
that the imposture which they know to be impossible in their 
own case was not practised by persons a$ honest as them- 
selves. 

And then let them join the Society for the Investigation of 
Mesmerísm, for the purpose of ascertaining, by well-planned ex- 
periments, what is the physiology of the strange faets they 
have witnessed. 
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GREENWICH LITERARY INSTITUTION. 


LITERARY INSTITUTION. 
4 ae HANI A fe 
е The following are the Classes and Lectures 
for the ensuing week. : 


2 

Second Lecture on Mesmerism and Clair- 
voyance, by Mr. Vernon.—Sacred Harmonic 
Society’s Rehearsal, conducted by Mr. Qu'n- 
ton,—Elementary Singing Class, conducted by 
Mr. Gantter. : 


The discussion’ class of the Greenwich Lite- 
ed Institution, have, for the last three weeks, 
had the subject of Mesmerism under considera- 


tion. 
On Friday, February 7th, Mr. J. French put 
forward the following proposition, ‘‘ That 

Mesmerism is calculated to become of public 
utility " And in a neat, concise, and well- 
pointed essay ably opened the subject. 
^ He was supported also by various members of 
the class, who related several cures that had 

come under their notice, by the aid of mes- 

f merism. Me Р , 

After a few remarks by Mr. D. Bass, secretary 
to the Institution, and Mr. Ryde, the chairman, 
the meeting adjourned for a week. 

On Friday, the lth, the discussion was 
opened by Mr. J. Parker, who, after affirming 
mesmerism to be a modification of known laws, 
enlightened his hearers by а definition of 
mesmerism ; and, with a view to expose it to 
ridieule, said How can сота be inconsistent ?' 
it is well known that an elderly parson, with а 
‘tedious sermon, would soon send his hearers 

into a state of profound-coma! Clairvoyance 
is no-new thing. He related a case in illustra- 

tion, of a boy that could distinguish colors and 
objects at the back of his head. Every body 
pre astonishing—but the affair turned out 
that the father was a ventriloquist, and the boy 

never spoke at all, How was it this science did 

not rank among otherjsciences? In France it 

was out of date 


f 


, and even in our own Lecture 
Hall, that last year was filled, we scarcely now 
hear g of it. He concluded by saying 
they had a right to doubt everything contrary to 
the natural course of nature. 

‘Mr. W. б. Smitb, in reply, ssid that one 
proofof mesmerism being true was its univer- 
sality. That at the present time persons in the 
highest walks pf science and literature were em- 

g its pr “among whom stood the 
name of Dr. Ellistson. He, Mr. Smith, thought 
Mr. Parker, in defining coma, knew nothing 
about it, or what the slate of coma was. That 
this wretched description of clairvoyance would 
not tell as an argument against the truth of 
mesmerism. Was a subject like this to be made 
а jest? calculated as it was to allay the sufferings 
of our fellow creatures. He did not under- 
‘stand whether Mr. P. was in jest or earnest, but 
he thought he ought to treat the subject in a 
more sérioüs manner. And briefly referred to 
Miss Martineau’s case, as one of the marked 
benefits resulting from mesmerism.~ 
. Mr. Joyce then rose, and in that mild, argu- 
mentative, candid and affable manner, so cha- 
racteristic of his general character at the class, 
took his usual position, viz., the leader of the 
opposition. After assuming mesmerism to be 
‘humbug, 2 only by knaves and fools, and 
asserting Miss Martineau's case was опе of gross 
delusion,and a Mr. Harroid's case not much 
better, he proposed an amendment which was 
seconded by Mr. Pettett. Strange to say, Mr. 
J. let slip the following sentence —“ That he 
believed any stale that is produced by mesme- 
tism may be produced by other means. 

Mr. W. G. Smith tried for about ten minutes 
to induce tbe mesmeric sleep on Mr. Harrold 
and succeeded in partially closing the eyes, but 
owing to the lateness of The evening he would 
not continue tbe expetimeni. 

The class then adjourned. __ - 
Mr. W. С. Smith opened the discussion on 
Friday evening, Feb. 21st, by saying, he hoped 
he had met that evening, gentiemen who were 
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* 1 They 
had not mere pieces or mecnanism to operate on 
cut human beings as themselves, and that per. 
fect order was required, the operation being one 
of abstraction and concentration of mind, it re. 
quired his undivided attention to its full deve. 
lopment. "That it should impress their minds 
with some soul-stirring and solemn truths—to 
show them the power possessed by one person 
over another, for either good or evil purposes. 
Mr: S. then proceeded to explain the nervous 
‘phenomena of mesmerism. Не said there were 
three stages, viz., - ы "owe s | 

Ist, or imperfect ‘state—From this state the 
slightest touch or noise would "a н the 
patient. ; 

24 stage, or comative state—It was in this 
tate the patient was dead to all feeling, the 
loudest noise would not awnken them, and the 
most painful surgical operation could be per- 
formed without the patient feeling the slightest | 
pain. ba 

За stage, was somnambulism or sleep-walk- 

‘ing—It was in this state all the alleged pheno- 
ena of attraction, catalepsy, or rigidity of the 
muscles, phreno-mesmerism, &c., were deve- 
loped. Some reach a very high state of lucidity, 
and could perceive without the use of their 
yes. He hoped they would take the experi 
ments that were to follow for just as much as 
they were worth. 
Some interesting experiments followed, but 
owing to the excited state of the meeting, and 
the conflicting opinions afloat as to whether the 
patient was really asleep or not, also from the 
conditions laid down not being duly observed, 
the patient was thrown into an hysterical condi 
tion, and the meeting separated in confusion. 

The class has during the last two or three 
«weeks more thar oubled its numbers. 
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LECTURE ОМ MESMERISM. f 
— — | 
A lecture by Professor Vernon, of the Мев- 
meric and Phrenological Institution of London, 
was on Monday night delivered in the large 
hall. of the above society. . 7 
Mr. Vernon, on opening, alluded to the great 
excitement this subject had produced in Green- 
wich, and altbough at the first there had been 
considerable opposition, there was not one now 
who would dare come forward and deny the 
facl that there was truth in that science. After 
alluding to the scepticism of Hume as to mira- 
cles, and Babbage as to mesmerism, the lecturer - 
proceeded to read from a list the names of seve- | 
ral of the most eminent men, all of whom were 
{ 
| 
; 
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convinced of the truth of mesmerism, or as it is 
also termed, animal magnetism, amongst whom 
were Cuvier, the great naturalist ; Empieur, 
Previot, Georges, Depusé, Brewster, Trepas, 
‘Bertrand, La Rue, Patisé, Lavater, Hoffman, 
Paris, Elliotson, Colquhoun, and Gregory, the 
Professor of Chemistry, at Edinburgh, the lat- | 
ter of whom was so thoroughly convinced of ils | 
truths, that in his lectures delivered to his 
classes, he had reported many cases he had ef- 
fected by means of the mesmeric fluid. In France 
and Germany, continued the lecturer, so con- 
inced are the medical practitioners of the trata 
rism, that no less than 1400 works 
have been published on the subject. The second 
c ion of the Academie de Sciences, at Pa- 
well convinced of its truths swere thay, 
that under the 23d head of their rep ort, they en- 
tered very fully into the subject. The professor 
en entered into the nature of mesmerism, 
hich he stated was produced by external 
causes—it was the medicine of nature, the exu- 
berance of vitality in one person given to 
another deficient in such vitality—merely а 
change produced in the nervous system of the 
human being. Does not the thunder-storm, 
continued Mr. Vernon, produce a change in. 
our nervous system? A pleasant word, or & 
harsh look, do they not produce æ change, the 
one by a smiling lip, the other by a downcast 
So, also are the feelings of joy and 


a light, but without effect; he took trom шз 
pocket а lucifer match, aud having rubbed it 
on the sole of his shoe, it instantly ignited. The 
savages were so astonished, as it appeared to 
them a supernatura! power, that they were ready 


| to fall down and worship him. This fcel.ng, 
said Mr. Vernon, was prodaced by the external 
| cause of the sudden ignition of the lucifer, act- 


ing on the nervous system of the Indians. 

Persons mesmerised, or whilst under a state 
of nervous excitement, have no immediate re- 
collection of what transpires whilst in the mes- 
тегіс or nervous state, yet many years after, six 
seven, or eleven years, they have а very distinct 
temembrance of all the circumstances, and il- 
lustrated the fact by the following anecdote— 
“ Lockhart, in his biographical history of Scott, 
relates that his work,the Bride of Lammermoor 
was written by that great author, whilst labour- 
ing under & severe fit of nervous excitement,, 
and that bis daughter was compelled to act as 
his amanuensis on the occasion, writing from his 
fatber'sdictation, and that on the recovery of 
Sir Walter he had not the slightest recollection 
of this fact; and so fearfal was he that he had 
committed some blunder in its composition, 
that he immediately sent for a copy of that 
beautifal work, and was highly delighted when 
he found that so far from having committed any 
errors, he had never produced a more ínterest- 
ing novel," 

The lecturer then touched slightly on the 
subjects of elairvoyarice and somnambulism, and 
related a circumstance of 4 man who, whilst 
under the state Of mesmeric ciairvoyance, with 


| а thiek board placed before him, copied a sheet 


of music, note for note, and wrote under each 
note the words of the song. Invalides, continued 
the Professor, whilst in a state of nervous ex- 
citement, can inform their medical adviser not 
only what would do them good, but also predict 
the period of their recovery, and gave several 
instances ;in one the patient had desired a raw 
lobster, another roast pig, and a third porter, 
which on being given them reaily had the desired 
effect, and they recovered. So in the brute 
creation, instinet leads them to choose that 


which will be most beneficial to them, and yet | 
so wilfally blind and obstinate are some persons | 


that they would rather suffer the most acute 
anguish than be cuted by mesmerism, consi- 
sam бе tæ be the agent of a wicked power. 
The Rev. Mr. Pyne, of Hook, in the county 
of Surrey, has stated that he has effected up- 
wards of one hundred cures by means of mes- 
merism. Miss Martineau, than whom there is 
hot a stronger minded woman, 20 convinced was 
she of the truth of this science, that, after five 
years of severe suffering, she underwent the 
operation, when, from that moment, she got 
better; and from not being able to walk from 
one room to another, without assistance, was 


in a short time so far recovered as to walk a 


considerable distance without feeling fatigued. 
But what said her physician? He told her it 
was all nonsense—she was not any better—it 
was mere fancy. The editor of the Atheneum, 
in an article, went во far in remarking on this 
lady's case, that ns she had not received a me- 
dical education, it was impossible for her to Bay 
whether she was better or not. Mr. Vernon 
then proceeded to state that he had at that time 
a patient, a young lady, the daughter of one of 
the Jadges in Bombay, who, from some disease 
under which she was labouring, was unable to 
walk, and was compelled on every fourth day to 
be leeched, This-Jady, in the early part of De- 
cember last, placed herself under hig care, and 
Was $0 far recovered that on Friday last, the 21st 
inst, she walked from her residence to the Re- 
gent's Park, a distance of three miles, to see 
the skaters; Megmeriem was now taking a firm 
hold on most people, more especially the medical 
profession. He had lately ealled upon a medi- 
Cal bookseller, who informed him that on every 
ten pounds’ worthof books sold by him, at least 
six оғ seven was for works on mesmerism, Even 
the Lancet, u work во diametrically opposed to 


. Mesmerism, would hot, atone time, admit a 


single word on that subject into i 

4 ts columns ; 
but how different wag it uo wj each number since 
the commencement of January last had long ar- 
ticles written on mesmerism. ” 


fhe lectarer, 
after allading to his visits to Worcester, Bath, 
and other places, giving a hard rub or two to a 
person named Humbald, who was continually 
following him about from place to place, wher- 
ever he lectured, proceeded to introduce to the 
notice o! the audience а young female, ín whom 
he produced the mesmeric sleep in rather legs 
than one minute, Having led her from her зем 
he proceeded to produce rigidity in both arms, 
which he shortly effected, and having placed а 
chair on each wrist, she kept them in a horizon. 
tal position about siz minutes, when he relieved 
her from tbe weight, the arms still keeping their 
state of rigidity. After several other experi. 
ments, be proceeded to try the phreno-mesmeric 
power over the subject, and having requested 
the audience to pencil down which organs they 
would desire to have acted upon, the following 
were most clearly manifested —seneration, be. 
nevolence, mirth, imitation, tune, combatise- 
ness, Ke. The lecturer then introduced Mons, 


Adolphe, the celebroated somambulist, of Paris 
Having placed him in a state of mesmerism, he 
first proceeded to produce rigidity ; this he easily 


accomplished. The lecturer asked whether any 
gentleman would like to try the limb so ope- 
rated on. A gentleman then stepped forward 
and having tried to bend the limb, declared 
most unequivocally that there could not be any 
deception, thatthe arm was as stiff as a bar of 
iron. This subject appeared irritated if any one 
save the mesmeriser approached him. Mr. Ver- 
non then produced two large balls of wool, 
which having handed round to the company, se- 
veral of whom tried to look through this opaque 
substance, but ineffectually, Le placed one on 
each eye of the subject, bioding a thick cache- 
mere néckerchief over the wool, fastening it 
behind hís head, and two silk handkerchiefs 
transversely, rendering it a matter of total im- 
possibility for the patient to catch even the 
slightest glimpse of light even were he so pre- 
disposed. Mr. Vernon then produced a pack 
of cards, but previously stated that any lady or 
gentleman might, if they so desired, obtain an 
entirely new pack ; and tbat. Mons. Adolphe 
would be happy to play a game of ecarte with 
any gentleman then present. No person, at first, 
accepting the somnambule's challenge, the lec- 
turer asked the gentleman who attended for the 
Krewri$u MERCURY whether he understood the 
game, and if so, would he play a hand or two 
with Mons, Adolphe. Understanding the game 
he readily acquiesced, and having taken his seat 


et the table, Mons, Adolphe took the cards, and 


having divided them sccording to the laws of 
the game, viz., by takiug out and placing on one 
side the \deuces, tres, fours, fives, and sixes ; 
and the remainder being shuffled the opponents 
eut for deal, and having played two hands our 
reporter gave up his seatto another gentleman, 
who having also played a couple of hands, both 
stated, in the most positive manner, that they 
were fully convinced that there was not the least 
juggling—that it was afair trial—and a positive 
proof that clairvoyance was very strong on this 
subject. Mons. Adolphe was then subjected to 
various other trials, such as reading printed 
cards, slips of paper on which there was writing 
—all of which he read most correctly, causing 
much laughter at his curious pronunciation of 
our language. It is, however, but right to ob- 
serve that this gentlemen has but very lately 
arrived from Paris, and scarcely understands one 
word of English. The experiment of the mes- 
merised half-crown did not succeed. This was 
the last experiment of the evening. 

Mr. Vernon then returned thanks for the 
attention paid by the audience, It appeared that 
many, who, at the commencement of the lecture, 
were very sceptical on the subject of clairvoy- 
ance, were во truly astonished at the convincing 
proof of its truth and efficacy, that they left the 
Hall wavering between belief and doubt. As 
for ourselves, we can fearlessly state that there 
was nothing underbanded or deceptive in the 
matter—we were only astonished that such 
things could be. 


ESMERIO INSTITUTE, 27, Duke-street, į 


1 Marsch 19, 1846.— Wo, the undersigned, 
an rM d Ss T ‘ine Mermeria Society, witnessed the extraction 
ofa tooth from the mouth of Anno ا‎ ` by M г, paransi куулса 
, et, Unvendish-square, she being b 
er RM ee ae V diy Í x „лө bereby 00 ay dire 
pat і extibit or feol the slightest pa 
e rd e neh, when awakened, she expressed her entire 
. Farragter (Alfred Orowqullh, 4, Portland-place north, 
Olapham-rond. 
27, Duke-*treet, Manchester-aquaro. 
M. dei "в, aumont street, Poriland-place, 
Henry Powell, 102, New isomd-atreet, 
Edw. Stevens, H«rinitaze Lodge, North Fulham. 
Emilia Hall $7, Duke street Manchester-equare. 
A. Foureautt, 21, Braumont-s'r- et, Portland-place 
Robert Rouso, 1. Wigmore-atreet. 'e street, Fiteroy-equare 
Caroline Gou'd Panormo, Charlot’e в reet, ZrOy-tq 4 
George Wiliams, 12, Barl-etrest, Lisson-crove, 
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From the Times of March 24, 1845, 


MESMERIC INSTITUTE, 27, Duke-street, 


Manchester-square, March 19, 1845.—We, the under- 
signed, members and visitors of the Mesmeric Society, wit- 


nessed the extraction of a tooth from the mouth of Anne 
Wakeland, by Mr. Purland. Surgeon-dentist, 59, Mortimer- 
street, Cavendish-square, she being in a mesmeric trance 
produced by Mr. W. J. Vernon ; and we hereby certify and 
believe that the patient did not exhibit or feel the slightest 
pain during or after the operation, of which, when awakened, 
she expressed her entire unconsciousness. 


A. H. Forrester (Alfred Crowquill), 4, Portland-place north, 
Clapham-road. 

Wi, Vernon, 27, Duke-streét, Manchester-square. 

M. Bomguier, 21, Beaumont-street, Portland-place. 

Henry Powell, 102, New Bond-street. 

Edw. Stevens, Hermitage Lodge, North Fulham. 

Emilia Hall, 27, Duke-street, Manchester-square. 

A. Foureautt, 21, Beaumont-street, Portland-place. 

Robert Rouse, 1, Wigmore-strect. 

Caroline Gould Panormo, Charloite-stree 


t, Fitzroy-square. 
George Williams, 13, Earl.strect, I 


Asson-grove. 


Wiesmeric and Phrenological Society, 
27, DUKE STREET, MANCHESTER SQUARE. 


The Council meet at 8 o'clock precisely ey ery 
Wednesday Evening for the 


admission of Members, 
the investigation of Mesmeric Phenomena, and to 


superintend operations in the Mesmeric state. 


T. PURLAND, Hon. Sec. 


A "PAGE" OF PHRENOLOCY.—“DOING-A-HEAD!” 
EDITED BY PAUL PRENDERGAST, 
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How delightful is the pursuit of actual science! Actuated by an | 
appetite for useful knowledge, I connected myself some years ago | 
with a literary and scientific society, which had been formed at | 
Islington, where I reside, among a, small but respectable circle of 
friends, Our members are inclusive of several ladies—among them, | 
of Mrs. Brown, the amiable partner of my lot, with whom I have 
lived in an uninterrupted state of felicity for a longer time than 
perhaps, she will allow me to state, The predilections of Mrs. B. 
are Ape similar to my own; and having no family, we are en- 
abled to devote the greater part of our time to indulgence in our 
favourite pursuits, 

Tribes icd аи at the house of each member in rotation, at 
10 гуча а у. * an exhilarating eup of tea we proceed 
the T mns y M 10 elivered ur BEE of the evening, on 
construction of £l be ег, 1e nature and properties of steam, the 
proving and cat © parometer and thermometer, or some other im- 

iversified ar à > eee subject. Sometimes our recreations are 
Who ts ehe ете by a discourse from one of our number, 
the сівец T4. и; oh ie fipmuaeniation. of the skeleton, 

t our Inst meets € 0 " 4 ike x ana of the healing art, 
аа exemplified | g ve were gratined with a paper on hydraulics, 

"a p led by the common pump. 
mention is Me el f ena UN, whose name I may 
le sciences of ш ое 55 obliged us with a lecture on 
means, Dfeviousl. це ism a p irenology. Never having had the 
had formed no 9 2" acquiring any information on these subjects, I 
portunity thus ed a g them; I therefore hailed the op- 

Dammer Aar mut A me g enlarging my stock of ideas. Mr, 

thing in the oir ы ре ше to believe that there was some- 
pealed in собата тан le advocated, particularly as he ap- 
truth remarked at on of them to facts, which, as he with great 
mended, to malc) HS stubborn things. Resolved, as he recom- 
with me a теор r fon of Nature the test of truth, I took home 
the different organs, whi Вр Was 80 Kind рУ а саха, deseriptive of 
, on пө was so kind as to lend me. The study 


lem rendere Я 
ed me а zealoug convert to phrenology, The next | 


examined the ] 
212 7 le . 2 . 
Opposition on 3 ads of our domesties— not without some 


Prehended my T v of the cook, who, І imagine, at first misap- | 
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Our knife, errand, and foot-boy, or page, was endowed with an 
extraordinary “ Locality," which, among other things, occasions a 
desire for change of place. I had never observed any indications 
of the faculty in the boy ; but he came a few days afterwards to give 
warning, wishing to change his place, as he said, to better himself— 
but, as I am convineed, acting under the influence of his ** Lo- 
cality,’”’ 

When he was gone, І made up my mind to choose his successor 
on phrenological principles; one of the chief uses of phrenology 
having been stated by Mr. Dummer to be, its applicability to the 
selection of servants. Accordingly I rejected numerous applicants 
for his situation, who came with the best recommendations, not 
finding their organizations in conformity with their alleged cha- 
racter ; and, finally, made choice of one, whose head, in my judg- 
ment, was to be depended on. He seemed to have a fine moral 
development, with particularly large ‘ Wit," * Form," “ Imita- 
tion," **Construetiveness," “ Adhesiveness,” ** Marvellousness,”’ 
and, as I thought, “ Ideality." 

When I inquired what his name was, he answered, ** Bill Sum- 
mers," I considered his substitution of“ Bill" for“ William” asa 
proof of the facetious tendency of his mind—which, admiring inno- 
cent mirth rather than otherwise, I considered by no means a dis- 
qualification on his part for my service. 

I soon found that the disposition to humorous manifestations was 
really very strong in this young gentleman, and was manifested in a 
variety of ways. If his fellow servants asked him for anything, he 
would often playfully demand whether they did not wish they might 
getit? Atthe same time, he generally put his thumb up to his 
nose, and twiddled his extended fingers. He would inquire of 
young passers-by at the area railings, of whom he had no previous 
acquaintance, the state of the health of their maternal parents ? 
whether those relatives were aware of their being from home? if 
they had disposed of their mangles ? and many similar questions, 
which, though they had rather the semblance of impertinence, were 
no doubt dictated by a pure love of drollery. ^ ^r Vai 

This ** Wit” or ** Mirthfulness," acting along with ** Imitation, 
and perhaps © Tune,” oftentimes occasioned him to indulge in the 
utterance of various noises, which I supposed were intended to re- 
semble the cries of different animals. Of these, a favourite one was 
a note something like the call of the lapwing, another was similar to 
that of the turkey. The duck he imitated to perfection, a 
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His Adhesiveness’’ was shown in the degnt which he evidently 
derived from the interchange of ideas with the butcher and baker 
boys at the area, wherein he would sometimes spend more time 
than I quite approved of. г = 

To make sure that my phrenological estimate had been correct, I 
induced him, by the present of five shillings, to allow his head to 
be shaved, and to let me trace out the different organs thereon in 
ink. I chose some of Mrs. Brown's marking ink for the purpose, 
which being principally composed of nitrate of silver or lunar caustic, 
was ineffaceable by ablution. I mapped out the bare sealp in exact 
conformity with the bust, and was confirmed in the conviction that 
I had made no mistake. EO 3 

Shortly afterwards, several spoons were missing. T he cook and 
housemaid, on being taxed with the theft. indignantly denied it; and 
the idea that so well organized a boy as William was capable of such 
a delinquency, was prepesterous. Mrs. B. had a tame magpie, and 
having read in various books of natural history of the propensity of 
this creature to pilfer and secrete such articles, we determined, not 
without great reluctance on my wife's part, that the bird's neck 
should be wrung—an operation whieh was performed by William, 
and which he چ جب‎ to undertake with greater readiness than 
could have been predicted from his large “ Benevolence.” 

We had occasionally before observed the marks of smutty fngers 
on the exterior of mince and apple pies, and had fancied that an 
undue diminution had taken place in their contents during their 
reservation in the larder. At length, too, the beer, which it was 
William's province to fetch, began to assume a much more aqueous 


character than із consistent with Barclayian integrity. This cir- | 


cumstance, in spite of our preconceived opinion of the lad’s honesty, 
gradually induced us to question his pretensions to that virtue ; and 
at last Mrs. Brown having lost a brooch, and a diligent search 
having been vainly instituted in the other servants’ boxes, the bed- 
room of Master William was examined, under the auspices of F 34, 
when, to our astonishment and confusion, the brooch and two or 
three of the spoons, with a pawnbroker's duplicate for the rest, were 
discovered behind a loose brick in the chimney. : 
The youth was with little loss of time conveyed in the charge of 

Е to the Clerkenwell Police-office, and thence in a van to Newgate. 
Before he left, we called in Mr. Dummer to look at his head, and 
explain its discordance with what he had turned out to be. And 

now comes the climax of my narration, which I record for the benefit 

of inexperienced phrenologists. What I had marked out as 

* Ideality " was declared by Mr. D. to be in reality ** Acquisitive- 
ness," which, in this instance, was so large as to come three inches 
in advance of its legitimate boundary, and to oceupy the place of 
the former organ. Here, therefore, as that gentleman remarked, 
was one of those beautiful exceptions which prove a rule, 

William is now in Australia.—Ji/uminated Magazine. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


N T R. SPENCER T. HALL, practical and consulting 

MESMERIST and PHRENOLOGIST, 39, Pall Mall (opposite 
Marlborough House), London, has a MESMERIC SEANCE, with 
SOMNAMBULIC and other EXPERIMENTS, every TUESDAY, 
WEDNESDAY, and FRIDAY, at twelve o'clock, to which the Nobility, 
Gentry, and Members of the polite and learned Professions are admitted 
by Cards, had of Mr. Ollivier, publisher and bookseller, Pall Mall. 

A private SEANCE may be commanded, if desirable, at any other 
period of the day. 

** Mr. Hall’s experiments are too refined, elegant, and elaborate fora 
miscellaneous audience; but I may truly say that I never attended a 
lecture illustrated by phenomena so beautiful and satisfactory.“ Speech 
of Dr. G. Calvert Holland, author of ** Vital Statistics," &c. 

bare been most intimate with Spencer Hall from his very boyhood, 
and know that he loves whatever is true and beautiful, and scorns wliat- 
ever is false or mean. The phenomena he has shewn us might 
furnish the finest studies for painting or sculpture."— William Howitt, 
author of the ** Rural Life of England," &c. 

Allow me to express my very great obligation to you for enabling me 
(Mr. George Combe and Liebig being also present) to see your most 
interesting and important experiments in so satisfactory a manner. I 
would add my entire conviction of their genuineness, and of your being 
actuated by the love of truth alone in shewing them, if I thought such an 
assurance could be required by any candid witness of the phenomena.“ — 
Letter of Professor Gregory, University College, Edinburgh. 

** I owe much to Mr. Hall for his disinterested zeal and kindness. He 
did for me all he could ; and it was much to make a beginning and put 
us in the way of proceeding.’’—Miss Harriet Martineaws public Report 
of her Cure by Mesmerism. 

“The facts of Mesmerism are of a nature so startling, that we must be 
satisfied not merely of the integrity, but also of the sagacity of the ope- 
rator, before we can yield them our belief. Both thesequalities Mr. Hall 
obviously possesses in a remarkable degree. And when the patients are 
under his influence, as nothing in sculpture surpasses the beauty of their 
attitudes, so nothing in features irradiated by the habitual emotions of a 
noble and cultivated nature is more exquisite than the expression which 
lights up theirs."—Bon Gaultier. 

These phenomena startle you, because they are put too much in com- 
non with our more ordinary experience, instead of our higher know- 
edge. Yet as I have watched with the closest scrutiny the experiments 


| | 


if 


by which Mr. Hall has deyeloped them, my interest in them has been || 
intense, and my satisfaction and delight equalled only by my conviction 


of their importance.“ Public Speech of Dr. Dick, the Astronomer. 
A Conversazione every Friday Evening at Eight o'Clock. 
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R. SPENCER T. HALL, practical and consulting 
MESMERIST and PHRENOLOGIST, 59, Pall Mall (oppo- 
site Marlborough House), London, has a MESMERIC SEANCE, with 
SOMNAMBULIC and other EXPERIMENTS, daily at Twelve o'clock 
to which the Nobility, Gentry, Members of the polite and learned Pro- 
fessions, Ke, are admitted by Cards, had of Mr. Ollivier, Publisher and 
Bookseller, Pall Mall. Pu P «3. 45 

A private SEANCE may be commanded, ff desirable, at any other 
period of the day. 

** Mr. Hall's experiments are too refined, elegant, and elaborate for a 
miscellaneous audience ; but I may truly say that I never attended a lec- 
ture illustrated by phenomena so beautiful and satisfactory. Speech of 
Dr. G. Calvert Holland, author of ** Vital Statistics," $c. 

‘ I have been most intimate with Spencer Hall from his very boyhood, 
and know that he loves whatever is true and beautiful, and scorns what. 
ever is false or mean. The phenomena he has shewn us might 
furnish the finest studies for painting or sculpture.“ William Howitt, 
author of the ** Rural Life of England,” &c. 

Allow me to express my very great obligation to you for enabling me 
(Mr. George Combe and Liebig being also present) to see your most in- 
teresting and important experiments in so satisfactory a manner. I 
would add my entire conviction of their genuineness, and of your being 
actuated by the love of truth alone in shewing them, if I thought such an 
assurance could be required by any candid witness of the phenomena. 
Letter of Professor Gregory, University College, Edinburgh. 

* Т owe much to Mr. Hall for his disinterested zeal and kindness. ı He 
did for me all he could; and it was much to make a beginning and put 
us in the way of proceeding.’’—Miss Harriett Martineau's public Report 
of her Cure by Mesmerism. . 

The facts of Mesmerism are of a nature so startling, that we must be 
satisfied not merely of the integrity, but also of the sagacity of the ope- 
rator, before we can yield them our belief, Both these qualities Mr. Hall 
obviously possesses in a remarkable degree. And when the patients are 
under his influence, as nothing in sculpture surpasses the beauty of their 
attitudes, so UE in features irradiated by the habitual emotions of a 
noble and cultivated nature is more exquisite than the expression which 
lights up theirs." Bon Gaultier. - 

These phenomena startle you, because they are put too much in com- 
| parison with our more ordinary experience, instead of our higher know- 
— Yet as I have watched with the closest scrutiny the experiments 
by which Mr. Hall has developed them, my interest in them has been 
intense, and my satisfaction and delight equalled only by my conviction 
of their importance.“ Public Speech of Dr. Dick, the Astronomer. 

* A Conversazione every Friday Evening at Eight o' Clock. 
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AKIMAL Maenetism IN ©пїмА.—'Т`һїз is understood 
| rin the celestial empire, and turned to good account, being prat- 


" I observed,” says M. Horget, 
" that the greater part of the patients slept while they were 


being shaved, and I could not account for this singalarity, But 


one morning I observed a man seat himself on a stool a little 
apart from the rest; I began my task of sketching, when the 
barber, instead of cammencing his operations, placed himself 
before his customer,and, first of all, took hold of his hands, 
then passed his own several times over the shoulders, and be: 
fore the face of the sitter, whoshortly fell into astate of quiet 
drowsiness, if he did not actually go to sleep. Не then moved 
his customer's head about in every direction he pleased, to 


facilitate the operation of shaving. When he had finished he 
shook the sleeper gently and awoke him. I frequently saw the 
same thing practised afterwands,”— Captain Piddinga- Chirey | 


477 ga . Wards as above | 
— ل‎ — — ä 
tised by the barbers of Canton. 
i 
| 
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INJURIOUS EFFECTS ОЕ MEsMERISM.—A distressing 
case, similar to that recorded at Deptford, occurred 
‚ about three months since at a coffee-house in Bunhill- 
| row, where an ignorant pretender attempted to: mes- 
ponies aboy, the son of Mr. Hewitt, a coffee-house 
‘Keeper, but from which the most distressing results 
ollowed; The victim, an intelligent boy, about 10 

| years of age, who had been made the subject of many 
| fo be ous experiments, some of which were considered 
d е very Suecessful, was for a long time in a coma- 
^ 5 ا‎ and subject to epileptic fits. He lost his 
th E t, which has only finally returned by giving him 
E Mica Squint. For some time not only his vision 
dide x ties were much obscured, and it was feared 
lh mplete mental fatuity would ensue. The un- 
TERUEL was visited by Dr. Elliotson, who pro- 
"prts 1 A case of cross-mesmerism ; but the attempts 
al "MAL ete restoration were only partially success- 
ah 18 removal to Devonshire, where change of 
IF Пав nearly restored his health and faculties, 


"i 


| LECTURES ох Mrsmrrtsm.—Mr. Brookes delivered 
| two lectures оп Mesmerism, before the members of the Mecha- 
| nics’ Institution, on the evenings of Wednesday and Friday 
| last, in the County Assembly Room, which on the last осса- 


m 


sion coutained upwards of 400 persons, the اوی‎ — | 
i | 


being occupied by many of the neighbouring gentry and 
| families. 


of the heart very violent. 


— 


volunteered, amongst others, for experiment. 
to sleep in about three minutes and a half. 
the sons of a tradesman in Maidstone, were thea tried. 


| 

| : 

| - of the arm. 
| Several medical gentlemen were present. 
| 

` 


this valuable institution. 


—— 


Mr. Brookes at the first lecture produced the half 
sleep in a young gentleman, well known to the audience, in 
about seven minutes, and in a young woman, the servant of 
one of the members, who was sent to sleep in two minutes, 
Being much excited at this, her first appearance in publie, her 
pulse was, before mesmerising, about 130, and the palpitation 
Nosooner, however, was she asleep 
than the palpitation ceased and her pulse fell to 100. At the 
second lecture the wife of one of the members tlien present, 
who had known nothing of mesmerism till that evening, 
She was put 
Two young lads, 
One 
of them wassoon set to sleep, and exhibited a partial catalepsy 
Tlie experiment failed with the younger brother. 
It sueceeded, however, in five eases out of six, in some 
instances on patients of rather unfavourable temperament. 
The lectures 
appeared to give the greatest satisfaction to the audience, 
and the amount of money taken at the door, equalled, we 
believe, that taken for any previous lectures delivered before 
Mod feas Jone РЫУ 
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LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTION, 
Ss, HACKNEY ROAD. 


THREE LECTURES 


DEMONSTRATIONS 


OF 


CLAIRVOYANCE, 
Mr. W. J. VERNON, 


OF THE INSTITU TE OF MESMERISM AND PHRENOLOGY, 27, DUKE iem 
MANCHESTER SQUARE, 
WITH 


ADOLPHE, 


The celebrated Somnambule de Paris, and other interes iD, Cases. 


On WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9, 


AND FOLLOWING 


WEDNESDAYS, APRIL 16 & 23. 


To commence at 8 o’Clock. 


ADMISSION, NON SUBSCRIBERS, ONE SHILLING. 
Morning and Evening Seances at the Institute. Mesmerie and Phrenological Con- 
анн from 12 till 2. 


RAYMOND PETTITT, Pri * Atlas Pre Press,” Brewe т Stree , Go jolden a Square. 
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MESMERISM. 


MzsMERISM, or Animal Magnetism, sharing the fate of all other 
systems, has been, and is, vigorously assailed and staunchly de- 
fended by those who, from prejudice or reason, subscribe to its 
doctrines, or deny its asserted powers to exist save in the imagina- 
tions of its advocates; and one need not be surprised to find both 
of these positions most tenaciously held and most resolutely de- 
fended; for, as forming one of the many hypotheses which man- 
kind have to discuss, there is probably not its equal in pretensions, 
presumptive or established. That by its influence a general bodily 
languor or indisposition to exertion—frequently verging on that 
peculiar semi-amorphous state hitherto most rationally supposed, 
wherever its existence was determined, to indicate an abnormal 
condition of the cerebral organs—may be produced, few will deny 
who have paid but a passing attention to the“ Mesmeric ex- 
hibitions.” These exhibitions, although they may not have 
tended to advance the interests of Mesmerism as a system based 
on scientific principles, have nevertheless established the fact, 
that, by a certain apposition of bodies, there is an influence pro- 
pagated and received, by which the Mesmerising body is able to 
produce in the body Mesmerised, nolens volens, such a general 
inactivity or wnimpressibility of the nervous system, as that it shall 
be unconscious—or, at all events, not exhibit the usual symptoms 
of consciousness—of pain, irritability, or titilation, when such suf- 
ficiently powerful injuries are inflicted as would in the body con- 
seious cause suffering, inconvenience, or at least spasmodic action. 
And if Mesmerism could * no further go," even this would be 
abundantly enough to form a line of demarcation between esta- 
blished fact and wild conjecture, and opens a wide field for dis- 
cussion and experiment. 

And diseussion and experiment can alone determine whether 
in Mesmerism there lie the seeds of a science which, ripened by 
the midnight toil of philosophers, shall in due season spring up 
into a tree, yielding not alone blossoms and fragrance, but fruit of 
a value not to be imagined by this generation; or whether it shall 
prove the“ baseless fabric of a vision," destined to“ leave not a 
rack behind." : 

Dating the present era of Animal Magnetism from the pro- 
mulgation of its doctrines by Mesmer in his own land, but little 
success seems to have attended his early endeavours to prose- 
lytise; and perhaps, but for that influence in high places, which 
enabled his opponents to procure a decree of banishment against 
him, there would not now be occasion to discuss the merits of a 
system which has, by its exhibitions, had the opposite effects of 
convineing some of its truth, persuading others of its imposture, 
and been of force to occupy the minds of academies and govern- 
ments. Mesmer, on quitting the land of his fathers, journeyed to 
Paris, that city which is “all things by turns, and nothing long;” 
Where, as the humour was in his favour, he was welcomed, féted, 
and established as the guardian of the health of the court of Louis 
the Sixteenth. Possessing the influence of a court-physician, it is 
not to be wondered at that his doctrines should find many con- 

Verts, not only in France, but in other countries also, our own 
amongst them, But in these latter little if any progress was 
set whilst in France a commission was established to inquire 
ingly 15 йе ids of Mesmerism and report thereon. Accord- 
ees E 28 year 1784 — the same year that Mesmer quitted Paris 
Shanes , ored health in the most rational manner possible,—by 
faith in hi sn scene, habits, and diet,—either because he lacked 
e es or because no one could be found pos- 
W 8 0 ahe magnetic influence to affect him—the com- 
Paris, 15 er wt several of the most eminent medical men of 
of Silents ith some non-medical members of the Academy 
» met and investigated the matter submitted to their 
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adjudication ; and most condemnatory of the pretensions of Mes- 
merism was their deliberately formed report. 

A still greater blow to Mesmerism was given by Bailey’s re- 
port, which, though it has been much and cleverly objected to, 
has yet to be overthrown ere Mesmerism can again rear its head 
as a science. Whether Mesmerism will ever so take rank, is a 
point as to which there do not appear to be any present grounds 
for venturing an opinion. Cases better authenticated, more uni- 
versally witnessed experiments on parties not previously submitted 
to the private manipulations of the magnetisers, can, probably, 
alone determine this. 

Meanwhile of the wonders of Animal Magnetism, the books 
are full; wonders calculated not merely *to make the vulgar 
stare,” but to arrest the attention and occupy the thoughts of 
thinking men. Amongst these, few are more remarkable than 
those of the cure of insanity by the magnetic influence; and few, 
it may be added, are the respects in which Mesmerism could well 
be likely to prove a blessing than in the cure or alleviation of that 
“saddest scene of sadness,” “the fall of intellectual greatness 
from its height.” A most curious case of this kind is related 
by Dr. Teste, in his “ Manuel Pratique du Magnétisme Animal;" 
from Dr. Spillan's translation of which we extract it :— 


* In the month of August, 1819, Mr. Crooswijck, of Rotter- 
dam, aged twenty years, was attacked with epileptic fits. "These 
fits frequently returned, and assumed such a degree of severity, 
that in the month of October following the patient passed into a 
state of frenzy and madness. Four strong men were scarcely able 
to hold him. Placed, by way of precaution, in an alcove, he broke 
with his own hands a strong camp-bed ; the doors of the alcove, 
though secured with great strength, fell to pieces under his vio- 
lence; they were obliged to reconstruct them three times. 

* During the months of January and February there was a 
little calm, but the first of March his madness broke out anew, 
and the patient demolished every thing he could lay his hands on. 

<“ After having exhausted, without success, all the ordinary re- 
sources of the medical art, the last physician they had consulted, 
the learned M. Sander, took advantage of some moments of calm 
to induce the patient to let himself be magnetised ; I was called in. 
At my first visit, though I had been informed of all the previous 
circumstances, I was struck with astonishment and fright on seeing 
the furious state of this young man, and the havoc which he had 
committed. I could not but recoil at the idea of risking my own 
existence in my attempt to save him, an attempt, too, that was to 
all appearance hopeless. I succeeded, however, in calming my 
own emotions before the persons who were present at this visit, 
and І made up my mind. The feeling of my duties to humanity, 
the desire of restoring an unfortunate young man to his disconso- 
late family, the ambition to vindicate the honour of my profession, 
urged me to the resolution of despising every personal danger, and 
of devoting myself to the destinies of my patient. 

“Оп the following day I undertook my first operation. Ву 
the effect of magnetisation, the patient passing into the magnetic 
sleep, became calm; but he experienced a dragging sensation, and 
convulsive movements in the arms and legs, joined to a sense of 
fluttering over the entire body. The tongue projected from the 
mouth, and though he retained his intellectual faculties, a circum- 
stance which I ascertained by the signs he made to me for the pur- 
pose of answering some questions I put to him, he was completely 
deprived of speech. Dreading the explosion of his madness, the 
terrible effect of which I had constantly before my eyes, 1 some- 
times calmed the motion of the nerves, and sometimes left him his 
free course, leading him gently to its termination. 

** After having slept the magnetic sleep for one hour, the pa- 
tient awoke, and extended his limbs three times with considerable 
force. He had no consciousness of what had passed, but he felt 
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Extraction of Teeth in the Mesmeric State. 


— — 


TO THE EDITOR OF “THE ZOIST." 


Sir,—I beg to offer to your notice, and if you think fit for 
insertion, the following case : 


Miss C had suffered from a spinal complaint for ten years, 
and the powerful remedies used to facilitate a cure, acting upon 
the Teeth and Gums, caused intense suffering, and finally decay 
of almost all, and loss of many of the molars; the pressure being 
transferred to the incisors, they were soon reduted to stumps, and 
mastication being impracticable, indigestion followed as a matter 
of course. 


The case growing serious, it was determined to have recourse to 
artificial substitutes, to do which, with accuracy, it was requisite 
to remove ten teeth and stumps, and that the operation might be 
performed without pain, Dr. Elliotson recommended that myself 
and Mr. Vernon should be applied to for assistance. 


The result is as follows :— 


April 4, 1845. Mesmerised by Mr. Vernon for the first time. 
In five minutes there was a quivering and moving upwards of the 
eye-ball, in two minutes more the lids fell; the head went gently 
backwards, and volition appeared to be destroyed, the arms falling 
heavily if raised. In five minutes she sat up and began to talk, 
said she saw the magnetizer, and a beautiful light, Hush; felt 
sparks when touched ; could see the fingers if passed before her 
closed eyes; felt the hand hot, but was very easy and comfortable. 


. Continued to mesmerize her daily, till Wednesday the 16th, 
during which the same state was induced, with occasional insensi- 
bility of only a few minutes duration; manifested the sympathy 
of taste with extraordinary precision, and is clairvoyant, seeing, or 
rather knowing how many persons are in the room, and if any are 
strangers; discerning objects at the top and back of the head, and 
reading fluently ordinary sized print with the eyes closed; one 
strange fact occurring, viz., the 1 being royal octavo, “ The 
People’s Phrenblogical Journal,” the finger was moved along the 
lines, within six lines of the bottom of the double columns, while 
she read correctly the lines at the top of the page. 
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Finding the patient had no recollection of anything which 
occurred during the mesmeric sleep, we determined to commence 
the operation, and on— 


Wednesday, April 16. I extracted the stumps of two bicus- 
pidati right, inf. max.; right lateral; and stump of canine sup. max. 


Thursday, 17. Second molar right, and second molar left, 
sup. max. (these two teeth are very formidable, the fangs being 
much hooked and divergent.) 


The patient having to see company on the 18th, on— 


Saturday, 19. I extracted two centre incisors; left lateral ; 
and stump of left canine, sup. max. 


In all Ten! four stumps and six teeth. 


At first it was thought advisable to operate only when the 
patient was, or appeared to be insensible, but, as those moments 
were few and far between, we resolved to proceed in the sleep- 
waking state, and the result proved Mr. Vernon's opinion to be 
correct, viz., “ that if the patient felt any pain she would not know 
anything about it when awakened,” indeed so far from feeling pain, 
it seemed a diversion to her, and when demesmerised her astonish- 
ment was great on being told she had lost four teeth! 


Before closing this letter, I must remark upon the extraordi- 
nary appearance of the gum the day after the operation. 


I extract some thousands of teeth per annum, and in the 
majority of cases the gum does not close firmly in less than three 
or four days, but in this case—and it is general when mesmerically 
treated—not merely closing, but positive adhesion takes place in 
a few hours; there are persons who invariably have a bad mouth 
and pain for a week after when the operation is performed in the 
ordinary way, but who never experience any inconvenience when 


treated mesmerically. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


T. PORLAND, 
Surgeon-Dentist to the Mesmeric Institute, and Vice-President 
of the Mesmeric and Phrenological Society. 


59, Mortuner Street, Cavendish Square, 
| May 5, 1845. 
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| MESMERISM 


OLD SHIP ROOMS, BRIGHTON. 


A Series of Demonstrations of Mesmerism 
and Clairvoyance 


WILL BE GIVEN BY 


Dr. OW ENS, 


Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, or by MR. 


W.J.VERNON 


Of the Institute of Mesmerism and Phrenology, 87, Charlotte street, Rathbone place, 
London, on the 


MORNINGS 


Of Monday, December 2nd, Thursday, 5th, 
Friday, 6th, and Saturday, 7th, 


AND ON THE 


EVENINGS 


Of each of those days, at the above rooms. 


ILLUSTRATED BY HICHLY INTERESTING CASES. 


Were met cg 


Morning Lectures,—Doors open at half-past One, commence at Two precisely. 
Evening Lectures, Doors open at half-past Seven, commence at Eight precisely. 


Admission 1s, Reserved Seats, 2s. 
Tickets may be had on application at the Rooms. 
N.B.---For the purpose of exhibiting the higher phenomena, 
arrangements have been made with a celebrated Clairvoyant, the 


1 һа of Alexis, who is expected to arrive from Paris during the 
eek, 
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PHRENOLOGY AND MESMERISM. bus 


| No. 11, WARWICK STREET, 
| l REGENT STREET. | 
W. J. VERNON may be consulted on cases of РесотлАК IS Boece 
TEMPERAMENT and ORGANIZATION, Nervous, Hlvsrr- 8 
RICAL, EPILEPTIC, and other DisuAS AS. ў 
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PHRENOLOGICAL DEDUCTIONS OF CHARACTER 
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Lectures шй Private Closes attended. 


t home for Consultation daily, rom Twelve to Four. 
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HOSPITAL 


FOR 


VITA-MAGNETIC AND GENERAL MEDICAL 
| AND SURGICAL TREATMENT. 


ViraL MAGNETISM, which I was first induced to 
practise in the humblest and most retired manner 
among a few poor of my neighbourhood, has gra- 
dually and unexpectedly led me into an extensive 
scene of responsibility, which has strongly affected 
my mind with thoughts of the multiform sufferings 
of our race. 

Following, therefore, as I trust, the leadings of 
Providence, which no one can beforehand discern 
for himself, I wish, should funds admit, to begin 
an institution for the reception of patients. 

My design is to place the hospital under the 
best medieal and surgical care I can command, 
maintaining this medicine of Nature in its due pro- 
mineney. 

Buy such means, in addition to the usual benefits 
of à sanitory establishment, (much needed, as it 
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seems to me, in a growing population), the advan. 
tages of Vital Magnetism in enabling patients to 
undergo operations without consciousness, and in 
the cure of diseases, might be yet further realised; 
the whole subject might receive more complete in- 
vestigation, and suitable parties might be instruct- 
ed in the administration of this relief. 

Should, therefore, the present notice, offered 
with much solicitude, (not from a doubt of the 
wondrous efficacy of the influence, but only from 
the magnitude of even the least attempt of the 
kind, and the cares necessarily involved in it), meet 
the attention of persons who would be kindly dis- 
posed to promote the object, I shall feel grateful 
for any aid or counsel which it may be in their 
power to render. 

I can now only commend the undertaking to the 
good keeping of Him who taught in reference to 
another wish for His glory, and for human welfare, 
though it long lacked fulfilment, —** Thou didst 
well, in that it was in thine heart," and would 
remind my readers, that there is nothing at least 
uncongenial with the Christian ministry in such 
efforts, since the Saviour, in commissioning * 
disciples, joined the “healing of the sick” with 

* the preaching of the Gospel." 


The above Address (being the Preface to the 
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Third Edition of « Vital Magnetism, а Remedy" 
is respectfully submitted to the conie 
the benevolent and humane. My hope is, u ti 
mately, to render the Establishment in some degree, 
if not wholly, self-supporting; but funds are needed 
to begin it and to set it fairly on foot, and I shall 
thankfully acknowledge even the least assistance 
to this end. 

Communications to be addressed to the Rev. 
Tuomas Pyne, Kingston-on-Thames. 


THOMAS PYNE, 
Incumbent of Hook. 


KINGSTON-ON-THAMES, June, 1845. 


— —— 
* А 
Persons disposed to inquire into the subject of Vital 
E to ** Vital Magnetism, a Remedy: 
SUR TM Pyne, A. M., Incumbent of Hook 
be dition. Published by Mr. Hi 
tect. Price 9. Р UM 
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PHRENOLOGY AND MESMERISM. 


na 


No. 11, WARWICK STREET, 


REGENT STREET. 
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W. J. VERNON may be consulted on cases of PECULIAR 
TEMPERAMENT and ORGANIZATION, NERVOUS, and other 


DISEASES. 


PHRENOLOGICAL DEDUCTIONS OF CHARACTER 
TAKEN. 


Tertures aud Private Classes attended. 


Ann AR Annie 


A Ровілс CLASS FOR THE STUDY OF THE ABOVE SCIENCES, 


ADMISSION ONE GUINEA. 
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At home for Consultation daily, from Twelve to Four 
o'clock. 


Shortly will be Published. 
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Proved in one hundred and fifty casez, 


BY THOMAS CAPERN. 


OF TIVERTON. 


ОА 


— — 


To all those who are willing to cast aside the 1 г 
and talent, and to } pride of learning 
labour for z as little children, to learn all truth, and 

the good of their fellow-creatures." 
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Just Published, price 2s. Gd. 
THE 


MIGHTY CURATIVE POWERS 


MESMERISM, 


Proved in one hundred and fifty Cases. 


BY THOMAS CAPERN, 
Secretary to the Mesmeric Infirmary, 9, Bedford Street, Bedford Square. 


— ———E—— — —ẽ . ММММ 


** To all those who are willing to cast aside the pride of learning and talent, 
and to become as little children, to learn all truth, and Jabour for the good of 
their fellow- creatures. 
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CRITICAL NOTICES. 


* After a very careful reading and consideration of this work, we must at 
once express our candid opinion, that the mass of evidence produced by Mr. 
Capern in support of the extraordinary powers of mesmerism, rightly applied in 
the alleviation of pain and human misery, and in the cure of many grievous com- 
plaints, after the failure of the ordinary modes of skilful medical practice, is 
irresistible. . . It should be remembered that the most valuable discoveries ever 
made have encountered much opposition. The Rev. Dr. Chalmers, the great 
Scotch Divine, remarked of the first introduction of the Newtonian philosophy, 
‘ Authority scouted it, taste was disgusted at it, and fashion was ashamed of it.’ 
So it was with the discovery of the circulation of the blood by Harvey; of vacci- 
nation, by Jenner; and of numerous other discoveries, the truth of which has 
since been universally admitted. The Western Luminary. 

The author seeks to establish a belief in the curative properties of that mys- 
terious agent known by the name of mesmerism, not by argument, but by the 
simple process of publishing upwards of one hundred and fifty cases wherein cures 
of various diseases, including rheumatism, paralysis, affections of the eyes, &c., 
have been effected. . . . We do not pretend to give any opinion upon the subject, 
but in justice to the author we must say that all the instances of cures which he 
cites are furnished with the names and addresses of the parties cured, so that if 
the sceptical wish to have their doubts removed the opportunity is afforded. We 
know that medical men say ‘ fudge’ when mesmerism is mentioned; they may be 
right: but it must be remembered that the cotemporaries of Dr. Jenner ridiculed 
his ideas respecting vaccination. Trewman’s Exeter Flying Post. 

This little work contains a mass of cures, sufficient to convince any sceptic of 
the sanative powers of mesmerism. They are described artlessly and carry inevi- 
table conviction. The Preface is written by an evidently honest and disinterested 


man, and contains a collection of most amusing anti-mesmeric opinions.” — The 
Zoist, 
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“ Is there апу truth in mesmerism or not ? is a question that has been often 
mooted now-a-days, and as often replied to in a vague and unsatisfactory manner, 
... When we perceive such eminent names as Dr. Elliotson, Dr. Ashburner, 
and Dr. Herbert Mayo, besides a host of other respectable practitioners of lesser 
note, enlisted on the side of The Zoist, one would almost imagine that the всер- 
ticism of е most unbelieving would be shaken, if not removed. . . . The volume 
before us professes to prove the ‘ mighty curative powers of mesmerism’ by in- 
stances of one hundred and fifty cases of various diseases, which have been cured 
by its means; and we have no hesitation in expressing our opinion, looking at 
the respectable and unimpeachable authority by which these cases are supported, 
that they have really and in a bond fide manner been cured by the influence of 
mesmerism. How far its use as a general curative agent may extend we are not 
in a position to say; but of this we have no doubt, that in many distressing 
diseases mesmerism is of incalculable utility. We advise our readers and others 
who wish to be made more acquainted with its uses and effects to read Mr. Capern’s 
little volume of mesmeric cures.” —The Reporter. 

Mr. Capern has now published a list of some of his most remarkable cures, 
and they consist of many of the most inveterate and intractable diseases to which 
flesh is heir to—blindness itself not excluded ; and these diseases have fled before 
the touch of Mr. Capern, as they did before that of Valentine Greatrakes. How- 

4 ever, they do not fly immediately; sometimes weeks or months are required to 
effect the final cure; but frequently a sensible improvement, and sometimes a 
cure, is experienced at the first touch of his hand. . . . As hope, however, is the 
life of the soul, and the possibility of restoration is the food of hope, it is cheer- 

1 ing to think that there are remedial agencies in nature reserved for even the most 

2 obdurate and inveterate ailments.’’—The Family Herald. 

The present volume is purely a record of cases. Whether produced by mes- 
merism, by imagination, or by the curative power of nature, the cases are curious 
and invite inspection, as they are all fully authenticated. . . . Mr. Capern has in 
this volume recorded a great variety of cases. On the main subject we suspend 
judgment. Ready to admit proof, we have not yet seen evidence to establish all 
the pretensions of mesmerism : but abundant evidence to establish its right to be 
seriously considered and examined. The facts remain, let theories shift as they 
may; and all collections of such facts are to be welcomed. For this we welcome 
Mr. Capern’s little volume. The Leader. 


LONDON: 
TO BE HAD OF THE AUTHOR, 
` At the Mesmeric Infirmary, 9, Bedford Street, Bedford Square, 


Ў AND OF THE BOOKSELLERS. 


1850. 


MESMERISM AND SOMNAMBULISM. 


THE CELEBRATED SOMNAMBULIST FROM PARIS, 


E Who has had the honour of being consulted by Louis Napoleon, 
President of the French Republic, by the Archbishop of Paris, 
- . апа by many of the Continental N obility, begs to inform the pub- 
lie at large, that she has just arrived in London, and will give 
daily Consultations on every kind of Disease, and every Privacy 
of Life, at her residence, 


No. 44, FRITH-STREET, SOHO, 
( NEAR SEWELL AND CROSS, ) 


Mme. EMILIE is the only Somnambulist who speaks every 
language in her mesmeric state; and it is owing to her extraordi- 
nary lucidity that her success in the most distinguished circles of 
Europe has been so complete and decided. 

The Somnambulist will call upon parties who may require 
her attendance. 

. Consultations by Letter, containing a lock of hair. 

B Ж A French Doctor accompanies the Somnambulist. 

E o 

Ж MADAME EMILIE, 

= LA CELEBRE SOMNAMBULE DE PARIS, 

Qui a eul honneur d’être consultée par Louis Napoleon, Président 

S A de la République Francaise, par P Archevêque de Paris, et beau- 

Coup de hauts personnages, fait savoir qu'elle vient d'arriver à 
3 Londres, et qu'elle donnera tous les jours des consultations sur 


P 
q 


bes maladies les plus invéterées, ou les choses les plus secrétes de 
ja M vie, à sa demeure, | | 

B. 14, FRITH-STREET, SOHO, 

Eur PRÉS SEWELL AND CROSS, 


1 Е" | Mme. EMILIE est la seule Somnambule qui parle toutes les 
= sus Pinfluence magnétique, et? c'est par cette lucidité 
E: extraordinaire qu'elle a obtenu les plus brillants succés dans les 
* M premiers salons des principales villes Ф Europe. 

Em. | mnambule se rendra chez les personnes qui le désire- 
ES E dur Consultations par lettre en joignant und mêche de cheveux. 
E vA ancais accompagne la Somnambule. 


> каш Re AIRD, PRINTER, 170, YLEET-STREET, ] 


en, 2 A. 


M* EMILIE, 2 


Fees for Mesmerizing known on application. 


Advice gratis to the poor on Monday Mornings. W439 
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HUNGERFORD HALL, STRAND. 
ANIMAL MAGNETISM, 


SOIRÉES LASSAIGNE. 
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WONDERFUL EXPERIMENTS, 


M. LASSAIGNE, & M PRUDENCE, 


(The First Magnetiser in Europe.) (The Best Clairvoyante known.) 
EVERY EVENING, AT EIGHT O'CLOCK PRECISEL Y (EXCEPT THURSDAY). 


ampi] Programme. 
TRANSMISSION OF THOUGHT. 


Experiment of the Bouquets—Execution of Mental Orders without previous preparation—Experiment of the 
Liquids, i. e. finding in water the taste of any liquid mentally required, &c., &c. 


ILLUSION OF THE SENSES. 


The Somnambulist will feel the identical sensation that any person put en rapport with her will mentally wish 
her to feel—She will narrate an event, real or imaginary, in the life of any person present, and 
execute Musical Improvisations, &c. 


PHYSICAL AND NATURAL PHENOMENA. 


Physical insensibility of the patient as an automaton—Her power over the Compass—Her influence over Iron, 
as if it were touched with Loadstone—the power of distinguishing any magnetised object amongst similar 
objects not magnetised—Partial or general Catalepsis—Acceleration or diminution of the beatings of the 
pulse —Attraction and Repulsion—Influence of Metal over the nervous system of the Somnambulist, &c., &c. 


VISION; OR SEEING WITH THE EYES BLINDFOLDED. 


Games at Ecarté—Naming of Cards without handling them— Telling the hour by any watch held behind her 

head—Reacing any French phrase written on the spot Physical description of any person put en rapport 

with the Somnambulist— Detailed description of any distance, place, &c., &c.—Finally, the Somnambulist will 
describe any object her attention may be directed to. 


MYTHOLOGICAL, HISTORICAL, CLASSICAL, OR 
IMAGINARY ATTITUDES. 


Ideal substitution—Complete identification with any historical character or personage— Sensation or impres- 
sion of happiness, joy, grief, affliction, laughing, crying, and even apparent death. 


To describe the wonderful phenomena exhibited by the Somnambulist is morally impossible, and the Public 


Press have unanimously declared the same to be unprecedented. (See on the other side the various extracts from 
the Newspapers). 


Prices of Admission :—Chairs on the Stage, 4s. Pit, - 2s. 


Reserved Seats may be secured at the Manager’s Office, by the additional payment of One Shilling for each Reserved Seat. 
DOORS OPEN AT HALF-PAST SEVEN OCLOCK P.M. 
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à THE ADAMIC INFIRMARY OF 


ANIMAL MAGNETISM, 


18, STORE STREET, BEDFORD SQUARE. 


Supported by Voluntary Contributions. 


N. HALE, Principal. 


M حر‎ PLO OPAL — — 


Meetings will be held as above every Thursday 
Evening, at 8 o'clock, for Lectures and also Discussions 
upon the truth and utility of 


ANIMAL MAGNETISM, 


| as a curative Agent for all Nervous Diseases, when the 
| Audience will have an opportunity of witnessing its effects. 


-  - ADMISSION FREE. 


Donations will be solicited each Evening in behalf of 
the Infirmary. 

Poor Patients wishing to avail themselves of the benefits of 
aM Magnetism, will make application at the Infirmary. 


The Principal having made this science the study of his 
Е life, has established a Theory that will bear the strictest 
d Investigation, being founded in fact. 

Private Patients can consult Mr. HALE, at 18, Store 


Street, every day (except Sunday), from 3 till 6 p.m., or 
Will be waited upon at their own Residence. by appointment. 


By order of the Council, 
T. GARDINER, Нох, Se. 


Tc 
YOUD, Printer, 62, Tottenham Court Road. 
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MR. HALE, 


PROFESSOR OF ANIMAL MAGNETISM AND MEDICAL GALVANIST, 


18, STORE STREET, BEDFORD SQUARE, 


LONDON. 


Mr. H. having made the Science of ANIMAL MAGNETISM his particular study for the past Twenty-five years, 
confidently recommends it as a Curative Agent, and his great success in removing diseases which withstood the 


power of medicine, warrants him in asserting that it is the best and safest remedy for the following complaints :— 


HYSTERIA, SPINAL COMPLAINTS, DROPSY, 
EPILEPSY, | GOUT, WHITE SWELLING, 
PARALYSIS, | RHEUMATISM, | RHEUMATIC GOUT, 
INSANITY, INCIPIENT CONSUMPTION, | AGUE, &c. ќе, &с. 


Animal Magnetism (called Mesmerism) is particularly useful in cases of Paralysis and Epilepsy, and, indeed, it may be asserted 
with confidence, that there is no other remedy ; medicines in these cases being not only useless, but injurious to the constitution. 

Perhaps no disease is more prevalent than Epilepsy, and unfortunately none more neglected. Take the case of a young 
female, aged fifteen, who is subject to these fits. Upon their first appearance, her friends are naturally alarmed, send, of course, 
for their medical attendant, who, if he has no intention of running up a bill for nothing, will tell them not to be afraid, nature will 
cure the complaint in course of time. Had he said may instead of will, such assertion would be correct. How many families 
are there that have learnt the sad truth, that nature will not always be so kind, and what are the consequences of this neglect 4 
The fits increase in number and strength ; the age of eighteen is attained, when the probability of a cure is considerably dimi- 
nished : mark the result, the constant recurrence of the fits generally tend to soften the brain, and produce upon it a permanent 
injury ; the Patient gradually becomes dull, loses her memory ; the eye looks wild and vacant, and her friends too late discover 
her reason is affected. The object therefore to be obtained in effecting a cure, is to diminish the number and strength of the fits, 
which Animal Magnetism, when properly applied, accomplishes in a short period ; this giving nature power to overcome the 
complaint, which of itself it is seldom able to do. 

Mr. H. begs to state that his practice is founded upon a theory (the correctness of which has been sufficiently tested by con- 
siderable experience) which enables him to discover the true nature of disease, and also whether it may be termed incurable, in 
which case he invariably refuses to practise. Numerous aud respectable references can be given to those desirous of availing 
themselves of the advantages of Animal Magnetism. 


ANIMAL MAGNETISM 
Possesses some peculitr advantages, which are as follow :— 


Ist.—No Medicine being given the constitution cannot be injured, and the mere application of the Mesmerie Power, under the 
direction of an efficient Professor, will at any,rate be harmless, if no benefit is derived. ^ 


2nd.—It does not at all interfere with the regular practice of medicine, as it is useful only where medicine has been proved of 
little effect or totally useless, as is the case with all the diseases above enumerated. A few examples are selected 
from several hundreds of 


CASES, 


Case 1.— Disease, Epilepsy and Paralysis of the arm Miss D., aged 17, discharged incurable from a London Hospital ; cured 
by Mr. H. in three weeks. 

Case 2.— Disease, Incipient Consumption—Miss G., aged 17, in the Hospital for Consumption without much benefit, the seeds 
of this insidious disease still remaining, came to Mr. H. with an incessant cough accompanied by spitting of blood ; cured 
in three weeks. 

Case 3.—Disease, Epilepsy—Miss C., aged 20. This case was one termed incurable, and was on that account given to Mr. H. 
by her own Medical Attendant ; suecessfully treated in four months. 

Case 4.— Disease, Partial Paralysis of both arms and legs—Mrs, S., aged 30, this lady was afflicted with the above complaint 
for two years, and in addition was considered by her Medieal Attendant to be in a slow decline ; restored to perfect health 
in a few weeks. 


At Home for consultation from 3 till 6 o'clock, R.M. 


Ti Dolouréux, je. ge. s | 
Admission, Is. Reserved Seats, 2s. 


. Consultations and Treatment of Disease, at 29, SOMERSET STREET, 
PORTMAN SQUARE, every Morning till One p.m. 


Geo. Nichols, Printer, Earl's Court, Leicester Square. 


` COURSE TICKETS, 2s. 6d. DITTO TO RESERVED SEATS, 5s. 


SATURDAY EVENING ENTERTAINMENTS. 
VVV te i a И. 


WESTERN INSTITUTE, 
47, LEICESTER SQUARE. 


MR. REYNOLDSON, 


SOLE PRACTITIONER TO THE 
Liverpool Medical Mesmeric Society, 
From 1844 to 1848, 
WILL GIVE A COURSE OF THREE SPLENDIDLY 


ILLUSTRATED LECTURES 


MESMERISM 


ELECTRO-BIOLOGY, 
On Saturday, Sept. 18, 25, and Oct. 2. 


Doors open at Half-past Seven, commence at Eight. 


SYLLABUS. 


FIRST LECTURE—SEPTEMBER 18th. 

All Mesmeric Phenomena depend upon Transfusion of Nervous or Muscular Energy— 
Special controul of the . 5 System has been called Electro-Biology—Every breath 
we inhale supplies from the atmosphere energia, which keeps the blood and grosser fluids 
of the body in their appropriate flow— Disease is due to an insufficient or ill-distributed 
supply of this vitally important agent, 


SECOND LECTURE—SEPTEMBER 25th. 


Of Sleep—Hypothesis of Macnish—Mesmeric Sleep—Sleep produced by Ether—by 
Chloroform—by the fixed gaze upon an inanimate object—Danger and disadvantage of 


these methods, 
THIRD LECTURE—OCTOBER 2nd. 


Of waking Mesmerism, called Electro-Biology—The true method of curing disease— 
Mr. R?s experience in Fever—Consumption—Rheumatism— Gout—Asthma—Dropsy— 


Tic Doloureuz, &c. &c. 

Admission, Is. Reserved Seats, 2s. 
COURSE TICKETS, 2s. 6d. DITTO TO RESERVED SEATS, 5s. 
... dtd Mo As а ciun. . 


^ . Consultations and Treatment of Disease, at 29, SOMERSET STREET, 
| PORTMAN SQUARE, every Morning till One p.m. 


c . 
` Geo. Nichols, Printer, Earl's Court, Leicester Square. 
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SATURDAY EVENING ENTERTAINMENTS, 
WESTERN INSTITUTE, 
47, LEICESTER SQUARE. 
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MR. REYNOLDSON, | 


SOLE PRACTITIONER TO THE 


LIVERPOOL MEDICAL 


MESMERIC SOCIETY, | 
From 1844 to 1848, | 


WILL GIVE A COURSE OF THREE SPLENDIDLY 


ILLUSTRATED LECTURES | 


ОРОК 


MESMERISM | 


ELECTRO-BIOLOGY, 
On SATURDAY, SEPT. 18th, 25th, and OCT. 2nd, 1852. 


a co atr e — 


FIRST LECTURE. 


All Mesmeric Phenomena depend upon transfusion of nervous or muscular energy 
— Special controul of the muscular System has been called Electro- Biology — Every 
breath we inhale supplies from the atmosphere Energia, which keeps the blood and 
grosser fluids of the body in their appropriate flow— Disease is due to an insufficient 
or ill-distributed supply of this vitally important agent. 


SECOND LECTURE. | 
Of Sleep — Hypothesis of Macnish — Mesmeric Sleep — Sleep produced by Ether | 


—by Chloroform by the fixed gaze upon an inanimate object — Danger and disad- | 
vantage of these methods. 


| THIRD LECTURE. 
| Of waking Mesmerism, called Electro-Biology—The true method of curing disease 


| Mr. R.’s experience in Fever—Consumption—Rheumatism—Gout—Asthma—Dropsy 
| ic Doloureuz, he., dc. 
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| Admission, 1s. Reserved Seats, 9з. 
COURSE TICKETS, 2s. 6d. DITTO TO RESERVED SEATS, 5s. 
Doors Open at Half-past Seven, commence at Eight. 


Consultations and Treatment of Disease, at 
29, SOMERSET S TREET, PORTMAN SQUARE, 
Every Morning till One p.m. 


MR. REYNOLDSON, 


PRACTICAL AND CONSULTING 


MEDICAL MESMERIST, 


29, SOMERSET STREET, 


PORTMAN SQUARE. 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN FULLY INSTRUCTED IN THE 


PRINCIPLES OF THE SCIENCE. 


Terms, 


£5 5s. A WEEK, FOR DAILY LESSONS OF AN HOUR. 


x— — е. E 


CLAIRVOYANCE EXAMINATION 


This is Truth, though opposed to the Philosophy of Ages, 


HALL OF SCIENCE, 


City Road, near Finsbury Square. 
Monday Evening, Nov. 29, & Thursday Evening, Dec. 2, 
GERALD MASSEY, 


(Author of the “ Voices of Freedom,” and “ Lyrics of Love,") will deliver 


TWO LECTURES 


ON THE SUBJECT OF 


Human Мапе а 
CLAIRVOY ANCE, 


The Truth of which will be Demonstrated by various Interesting 
and Wonderful Experiments, in the highest manifestations, 


AP o FOES i, ~ mo 
Syllabus of the Aectures. 


The World's opposition to new and great Ideas. _The blunders of 
Scepticism and the Martyrs of Science, The History of Animal 
Magnetism. Mesmerism demonstrated to be a Sanative Art. A 
contagion of Health, as well as of Disease. The Philosophy of 
Health, It is not the doctors’ drugs that cure. Methods of Mag- 
netizing. Electricity. The Laws of Nature. The Sceptics and their 
Arguments, Clairvoyance, artificial and spontaneous. Instances of 
natural Clairvoyance. The brain of Intelligence and of Instinct. 
Clairvoyance explained. Curious and amusing Anecdotes. 


The Science of Phrenology will be Illustrated by Phreno-Mesmerism or 
Excitation of the Organs of the Brain, selected by the Audience, and 
called into action by the Operator, without Contact. Catalepsy of the 
Muscles, induced by means of Mesmeric passes. Reading of books, papers, 
&c., by INNER VISION, the ordinary Visual means being suspended 
by any of the Audience closing and holding the Eyes of the Clairvoy- 
ante with their own hands. THE 


Clairvoyante, Mrs, Gerald Massey, 
Long known in Mesmeric Circles, as * SOMNAMBULE JANE,’ 


has manifested the peculiar power of 


SECOND SEG HT, 


Гог a Period of Eleven Years, during which time she has been satisfactorily Tested 
by numerous Persons of all C asses, And the Lecturer invites all who desire 
to become acquainted with the Truth of a marvellous Phenomenon, to a fair and faith- 
ful investigation. It is requested that the Audience will provide themselves with their 


own books or papers, for the Clairvoyante to read, to prevent the supposition of collu- - 


sion or deception, and that, in every instance, the Print be legible. 
Admission HALL 34. GALLERY 6d: PLATFORM SEATS 1s. 
Doors open at Hight, Lecture at Lab past Eight o'clock. 
N.B. The Public are requested not to confound these Lectures and experi- 
ments with what is termed ELECTRO- BIOLOGY. 

N.B.—A Private Mesmeric Séance every Friday Evening, 8 o' Clock, at 56, Upper Char- 

lotte Street. Fitzroy Square. Admission 95, ба. Also, Phrenological Manipulation, and 
Clairvoyante Consultations. 
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SALLE ROBIN, 


232, PICCADILLY, opposite the HAYMARKET. 


Sole Lessees and Proprietors, Messrs. A. AVENAU & SMITH. 


— ——— 


CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS. 


ЧУ? 


W^ 


| 
| 
| V. 
| 


. SOIRÉES PARISIENNES 
ARTISTIQUES. 


The new Proprietors and Lessees of the SALLE Rosin beg to inform the Nobility, Gen- 
try, & Public in general, that this Elegant place of Entertainment, 232, Piccadilly, 


Will RE-OPEN (for the Season) on MONDAY, DEC. 27, 7642. 
(BOXING NIGHT,) 


AND THAT THE ENTERTAINMENT WILL BE REPEATED ~ 


EVERY EVENING, AT EIGHT O’CLOCK, 
EVERY WEDNESDAY & SATURDAY 
A MORNING PERFORMANCE, 


AT HALF-PAST TWO O'CLOCK. 
FIRST APPEARANCE THIS SEASON OF THE CELEBRATED 


MAD" PRUDENCE BERNARD, 


ASSISTED BY 


MONSIEUR ROUX, 

(HIS FIRST APPEARANCE IN LONDON.) 
WONDERFUL AND MARVELLOUS EXPERIMENTS IN 
MESMERISM, TRANSMISSION OF THOUGHT, ILLUSIONS, 
CLAIRVOYANCE, and DOUBLE SIGHT, 


In addition, First Appearance in London of the far-famed 


PARISIAN ORPHEONISTS, 


-(LUTICE & ALBION), who will have the honor of appearing with the whole Company (20 voices). 
Acting Manager and Régisseur ................ M. P GRENET. 


PRIVATE BOXES, £1 1s. od.] PIT STALLS .. .. .. Os. Gd. 


Orchestra e in front, Зз. Od.| AMPHITHEATRE .. 15. Od. 
CHILDREN (under Ten Years of Age), HALF-PRICE. 
The BOX-OFFICE will be open daily, from 11 till 4 o’clock, where Tickets and Places may be secured. 
8 Doors open at half-past Seven ; and at Two o'clock for the Morning Performance. 
arriages ordered at Ten o'clock for the Evening ; and Four for the Morning Performance. 


LJ UE IMMER A ͤů DOT PU UNOUES W^ QNS 
Printed by W J. Gotxovny, 6, Princes Street, Leicester Square. 
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PAINLESS REMOVAL OF A FEMALE BREAST 
IN THE MESMERIC TRANCE. 


A VISIT ! ; 
MESMERIC INSTITUTE, P4 
36, WEYMOUTH STREET, qe 


PORTLAND PLACE. 


BY 


THEODOSIUS PURLAND, 


SURGEON-DENTIST. 


* If you would learn, read without prejudice." 


| LONDON : 
WALTON & MITCHELL, PRINTERS, 24, WARDOUR STREET. 


[Gratis.] 


ASTOUNDING OPERATION IN THE MESMERIC 
TRANCE. 


“ Truth is stranger than fiction.” 


Ат the invitation of Dr. Elliotson, I attended at the Mesmeric 
Infirmary in Weymouth Street, Portland Place, on Wednesday, 
April 26th, to witness the removal of the right breast of a female 
whilst in the mesmeric trance. 
I entered the institution at a quarter past one, in company 
with Mr. Kiste, and we were shortly joined by Dr. Elliotson, 
Mr. Tubbs the operator, Col. Bagnold, Dr. Symes, Mr. Goff, 
and Mr. Amor. 
At two several other gentlemen arrived, and much anxiety 
D. was expressed as to the result of the operation. Mr. Tubbs 
was, however, quite confident that his patient would not feel it 
in the least. 

Shortly after two o'clock we were ushered up stairs ; here we 
found the patient,—a female of apparently about forty years of 
age, seated in a reclining chair, and Mr. Tubbs, with Mr. 
Burman as his assistant, prepared to perform the operation. 

The company being seated, Mr. Tubbs proceeded to entrance 
his patient: this he effected in a few minutes by standing upon 
a chair behind her, taking her hands in his, and looking down 
steadily into her eyes, which were raised for the purpose. 

After the quivering and closing the eyelids, Mr. T. descended, 


T was handed to Mr. Tubbs by Mr. Burman, 


3 


s under the mesmeric influence : she 
d lay listlessly in her lap—the right 
to be out of the way—there was 


as when she closed her eye 
breathed freely: her left han 
was held up by Mr. Burman, 


estraint. 
p Mr Tubbs continued to dissect out the breast leisurely 


there was no hurry to get it over ; and when the whole 54 
removed, the silent astonishment of the gentlemen assembl 

ssive. ( 
50 Mr. Tubbs had not done yet: he probed with his 
finger every part, and finding a portion that had eluded his 
knife, seized it, and cut it out as coolly as if trying his weapon 
upon a dead body. 

Dr. Symes and Mr. Beard, at Mr. Tubbs’s request, examined 
the patient, and on their declaration that all had been removed, 
the operator, assisted by Mr. Burman, passed five needles 
through the lips of the wound and inserted the sutures. 

Still the patient slept !—still smiled! А little wine and 
water was administered—her dress was arranged—each gen- 
tleman resumed his seat—and Mr. Tubbs awakened his patient 
by a few transverse passes. 

On opening her eyes, she was addressed by 

Mr. Tubbs.—' How do you feel ?” 

Patient.—'* Have you done it?” 

Mr. Tubbs.—« Supposing it is done, how do you fee] ?” 
Patient.—" I am very well.” 

Mr. Tubbs.—“ Have you felt anything ?” 

Patient.“ No! I have felt nothing." 

Mr. Tubbs, —" Then it is done h. 
The patient smiling incredulously, 


upon her being satisfi : 
ML inet ed that it was 


her dress was opened, and 
done, her face beamed with 


declined all assistance, 
nothing had occurred ! 


Pea 
— 
а Ne 
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Mr. Tubbs was now warmly congratulated upon his SUCCESS 
by his brother mesmerists and their friends, the accompanying 
certificate was drawn up and signed, and a general wish ex. 
pressed, that those self-styled medical magnates (?) who scoff at 
* the greatest truth in nature," for want of a little common sense 
to leaven their learning, would have the charity to follow the 
noble example set by Mr. Tubbs, aud save their patients from 
the tortures now so needlessly inflicted by them. 

Thus ended one of the most remarkable meetings ever con- 
vened, and proud must every member feel at the opportunity 
afforded him of witnessing one of the most satisfactory opera- 
tions ever performed in England. 

T. Puras, 
Surgeon-Dentist, 
7, Mortimer Street, Cavendish Square, 
May 1, 1854. 
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Mesmeric Institute, 
36, Weymouth Street, Portland Place, 
April 26, 1854. 


We, the undersigned members and visitors of the Mesmeric Infirmary, 
witnessed the amputation of the right breast of Mrs. Flowerday, by 
Mr. W. J. Tubbs, Surgeon, of Upwell, Cambridgeshire, she being in 
the mesmerie trance induced by the operator. And we unhesitatingly 
assert and believe that the patient did not suffer the slightest pain, and 
upon being awakened, declined every assistance, and walked upstairs 
to bed. 

JOHN ELLIOTSON, M.D., F. R. S., Conduit Street. 
EDMUND S. Symes, M.D., Bowden House, Berkeley Square. 
ADOLPHE KisTE, 37, Maddox Street. 
R. Gorr, 21, ams id n Gore. 
J. Amor, 135, New Bond Street. 
Smitu Burman, Surgeon, Wisbeach. 
F. C. Велир, Surgeon, 44, Welbeck Street. A 
M. E. Влвхо1љ, 14, Upper Hamilton Terrace, St. John's P 
T. A. Suaw, ington. 
W. UNDERWOOD, I, Vere Street, Cavendish Square. 
G. Е. LUSIGNAN, 2, Little Bush Lane. 
C. Maxnuzw, 33, Alfred Street. 
T. PuzLAND, Surgeon-Dentist, 7, Mortimer Street. 
W. Fisuer, 18, Place, Euston Square. 
ELIZABETH SHERBORNE, Matron. 


NER, Resident Secretary. 


Рф, 


нде 
. 


DELE LI: 


.. ee 


63 


GRI 


MESMERIC INFIRMARY, 


9, BEDFORD STREET, BEDFORD SQUARE. 


Supported by Voluntary Contributions. 


President, THE EARL OF DUCIE. 
Creasurer, DR. ELLIOTSON, £ 
Secretary & Resident Superintendent, MR. CAPERN. 


Attendance from Ten till Four. 


Subscriber of One Guinea per Annum, has the privilege of recom- 
^ geh a Patient, and witnessing the progress of the Cure. 


eee 


Sm, 

Мв. WELTON, MESMERIST AND GALYANIST, of 14, Salisbury Plaee, New Road, 
(2 doors west of Gloucester Place, Portman Square,) has the honor to acquaint the Nobility, 
Gentry and Public that he has cured Rheumatic Gout, Liver, Spinal and Uterine Com- 
plaints, Painter's Colic, Fits, Lumbago, and other disorders, by Mesmerism in some cases, 
and in others by Galvanism and Mesmerism combined; and, knowing he has still the 
power to do so, solicits your patronage should you require his aid, and having three 
Clairvoyantes Mr. W. charges nothing for their services, except to those who consult him 


for that purpose alone, in that case the terms are Five Shillings each sitting. 


The Art taught to those desirous of learning it,—TEnws,—3 Guineas, in advance, 


and written Instructions given. 


Advice given to necessitous Persons before Eleven in the Morning: 


MISS ISABELLA LITOLFF, 


{Hesmerist, 


ME S. W. HAGLEY, 
Magnetiger, 


AT MARYLEBONE STRI ET, IIARLEY STREET, 


22, Little Welbeck Street, Cavendish Square. 


— 


——— — — EP ERA : 


E 


L'INVESTIGATEUR - 
DU MAGNETISME 


JOURNAL SCIENTIFIQUE 


PUBLIÉ SOUS LE PATRONAGE ET AVEC LE CONCOURS 
DE PLUSIEURS DOCTEURS EN MÉDECINE, DE SAVANTS. ET D'HOMMES 
DE LETTRES 


Paraissant tous les quinze jours. 


Chaque Numéro contiendra 16 pages grand in-8° jésus, el une 
belle Couverture imprimée. 


PROSPECTUS. 


La publication d'un journal étranger à la politique, fidéle or- 
gane des amis éclairés et sérieux du Magnétisme, et répondant 
non-seulement aux besoins de cette science naissante, mais bien 
aussi à ceux de la Société, nous paraît une excellente œuvre et 
de la plus pressante nécessité. Cette nécessité sera comprise sur- 
tout en présence des persécutions qui ont répandu le doute et 
l'incertitude dans les esprits les moins prévenus. 


Aux savants adversaires du Magnétisme, comme à ses amis, 
nous déclarons que notre but principal étant l'examen impartial 
du Magnétisme, la recherche consciencieuse de la vérité, nous ou- 
vrirons nos colonnes à tous les articles que les uns et les autres 
voudront bien nous adresser, pourvu qu'ils soient de nature à 


CAP 


TAIN HUDSON. 


N King ! 

reason the muse to sing. 
How great hís ski , how strange the art 
How soon it makes disease ! 
When drugs were vaín, and hope forlorn, 
Len some complaints with nature born 


How stings the contemplating though it, 
His dearest ones to famine brought | 


Vorsooth ! they'd join the blatant roar. 
——— 
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foes—forsooth ! 
Commit this “sin !"— that’s í 


We all admit that tis a wonder, 

But these poor creatures make a blunder. 
They will not think so simple art, 

Can such 4 wondrous care impart, 

Tia near the same аз to aver, 

They do the olden mode prefer ;— 

A dreary illness—twenty years, 

Ten thousand groans, a well of tears ; 

A sea of dranghts, the count cas pills, 
The doctor's calls, and monster bills ! 
With stubborn bias some persist, 

satan does in it exist ! 

О! Reason does such thought deride 
Have they the Stygian King deseried ? 
Now thus they say, so let me ask 
An honest question, nay, a task : 
Does satan ron (prepare to laugh) 
With words along the telegraph ? 
Now since these powers are near akin, 
If wicked one, the other's sin ; 

And till they prove that this he does, 
(No whit I fear) 1 must oppose. 


Did God who sits on Blessings’ throne, 
Whose sceptres Mercy, Love His crown, 
Forbid that man should try to save, 

Some fellow mortal from the grave? 

That we should not our skill oppose, 
n 

Or say that we when mortals groan, 

ay: aevi Wills so ale aa 

Ah! no, these hands, these eyes, this mind, 
For ott ers good, were all designed. 


Ah! some do more than fı 


grateful 
A love to him by them is given: 
As for hís Г 


Jane 4th, 1856, - 


2 BARRY BROTHERS, Printers and Pablishers, 18, Top of Trinity Street, Leeds. 
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MESMERIC INFIRMARY. 


A Meetine held at the Earl of Ducie’s, No. 23, Belgrave Square, 
July 9th, 1846, being convinced of the vast benefits derived from Mesmerism in 
the cure of Diseases, even the most intractable, as well as in the prevention of 
pain in Surgical Operations, and being desirous that its benefits should be more 
widely extended to the Poorer Classes than individual exertion can accomplish,— 


Resolved— 
1. That with this view a Mesmeric Infirmary shall be established by voluntary 
contribution, for the cure of Diseases and the prevention of pain in surgical operations. 


2. That this Infirmary shall be under the management of a President, Vice- 
Presidents, Trustees, a Treasurer, Secretary, and Committee. 


8 That THE RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF DUCIE be PRESIDENT. 


Vice- Presidents. 


BARON DE GOLDSMID, J. H. LANGSTON, M.P. 
VISCOUNT MORPETH, M.P. THE REV. G. SANDBY, jun. 
R. MONCKTON MILNES, M.P. THE REV. T. ROBERTSON. 
Treasurer, 
MR. BRIGGS. 
Committee. 
DR. ASHBURNER, REV. DR. DICKSON, 
DR. BUXTON, MAJOR BUCKLEY, 
MR. CLARKE, \ MR. BLYTH, 
MR. CHANDLER, MR. FRADELLE, 
MR. FLINTOFF, MR. KINGDOM, 
MR. J. HANDS, Surgeons. MR. TOPHAM. 


MR. D. HANDS, 
MR. F. G. JOHNSTON, 
MR. SYMES, З, 


R. D. HANDS, жол с. MMC cs 
MR. F. G. JOHNSTON, | 
MR. SYMES, _. ) 


DONATIONS AND 


Adare, Viscou nt, M.P, 


Anonymous, Hampshire 


Akroyd, Mr. Edward, Bank field, 
Halifax 


jentinck, the Lady Mary 
Blyth, Mr. S. S.. 


Briggs, Mr. Nottingham-place , . 


s.s.s» 


šrowne, Mr. J., Bridgewater.. 
jrowne, Mr. W., РА . 
Buckley, Major, Cheltenham - 
Bull, Mr. J., Bridgewater ..., 
zuxton, Dr., Brownlow-street e 
Chandler, Mr., Surgeon, Rother- 
hithe 
Clarkson, Miss R.. 
„ of РРР fe 
Edwards, Rev. John, Cheltenham 
Y DE 5.5 is oos T» 
Enfield, Mr., Nottingham ...... 
Flintoff, Mr. S., Surgeon, Great 
Titchfield-Street .......... 
Forbes, Sir Charles, Bart 
Frances, Mr.9, Norfolk-crescent, 
а, a a 
Frere, Mr., Chiswick .......... 
Goldsmid, Baron de. 
Gordon, Mr. James Adam, Naish, 
ЧУНУНИ 
Hands, Мг. Ј., Surgeon, Duke- 
street, Grosvenor-square,... 
Holland, Mr. James, New Cross 
James, Captain, Dover ........ 
Janson, Mr. H. U., Pennsylvania 
Fark, Bester o 
Johnston, Mr. F. G., Surgeon, 
Saville-row 
Kingdom, Mr. W., Westbourne- 
Terrace, Hyde-park........ 


ee ee a 


7 Regent Street. 
Subscriptions will be received by Members of the Committee, and Mr. Baillitre, 219, Keg 
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Ann. Subs, 
و ا‎ 


Dp 99 4 


0 0 

0 0 
Eg 
10 0 0 
o 5 0 
DII. O 
190 
р a 
5 5 0 

1 0 

0 0 
1411 *0 

0 0 

0 0 
11 

0 0 
1.4. -0 

0 0 

0 0 
11.0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

5 0 
11 0 

p 
50 0 

5 0 


SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Dons 

L dE 

Kiste, Mr, Bruton-street |... 5 0 
Lang, Mr. W., Glasgow xp. 

Langston, Mr., М.Р, . 100 0 
Lloyd, Mr., Roscommon, Ireland. 
Luxmoore, Mr. J. C., Alphing- 
ton, Devon ,,, 
Marshall, Mr. James G., Munk 

Coniston, Ambleside ..,..... 50 0 

Moffatt, Mr., М.Р. ............ 5 0 

Molesworth, the Dowager Lady. 5 9 


Murray, Mr. T, Lamie, George- 
street, Hanover- square 90 0 
Nicholls, Mr. H. F., Bridgewater 
Noyes, Sarah Ann, (a servant, 
cured by mesmerism after all 
other means had failed) 


Pettit, Mr. Allsop- terrace, New- 


Robertson, Rev. T., Blandford- 
nase суз apis eevee 
Sandby, Rev. те сд» ОАО 
Self, Mr. S., Bridgewater.,..... 
Skipper, Mr. H., Maida Hill West 10 10 
Spiller, Mr. J., Bridgewater ... 
Stringer, Mrs., Goodhurst...... 2 0 
Swann, Mr. Edward Gibbon. .. 
Symes, Mr. E. S., Surgeon, 
Grosvenor-street .......... 
Topham, Mr. W., Temple ..... 
Tubbs, Mr. F. S., Surgeon, Up- 
well Isle, Cambridgeshire .. 
Udall, Mr., Temple 
Underwood, Mr. W., Vere-street 
Underwood, Mr. C., Holles-street 
Wallace, Miss, Cheltenham .... 
Walton & Mitchell, Messrs., 24, 
Wardour-street,..... 
Whitfield, Mr., Surgeon, Ashford 1 
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5 0 
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MESMERIC INFIRMARY. œ 


A Meerine held at the Earl of Ducie’s, No. 23, Belgrave Square, 
July 9th, 1846, being convinced of the vast benefits derived from Mesmerism in 
the cure of Diseases, even the most intractable, as well as in the prevention of 
pain in Surgical Operations, and being desirous that its benefits should be more 
widely extended to the Poorer Classes than individual exertion can accomplish,— 
Resolved— 


1. That with this view a Mesmeric Infirmary shall be established by voluntary 
contribution, for the cure of Diseases and the prevention of pain in surgical operations. 


2. That this Infirmary shall be under the management of a President, Vice- 
Presidents, Trustees, a Treasurer, Secretary, and Committee. 


3. That THE RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF DUCIE be PRESIDENT. 


Vite⸗ Presidents. 
BARON DE GOLDSMID, J. Н. LANGSTON, М.Р. 


VISCOUNT MORPETH, M.P. THE REV. G. SANDBY, jun. 
R. MONCKTON MILNES, М.Р. THE REV. T. ROBERTSON. 


Treasurer. 

MR. BRIGGS. 

Committee. 
DR. ASHBURNER, REV. DR. DIXON, 
DR. BUXTON, MAJOR BUCKLEY, 
DR. ELLIOTSON, CAPTAIN JAMES, 
MR. CLARKE, \ MR. BLYTH, 
MR. CHANDLER, | MR. FRADELLE, 
MR. FLINTOFF, MR. KINGDOM, 


MR. D. HANDS, 


MR. J. HANDS, > Surgeons. | МЕ. TOPHAM. 
МЕ. F. G. JOHNSTON, | 
t | J 


DONATIONS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Dons. Ann. Subs. 
= a x \ Dons, 


DONATIONS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


TFT. یرو ی‎ 
Dons. Ann. Subs. 
é E * d. E A. P Ann. Subs. 
Адат Viscount, М.Р. ........10 0 0..2 2 9 Hands, Mr. D., Surgeon Tissus КЕРЕКЕ x 
Anonymous, Hampshire........ 9.0 0 4 


street, Manchester-square ,. M ud! 
Akroyd, Mr. Edward, Bankfield, Holland, Mr. James, New Cross 


, 2 ww 0-244. MM UC D James, Captain, Dover ЕО E29 
or, Dr.. Т У 0 9 Janson, Mr. H. U. „Pennsylvania 
Barton, Mr., Gloster Cottage, Park, Exeter 
Boundary- road, St. John’s-wood Ed 9 Johnston, Mr. F. 6. quem 5 0 0 
0 ecw огы ган 1341-0 Saville-row 
Bentinck, the Lady Mary ...... om, Mr . We 5 
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MESMERIC INFIRMARY, 


9, BEDFORD STREET, BEDFORD SQUARE. 


Tuts Infirmary is established for the alleviation and cure of 
diseases, and for the relief and prevention of pain, by means 
of Mesmerism. 

It is supported by the voluntary contributions of those 

persons who, having faith in the remedial efficacy of Mes- 
merism, or being desirous to be assured of the truth of the 
extraordinary cures alleged to have been effected by its agency 
in the hands of many credible and respectable persons, are 
anxious that the poor should have the opportunity of availing 
themselves of the advantages it may afford. 
I) here is another object which the originators of this new 
establishment have in view. They desire to extend the field 
of observation in the science of Mesmerism, and to encour- 
age the promulgation as well as the cultivation of its truths 
without favour to any party or to any limited or individual 
interests. i 

In accordance with the respect which all good men enter- 
tain for the characters of those whose benevolence adorns an 
exalted position, the promoters of this Institution resolve— 

I.—That its higher Officers consist of a Patron, President, 
Vice-Presidents, and Treasurer, who are ex-officio Members 
of the Committee of Management. That the rest of the 


. Committee of Management consist of twelve persons, elected 


by the general body of Governors. 
II.— That the Governors consist of all persons who may 
make a donation of at least Ten Guineas at one payment, 


к. ^" 
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as a life- subscription; or who may pay subscriptions of at 
least One Guinea annually. 

III.—That the general direction and management of the 
Institution is vested in the Committee, who shall annually 
submit their proceedings to the general meeting of the Go- 
vernors. 

IV.—That the Committee vested with these powers have 
the right of appointment or dismissal of all the Officers of 
the Institution below the Vice-Presidents. ; 

V.—That the Committee have the power of electing as 
Honorary Governors such gentlemen or ladies as have ren- 
dered important services to Mesmerism. 

VI.—That the requisite Officers of the Institution under 
the direction of the Committee shall be a Treasurer, Medical 
Officers, Secretary, and Collector. 

VII.—That one-third of the Committee shall annually 
retire, and their places shall be, by ballot, supplied from the 
whole body of the Governors, the retiring Members being 
eligible for re-election. 

VIII.—That the Committee shall meet every Monday at 
two o’clock; that minutes of their proceedings be kept by 
the Secretary, and be verified at the next ensuing meeting 
by the signature of the Chairman. 

IX.—That at all ordinary Committee Meetings three 

| i Members are necessary to constitute a Board. 

X.—That the Committee, specially summoned for ihe pur- 
pose, shall have power to make bye-laws and regulations for 
their own government, and the management of the affairs of 
the Institution. Such bye-laws and regulations shall be sub- 
mitted to the first succeeding General Meeting of Governors, 
and shall remain in force until rescinded or renewed by such 
General Meeting. 

| XI.—That the Secretary shall, at any time, summon a 
special meeting of the Committee, upon a requisition made to 
him in writing by the Patron, President, or Vice-Presidents, 
the Treasurer, or any three members of the Committee ; but 
the purposes of such meeting must be specified in the requ 
| sition, and also in the summonses calling the same: and no 
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other business can be transacted at such meeting but that 
which has been so specified. 

XII. — That at all Special and General Meetings, seven 
Governors shall be necessary to form a quorum. 

XIII.— That the Medical Officers of this Institution shall 
be unlimited in number. That all regularly-licensed medical 
gentlemen, being Governors of this Institution, may be ap- 
pointed Medical Officers of the Infirmary by the Committee, 
and as such, may attend at the Infirmary during the hours 
of business fixed by the Committee, to mesmerise any patients 
recommended by themselves or by any other Governor who 
may express a wish in writing to the Committee that such. 
patients shall be under the care of that particular Medical 
Officer. 

XIV.—That the admission of patients be regulated by 
Members of the Committee selected for that purpose, who 
shall, in rotation, perform that duty. 

XV.—That the privileges of Governors, as to the recom- 
mendation of patients, be defined by the amount of their 
donations or subscriptions. One patient only to be recom- 
mended for each annual subscription of £1:1; and one pa- 
tient annually for each donation of £10 : 10. Each Governor, 
whatever be the amount of his subscription, to be entitled 
to one vote only, and no annual Subscriber to be entitled to 
vote whose qualification has been obtained less than six ca- 
lendar months previously. All subscriptions to become due 
at Christmas or Midsummer, and to be dated from the nearest 
the above periods to which they are first paid. 

XVI.—That an Annual General Meeting of the Governors 
shall be held at the Infirmary (or such other convenient place 
as the Committee may appoint), on the first Wednesday in the 
month of May, for the purpose of confirming, altering, or 
rescinding the resolutions of the Committee of the preceding 
year; provided always that any resolutions for altering or 
rescinding the regulations adopted by the Committee shall be 
duly framed and notified in writing to the Secretary at least 
twenty-one days before such General Meeting. 

XVII.— That the Annual General Meeting shall never- 
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WALTON AND MITCHELL, WARDOUR STREET. 


` 1850. 


MESMERIC INFIRMARY. 


Tur FIRST ANNUAL MEETING of this society was held on 
Monday, May the 6th, at the Infirmary, 9, Bedford Street, Bedford 
Square. 


Mr. J. A. Gordon, of Bristol, in the absence of the Earl of 
Ducie through ill health, was called to the chair. 


The CHAIRMAN said that it was a subject of deep regret to him 
and the Committee that the Earl of Ducie was unable to attend that 
meeting. That nobleman was one of the best friends and supporters 
of the spread of mesmeric science, and he was sure would share 
with them the regret felt at his being unable to attend on that occa- 
sion. (Cries of hear, hear.) He was sorry that the place of the 
noble earl should be so ill supplied, as he was aware he was unable 
to fill it so well as the noble lord; but he trusted to their kind 
assistance in the performance of its duties. 


The Rev. G. Sanpsy then read the report of the Committee of 
Management, which says :— 


** À few friends of mesmerism, considering the establishment of 
an infirmary for the treatment of disease by its means as a very 
desirable object, met at the Earl of Ducie's, in the year 1846, and 
passed some preliminary resolutions to that effect. Among the steps 
taken at that meeting was the appointment of a committee, to whom 
was entrusted the power of carrying the plan into operation. Sundry 
cireumstances, however, delayed its immediate execution. But in 
the course of last year it was felt that the time was at length arrived, 
when any further delay would be undesirable. The progress that 
mesmerism had made in publie opinion, the encreasing number of 
its advocates, and the growing demands on the part of the sick and 
the suffering for assistance and advice, all led to the conviction that 
the Infirmary could be at once opened with every prospect of success. 
F'unds for this purpose were not wanting ; for the liberal donations 
and subscriptions of many kind friends and patrons had afforded 
the means of taking the necessary initiatory steps. The committee, 
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therefore, met on the 24th of last Jul , and, havi 
communications and calculations, that rid “ил Hd ies 
consideration, came to the resolution of looking out for MR f 
engaging, a house suitable to the purpose, and of placing 5 eb 
the superintendence of a resident Manager or Secretary. x 
.. “In the course of the month of January the Infirmary came 
into operation; patients have been attending daily, and are énereas. 
ing in number; and an additional mesmeriser, William Fisher re- 
commended by Mr. Tubbs, Surgeon of Upwell Isle, Cambridgeshire 
was appointed at a salary of sixteen shillings per week. i 

“The Committee have agreed upon several rules and regulations 
for the direction and management of the Institution, copies of which 
have been sent to the donors and subscribers, and which are sub- 
mitted to the consideration of the General Meeting for approval and 
confirmation. 

** The Committee beg to state that a sum, amounting to £903:17, 
in donations and subscriptions, has been paid into the hands of the 
Treasurer, and that promises of still further assistance, amountin 
to about £200 have been also made; to which must be added the 
sum of £23:0:2, for interest on exchequer bills, making a total 
of £926:17:2 received. | 

** The Committee have examined and paid the bills incurred for 
the furnishing of the Infirmary, and have also paid the first quarter's 
rent, and the first quarter's salary of the Secretary, amounting in 
all to the sum of £121:11:6, consequently leaving a balance in the 
hands of the Treasurer of £805:5:8, of which £506:9:11, has 
been invested in the purchase of £500 in exchequer bills. 

“'Тһе Committee have the pleasure of announcing that they have 
received from P. Baume, Esq., the donation of a freehold estate at 
Edmonton, which has hitherto been let for a rent of £40 a year, 
and also of five railway arches at Stepney, which may be estimated 
at the yearly value of at least five pounds each. 

«Тһе Committee, in presenting this their first report to the 
donors and subscribers to the Infirmary, cannot but congratulate 
the friends of mesmerism generally on an important step being - 
length publicly taken for the progress of scientific truth, and : 
the promotion of the great cause of humanity, towards — е} 
of which good and useful work the co-operation of every philanthro 
ited. Тһе institution, whose recent opening 1$ 


—— pist is earnestly invi a: 
— — — herein briefly recorded, already shows a promise of d to 
det : ae р conducted with energy and judgment, and with a due rega 


| 1 | ee 
EC important considerations, which have respect to the choice o 
nesmerisers and to the management of its internal arrangemenís, 
ove a source of inappreciable blessings to numbers, and seems, 
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prudence, union, and good-will, these difficulties are anything but 
insuperable; and if the regulations, which are adopted by the 
governors for the daily conduct of the institution be but carefully 
and uniformly enforced, the success of the Infirmary may be pro- 
nounced certain and permanent. To this latter point, however, the 
Committee attaches considerable weight; and towards a due observ- 
ance of which they strongly request the assistance of every true 
friend of mesmerism. By these means, the cavils of the sceptic 
will be silenced,—the prejudices of the scrupulous be removed,— 
the misrepresentations of the calumniator be answered,—and the 
cause of truth grow stronger and stronger every hour. With these 
observations the Committee beg to close their report, in expressing 
every confidence in the future prospects of the institution, and in 
looking forward to a year of encreasing activity and usefulness." 


Since the report had been drawn, an addition of £13:8 had been 
received. ps 


Mr. Janson had great pleasure in moving the adoption of the 
report, having come a distance of 200 miles to attend the meeting— 
(Cheers)—and he believed that had all their friends done the same 
they would have had great difficulty in accommodating them. One 
principal reason of his attending the meeting was to submit to the 
subscribers of the institution a manuscript, drawn up by Mr. Capern, 
of Tiverton, who he believed was the most successful mesmerist 

since the days of Greatrakes. The manuscript contained reports of 
upwards of 100 cases, and would be extended by about 50 more, 
when he hoped it would be published, as containing most surprising 
and convineing proofs of the truth of the science. (Cheers.) He 
would now merely move that the*report be adopted and circulated 
among the subscribers to the institution. 


Mr. Luxmoorz seconded the resolution. He had for years looked 
with anxiety to the time when they would be enabled to have an 
. . establishment like this in London, feeling convinced that this was 
PB all that was wanted to prove the truth of mesmeric science. (Hear, 
hear.) Не believed that mesmerism would prove of great assistance 
to medical science, though he did not mean to say that it would 
supersede it. He had himself seen the beneficial effects produced 

by it in alleviating the sufferings of those afflicted with rheumatism, 

tic douloureux, paralysis, &c., and he believed that no philanthropist 

~ who examined into mesmerism would deny that it was a great addi- 
tion to the science of alleviating pain and curing disease. The pro- 
fessors of the science had been met with derision and calumny, but 

he felt that the day would arrive when its success and its truth 
would be universally acknowledged and the calumnies of its oppo- 
 nents for ever silenced. He felt that they were under a deep debt 

of gratitude to the gentlemen who had taken an active part in pro- 
moting the establishment of this institution, and he had therefore 
great pleasure in seconding the motion for the adoption of the report. 

The motion having been put and carried unanimously, 
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The Sec RETARY read the proposed laws of the institution, to 
which the following is the preface :—“‘ This Infirmary is established 
for the alleviation and cure of diseases, and for the relief and pre- 
vention of pain, by means of mesmerism. It is supported by the 
voluntary contributions of those persons who, having faith in the 
remedial efficacy of mesmerism, or being desirous to be assured of 
the truth of the extraordinary cures alleged to have been effected by 
its agency in the hands of many credible and respectable persons, 
are anxious that the poor should have the Opportunity of availing 
themselves of the advantages it may afford. There is another object 
which the originators of this new establishment have in view. They 
desire to extend the field of observation in the science of mesmerism, 
and to encourage the promulgation as well as the cultivation of its 
truths without favour to any party or to any limited or individual 
interests.” ' 


[The proposed laws for the management of the institution were 
then read.] 


Mr. Monckton Mirnes, M.P., moved the adoption of the 
proposed laws, and trusted that it would go forth to the public 
that the friends of mesmeric science were now prepared to put the 
truth of their principles to the test in the heart of the metropolis, 
through the agency of a public hospital. He believed that, through 
the agency of such an institution, mesmerism would take its fair 

. position as a branch of medical science, and he was sure that this 
E was all its real friends wished. (Hear, hear.) They all knew that 
| mesmerism exhibited some most extraordinary psychological pheno- 
mena, and perhaps no subject could be of greater interest to philo- 
sophical inquiries than those phenomena ; but, at the same time, he 
thought it most important that this institution should as little as 
possible interfere with those inquiries, and confine their attention as 


ae UH much as possible to the application of mesmerism as a curative agent 
92 in diseases which might come under their notice. (Hear, hear.) 
E ae He thought it very important that it should go forth to the public 
E. .. what were the real objects and intentions of the institution, so that 
|  — it might avoid as far as possible any imputation of quackery, which, 
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did not think they need look upon these with any degree of jealousy 
as rivals to their progress. (Hear, hear.) Indeed, mesmerism 
might be found peculiarly adapted to some constitutions, while other 
anesthetic agents might be adapted to other constitutions. He 
could not help feeling that they ought to take some shame to them- 
selves for not having before put themselves into a position to have 
the agency of mesmerism acknowledged by the medical profession, 
through the establishment of an institution of this description, and 
allowing the advantages of the other anaesthetic agents to be acknow- 
ledged while they were doing nothing. It was a most remarkable 
circumstance in the history of all physiological discoveries, however 
important, that they were ignored for years until their importance 
forced them upon public attention: and so it was with mesmerism— 
it was undergoing the ordeal to which all great and valuable truths 
were subjected, and he considered that they had no reason to com- 
plain of this, as the importance of their science must be ultimately 
acknowledged and the truth prevail. (Cheers.) After again urging 
upon the company the necessity of the institution strictly confining 
themselves to the use of mesmerism as a curative operation, and 
eschewing experiments, the honourable member concluded by moving 
the adoption of the rules. 


The Rev. G. SAN DBV seconded the resolution, agreeing as he 
did with every word uttered, and the recommendation given, by Mr. 
Monckton Milnes. Не had had an opportunity of observing with 
his own eyes the soothing effects and curative influences of mes- 
merism, and he felt convinced that they had only to be brought 
prominently under the notice of the public, through the means of 
an hospital, to be generally and fully acknowledged. (Cheers.) 
It was a most remarkable fact, and one of which they ought to be 
ashamed, that a Mesmeric Hospital had not been established in 
civilized Europe—had not been established in the centre of this 
great metropolis—had not been fostered in scientific society, but 
had been established in what Shakespeare called “the furthest 
steppes of India." He thought all honour was due to Dr. Esdaile, 
who had established that hospital, and to the Governor General 
and other Indian authorities who had fostered it, it having proved 
eminently successful in alleviating human pain. He perfectly agreed 
with Mr. Monckton Milnes in his observations that the science had 
made and was making great strides, and was proved by its being 
acknowledged as a science by so important and cautious an authority 
as the Edinburgh Review. That journal said that, after inquiry, 
по doubt, “its errors, which probably are many, will be separated 
from, what we may be sure are also many, its truths." No doubt 
they might have errors, as other sciences had in their infancy, but 
Mr. Cornewall Lewis had called theirs a“ mock" science. It might 
be a “mock” science in one respect, but this was that it “mocked”? 
all the ignorant attempts of their opponents to put it down. (Cheers 
and laughter.) But the editor of the Edinburgh Review said, in 
speaking of the phenomena of mesmerism “ No one can doubt that 
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phenomena like these deserve to be observed, recorded, and encou. 
raged ; and whether we call by the name of mesmerism or by any 
other name the science which proposes to do this, is a mere question 
of nomenclature. Among those who profess this science there may 
be careless observers, prejudiced recorders, and rash systematisers ; 
their errors and defects may impede the progress of knowledge, but 
they will not stop it; and we have no doubt that before the end of 
the century the wonders which now perplex almost equally those 
who accept and those who reject modern mesmerism will be distri- 
buted into defined classes and found subject to ascertained laws; in 
other words, will become the subject of a science." Now, that was 
just what they had been saying for years, and it was to prove their 
science that their infirmary had been established. (Hear, hear.) 
They wished to extend the advantages of mesmerism to the very 
poorest of their fellow-subjects, and to shew to the world the truth 
of their principles. He would not further detain them, but second 
> the resolution for the confirmation of the rules of the society. 


The resolution was carried unanimously. 


they possessed as to the business of the meeting, and as to every 
other subject of interest which related to the well-being of mankind 


so long abused as it had been. He (Mr. Tubbs) had been located 
i: an obscure (as he might call it) village in Cambridgeshire, whose 
~ leading and most influential members had not been celebrated for 

being foremost in the promotion of | 
| whose opinions on such enquiries had been sufficient to give a death- 
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At length he succumbed to their prejudices, and like the apothecary 
in Romeo and Juliet could say, 


‘t My poverty, and not my will consents.” 


But as time rolled on and more auspicious circumstances surrounded 
him, he was enabled to defy the effects of that public venom which 
he had before given way to. He again entered with redoubled vigour 
into the pursuits of mesmerism, and had the gratification of stating 
that many had become converts, through him, who had strongly 
denied every phenomenon that he produced; and though formerly 
drones in the hive, were now become industrious bees in the cause 
of mesmerism. Supported as the science was by the gentlemen he 
had the honor of addressing, many of whom were in themselves a 
host, he should remain in future a dauntless promoter of its cause. 
Mr. Tubbs then expressed a hope that the meeting would be the 
means of giving to mesmerism a local habitation and a name. Не 
also alluded to the advantages he had had over the Devonshire 
Greatrakes (Mr. Capern) in having performed minor operations in 
the sleep, and mentioned the case of Margaret Francis whose leg he 
attempted to amputate, but was prevented by the interference of the 
sister, and sooner than it should be called a failure under mesmerism 
he took it off under chloroform, but after the operation always dressed 
the stump under mesmerism without her knowledge. Having ex- 
pressed his determination to pursue the same straightforward course 
for years to come that he had hitherto done, and wishing success to 
the establishment, Mr. Tubbs resumed his seat. 


Mr. CAPERN said he rose with considerable diffidence to second 
the resolution, from a conviction that the assembly was composed of 
individuals of rank, station, and high attainments, and that his situ- 
ation in life made him the humblest person there ; but although diffi- 
dent and inadequate to do justice to so important a science, to pro- 
pagate which was the object of the meeting, yet he had confidence 
because of its value and importance. He had therefore great pleasure 
in seconding the resolution of Mr. Tubbs, and begged respectfully 
to explain what first influenced him to pay attention to the mysterious 
power of mesmerism or vital magnetism. About four years since, 
having attended a lecture given by the talented mesmerist Mr. Davey, 
and observing the great phenomena produced, he was induced on his 
third lecture to ascend the platform and assist in the operations by 
demesmerising one of the persons who had been placed in a state of 
coma. From that period he became subject to severe remarks and 
unjust criticism. On further investigating the subject, and after 
some suggestions from Mr. Davey as to the application of mesmerism 
as curative, he commenced his operations, and was pleased with some 
cases in which relief from pain was the result. The first case of 
importance was that of John Rowden, whom he met accidentally as 
he was going with difficulty to his labour. On being questioned as 


* See No. XXVI., p. 169.—Zoíist. 
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work, the manuscript of which Mr. Janson had kindly introduced. 
The whole would amount to 150 cases; and, had it been necessary, 
a large number might have been added, say hundreds : he had never 
kept а list. Suffice it to say that he has been at all times ready to 
assist any one, and frequently does not know the parish they are 
from. The statements will bear any investigation.* He should 
have no objection to his cases being examined by a commission, of 
which Mr. Wakley should be one. His patients were all strong and 
healthy. His operations were not confined to weak enervated persons. 
A great number were muscular agricultural labourers who in the west 
of England, particularly in Devonshire, from sudden changes of 
temperature are subject to very severe rheumatic pains, and these 
generally disappear after two or three applications of the sanatory 
influence. Some of them have walked a distance of sixteen miles 
in order to have a sitting of about ten minutes. He has more 
pleasure in assisting them who need it than the richest baronet in 
Devonshire has in the enjoyment of his estates. Having probably 
been rather irregular, he said, in his observations, he apologized to 
the gentlemen and ladies present for occupying their time: but it 
afforded him infinite pleasure to be in the building applied to such 
holy purposes, and see persons daily engaged in diffusing health 
and strength to those who need it, by a power which we all possess. 


Mr. Luxmoore proposed thanks to the committee and medical 
officers. 


Mr, W. G. SMITH, jun., of Greenwich, (who will be remembered 
as the mesmeriser of the boy, James Cook, of Deptford, some six years 
since,) seconded it, and begged to add his testimony to the truth of 
mesmerism. He said he was not a professional man, but an amateur 
in mesmerism. His first essay was the result of accident. Having 
attended a lecture and seen persons he knew thrown into the sleep, 
he, out of curiosity, tried his father's shop boy. The effect pro- 
duced, every one conversant with mesmerism at the time will recollect. 
The patient remained in the mesmeric state for three days. His 
motive for now mentioning the case was that an impression had got 
abroad, prejudicial to the cause, “that the boy James Cook was 
dead." Mr. S. had been induced some three years since, in conse- 
quence of those reports, and at the request of Dr. Elliotson and 
Mr. Chandler, to publish the case in The Zoist.* Mr. Smith was 
happy to state the last account he heard of James Cook was that he 
was well and hearty. Mesmerism, instead of injuring him, had 
been the means subsequently of greatly improving his health. Mr. 
S., since that event, had ample opportunities of testing the benefits 
of mesmerism. A case of St. Vitus's dance of the very worst de- 
scription, where the patient had lost his speech and the use of his 
limbs, and after trying every remedy medical aid could suggest, was 
at the present time, by a judicious application of mesmerism, quite 


* See No. XXVI., p. 165.— Zoist. 
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restored, The case was known to Dr. Elliotson, who was consulted 
by the parents of the child, and recommended mesmerism. Mr, 8, 
wished the institution success, and pledged himself to use all his 
influence in making its benefits known. 


Mr. Heath, Dr. Macdonald, and several other gentlemen ad- 
dressed the meeting, and adduced instances to shew the advantages 
of mesmeric science, the whole of them stating that they were origin- 
ally opposed to it until convinced by enquiry of its truth; and also 
detailed the difficulties they had had in promulgating it among society 
generally. 


Dr. ASHBURNER proposed a vote of thanks to the chairman, and 
the meeting broke up. 
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Tur annual meeting of the friends and subscribers of this 
institution was held on Wednesday, May 7, at the Infirmary, 
No. 9, Bedford Street, Bedford Square— ( 


The. Rev. GEORGE SANDBY, in the chair. 


The CHAIRMAN opened the proceedings by expressing his 
regret at the unavoidable absence of their president, the 
Earl of Ducie, and a number of their noble and influential 
supporters. At the same time, he could not but congratu- 
late them on the progress their institution had made during 
the past year. They would see by the report that there 
had been a great variety of cases treated most successfully. 
He had been in the habit of frequently attending the hos- 
pital, and had invariably found the committee sedulously 
attentive to their duties, and the mesmerisers performing 
their various offices in the most efficient manner. He was 
happy to say that their funds were also improving and several 
donations had been sent to them. Amongst these donations, 
he was proud to tell them, was one from the Archbishop 
of Dublin, who invariably followed out the truth faithfully 
and fearlessly in all matters, and also one from Earl Stan- 
hope. Besides these, many other zealous and kind friends had 
rallied round them, and he thought they were justified in 
saying they were steadily and progressively forming an im- 
ortant nucleus amongst themselves, the effect of which would 
be felt through the kingdom. But, whilst he expressed his 
| pleasure at finding so many had joined them, he could not 
refrain from avowing his regret that there were several dis- 
NES cea in bad benefited from their system 
ЦІ wanting. | 
not, however, help thinking that their absence was rather a 
proof S ha strength of their institution than of its cle 
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sions amongst its disciples. They must all be aware that there 
were differences of opinion amongst the adherents of mes- 
merism on several points—some leaning to spiritual, some to 
material,* and some to physiological views ; but, however, 


* That Mr. Sandby may not be misconceived, we insert our following 

from No. XXL, p. 112:—« Materializm.— So uninformed are most persons, 
that we every day hear men spoken of with horror as materialists. Now a man 
may be not only most conscientious, but most devout; nay, be a sincere and fer- 
vent Christian, aye, and a trinitarian Christian too : and most evangelical, —and yet 
be a materialist. That is, a man who believes that the matter of his i 

and living brain is endowed with such properties that it wills, feels, and thinks, 
and that these by nature decay and cease for ever with the brain at its decay, 
death and disintegration, may also believe that, by the will of God, by an addi- 
tional and miraculous grant, they will exist again with a brain reproduced but, 
however glorified, still matter ; according to the Fourth Artiele of the Church of 
England, which asserts that Christ, the first fruits of them that slept, sits at the 
right hand of the Father, with ‘his body, with fiesh, bones, and all things apper- 
taining to the perfection of man’s nature.’ We urge this, because we know that 
many excellent persons who take such a view of a future state are vilified and 
called atheists, infidels, sceptics, and cruelly injured, from the total ignorance of 


parrots 

talk, by imitation, to read Bishop Law’s Theory of Religion, Bishop Sherlock’s 

Discourses, Bishop Watson’s Anecdotes of his own Life, and Archbishop 
Tillotson.” 

Locke says, „All the difficulties that are raised against the thinking of 

matter, from our ignorance or narrow conceptions, stand not at all in the way of 


„either that God can and doth give to some parcels of matter a power of percep- 
tion and thinking, or that all animals have immaterial and consequently immortal 
souls as well as men; and to say that fleas and mites, &c., have immortal souls as 
well as men, will possibly be looked on as going a great way to serve an hypo- 
thesis. Second Reply to the Bishop of Worcester, p. 466., 8vo. edition. 
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divergent their opinions might be on some points, he trusted 
they would all join heart and hand in the promulgation of the 
truth of the one great cause they had in view. Their object 
was to relieve and alleviate suffering humanity in every shape 
and form. (Cheers.) Therefore, in a great cause like that, 
it behoved every sect, every creed, to unite and give a helping 
hand, both by their persons and their purses. (Hear, hear.) 
He believed the time was not far distant when the medical 
profession would also be converts to their system, and rally 
round them in their works of charity and love, and when the 
sons would blush to think that their fathers had been the 
foes of mesmerism—(cheers)—and when the hospitals would 
be anxious to have their assistance and support. There was 
one part of the report to which he felt particularly anxi- 
ous to direct their attention. A proposition had been made 
that the committee should have the power of adding ladies 
to their number. This might seem rather a novel pro- 
ceeding, but he hoped that it would be received favour- 
ably, for there were many reasons of a peculiar nature, which 
it was unnecessary for him to mention, why such a sug- 
gestion was exceedingly advisable. The presence of ladies 
would, in a great measure, silence all the suspicions of low 
and vulgar minds, who, conscious of their own iniquity, 
judged others by themselves. (Cheers) To the ladies they 
were already greatly indébted, for, through their instrumen- 
tality, mesmerism had been introduced into families with the 
greatest success. In supporting this institution, they all had 
two grand objects in view, the extension of a great truth, and 
the alleviation of much human suffering and the cure of griev- 
ous complaints. The rev. gentleman concluded by calling 
upon Dr. Elliotson, the treasurer, to read the report. 


duced shall be a vegetable, a merely sentient, or a RATIONAL being; an oak, a 
frog, or a philosopher ; makes all these differences ; gives to the future body its 
qualities, and nature, and species. And this particle, from which springs, and 
by which is determined, a whole future nature, itself proceeds from, and owes its 
constitution to, a prior body," &c.— Natural Theology, conclusion, p. 591. 
Bishop Watson says, ** when I went to the University, I was of opinion, as 
most schoolboys are, that the soul was a substance distinct from the body, and 
that when a man died, he, in classical phrase, breathed out his soul, animam 
expiravit; that it then went I knew not whither, as it had come into the body, 
from I knew not where nor when, and had dwelt in the body during life, but in 
what part of the body it had dwelt I knew not." “This notion of the soul was 
without doubt, the offspring of prejudice and ignorance.” —‘‘ Believing as I do in 
the truth of the Christian religion, which teaches that men are accountable for 
their actions, I trouble not myself with dark disquisitions concerning necessity 
and liberty, matter and spirit; hoping as I do for eternal life through Jesus 
Christ, I am not disturbed at my inability clearly to convince myself that the 


soul is or is not a substance distinct from the body.’’—Anecd Е 
Bishop Watson, p. 14. sqq. ody necdotes of the Life of 
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zp owing 97 was then read :— 
“ 1t was at the house of the Earl of Ducie 
January, 1846, that the London Mesmeric T abu oa 
founded: and, on the 25th of March, 1850, the а ii : 
sent a notice to every donor and subscriber that this house 
was open for the mesmerisation of patients. At first the 
committee did not feel justified in engaging more than one 
mesmeriser, the secretary himself promising to mesmerise at 
least two patients daily. But, on the 10th of J une, they en- 
gaged a second. These two persons were William Fisher and 
Charles Mayhew, both recommended by Mr. Tubbs, surgeon 
of Upwell, Cambridgeshire, and previously employed by him 
to his satisfaction as mesmerisers. During the last month, a 
third, a married woman, recommended by Dr. Ashburner, 
was engaged : and all three perform their duties satisfacto- 
rily,—with regularity, diligence, care, kindness, and pro- 
Pa. priety. ] 
ED | “The committee are most happy to inform the donors 
and subscribers that, since the 17th of November, they have 
had the services of Mr. Capern as secretary; the former se- 
cretary having resigned. Of Mr. Capern's mesmeric strength 
to assuage suffering and cure disease, of his devotion to the 
healing powers of mesmerism, of his indefatigableness, his 
disinterestedness and benevolence, they need not speak. He 
has fulfilled all the expectations which were formed of him 
from his previous history. He is present in the public rooms 
of the Institution from 10 till 4 o'clock, mesmerises many 
patients himself, and superintends the processes of the three 
mesmerisers, who attend daily, except Sunday, from 10 till 4 
o'clock, and are allowed each, but not all at the same time, 
an hour in the middle of the day for dinner. | 
“The committee meet every Wednesday at two o'clock, 
and a complete account of the work of every day is read to 
them :—the history of each patient during the preceding weck 
is detailed : his or her attendance, the length of time that he 
or she was mesmerised, the name of the mesmeriser, the 
p mode of mesmerising and the effects, together with the reme- 
B o dial results which were observed at the end of the week. 
Presh applicants are seen by the committee and examined by 
its medical members, and those persons who cease to be pa- 
s present and report themselves. | i 
linety-one patients have been mesmerised,—54 males ANM 
: 29 are at present on the books,—19 males 2 2 
The greater part of the diseases have been E. 
ımatism, epilepsy, St. Vitus’s dance, and | 
ie cases had been of E 
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Jong duration before they came under our care, and had re- 
sisted various and frequently severe modes of treatment under 
numerous well-informed medical gentlemen. Their chronic 
character rendered it impossible for mesmerism to produce 
many rapid cures. This circumstance, and the engagements 
and difficulties of the poor, together with the frequency of 
impatience, fickleness, and childishness common among hu- 
man beings of all ranks, caused many to give up our services 
before a fair trial was made: and, indeed, some after a few 
visits. With the majority of those who received no benefit, 
or no permanent benefit, this was the fact: and they amount 
to 28. Twenty-four left before their cure was complete, but 
were more or less benefitted, and many very much benefitted, 
so that they were able and desirous to return to their em- 
ployments. 

“Some very striking cases have occurred. We may 
mention one of epilepsy in a child who was brought above a 
year ago. Not only has there been no fit for above six 
months, though previously the attacks were frequent and 
severe, but the child's appearance and general health have 
undergone a remarkable improvement—a circumstance which 
mesmerisers are in the habit of witnessing, whatever may be 
the disease. 

"There is an equally satisfactory cure of epilepsy in ano- 
ther child. 

“А child, with a leg shortened through disease of the hip, 
was received at the end of November: and on the 14th of 
April the father, who had previously procured the best treat- 
ment for his boy in vain, declared that the amelioration had 
exceeded all his expectations, and the improvement in the 
general health was remarkable. 'The child is still under 
treatment, and may be seen. 

“On the 9th of last April, a man applied with an almost 
total inability to open his mouth, and an inability to swallow 
anything but fluids; and those he swallowed with extreme 
difficulty, so that he feared being starved. Не had received 
public and private medical attendance for several weeks, and 
been informed that his complaint was palsy of the mouth and 
throat ; and so indeed it was, but from cold, not from internal 
disease. One local mesmerisation by Mr. Capern enabled 
him in ten minutes to swallow his saliva, and on returning 
home he ate a rasher of bacon: and by repetitions of the 
treatment he has been enabled to eat all solids at his meals 
and to return to his work. 

“A man, 75 years of age, who laboured under palsy of 
one side of his system and had received no benefit before, 
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can now walk many miles a day. He is still under treatment 
and may be seen. The very first day he felt the mésmerie 
influence like a hot steam. | | 
“ A very remarkable case is that of a dumb boy, 14 years 
of age, who had been palsied from his birth and totally unable 
to walk. He had been in many hospitals and under many 
private medical gentlemen: and been refused admission into 
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital from the conviction of the medi- 
cal officer that his case was hopeless. He was first mesmer- 
ised on the 2nd of February, and an improvement was dis- 
7 | cernible after the first mesmerisation. After the sixth he 
. could positively walk across the room without assistance, and, 
on the 27th of March, he walked from the Infirmary into 
PEE Tottenham Court Road. He is still under treatment and 


. may be seen. His father was lately absent from town, and 
UC | on his return was astonished at the improvement. 
8 “ A dreadful case of despondency, with pains and noises 


in the head, giddiness, and dimness of sight, in a man 56 
2^ years of age, is yielding in a remarkable manner. Various 
» medical gentlemen did their best, but in vain; and month 
after month life became a greater burden to him. He was 
admitted here in April, and now makes the following state- 
1 ment :—' All my accumulated afflictions have been gradually 
subsiding ; indeed, some of them, the giddiness and noises 
| in the head, together with the great nervous oppression and 
dismal gloomy forebodings, have already left me, never, I 
€ hopefully trust, to return. My hearing and my eyesight are 
o | progressing favourably, the latter most especially, as I can 
e now read better without glasses than I could see to read with 
x them previously to being mesmerised.’ This patient 1s still 

under treatment, and may be seen. | 
« We must not pass over the case of Catherine Brown, 7; 
King's Head-yard, Tooley-street, 57 years of age. When 
seven years old she fell down in a fit, and was unconsciov? 
for twenty-four hours. She had a similar attack monthly till 
she became a patient here, last February; and, for seven or 
eight days after the fit, she was invariably so weak as to be 
unable to attend to her avocations, and indeed was at no time 
able to attend to them properly. She suffered agonizing 
pains. She was treated by numerous medical gentlemen т 
and in Ireland, without the least benefit. Her 
requently made her contemplate self. murder. She 
nes in Guy’s Hospital and twice in St. Thomas 8, 
four months. She applied to a dispensary 
on told her she had tic douloureux ; and, 


several of her teeth, broke some 0 
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them. From the first attack, above 44 years ago, she was 
never free from pain, and took large quantities of laudanum 
when under medical treatment. She saw Mr. Capern early 
in February, and he mesmerised her head with contact for a 
quarter of an hour. The pain instantly and entirely ceased ; 
and from that moment she has not experienced the slightest 
pain, nor has she had a fit. On leaving the infirmary that 
day she called upon her niece at Islington, and, feeling a 
great desire to sleep, sat down in a chair and fell into a sleep 
so profound that her relatives were alarmed, and supposed 
that her doctor had given her too large a dose of laudanum. 
She woke spontaneously in four hours, greatly refreshed, and 
has remained well to this very time. 

* We trust that the public will soon be satisfied of mes- 
merism being beneficial not only in such diseases as those 
hitherto treated here, but in every other: curing by itself in 
some instances, and in others powerfully aiding the medical 
and surgical measures of established utility that may be pro- 
per, nay indispensable. 

* Many cases cannot be treated mesmerically unless the 


patients reside in the mesmeric institution ; and, as long as 


the general hospitals refuse the benefit of mesmerism to their 
inmates, the poor must suffer grievously from our pecuniary 
inability to meet the difficulty. But we feel a strong convic- 
tion that the day is not far distant when the public sympathy 
will enable us by increased funds to receive in-patients. 

* Donors have presented to the Infirmary £899: 8: 0. 
We have 118 annual subscribers, who, with one lately de- 


ceased, have contributed from the commencement £352 : 10 : 0, 


and the 118 contribute annually £197 : 19: 0. We receive 
about £12 as the interest of five exchequer bills. We have 
£884 : 4: 81 in hand. 

“Our chief expenses are for rent, rates, and taxes, nearly 
£100:0:0; and for salaries £218:0:0. Various other 
matters have cost about £20: O: O during the last 12 months. 

„Me trust that some leasehold property promised us by 
Mr. Beaume will produce us about £50 per annum; and Mr. 
Capern has generously declared that as soon as we grant 
leases he will present us with 20 guineas. 

“The world is becoming every day better informed as to 
the reality, the curative and assuaging power, and the inno- 
cence of mesmerism : and the English medical profession is 
now emancipating itself from the unfortunate feelings which 
“overpowered it from the time, now above 12 years ago, when 
the college and hospital, their council and medical professors 
within a few yards on one side. of the spot where we are now 
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assembled, scouted mesmerism with contumely, not enquir- 
ing for a moment whether it was useful or true, and forbade 
its presence within their walls: and when Mr. Wakle 

within a few yards on the other side of the spot 2 


merism was an entire fraud, and that all those who promoted 
it were cheats and impostors unworthy to be associated with 
by respectable medical men. We, therefore, trust that our 
donors and subscribers will steadily encrease, and our means 
prove sufficient for the holy cause in which we are engaged. 
The support hitherto given to us has been all but unsolicited, 
We have not had a sermon, a publie dinner, a ball or a 
bazaar: nor do I know of more than one donor and one sub- 
scriber brought to us by solicitation. The matter has been 
one of extreme delicacy up to this time. But, as the truth 
and importance of mesmerism are now so extensively acknow- 
ledged, no one need longer to hesitate in advocating the 


cause of mesmeric charity before all men, in season and out 


of season. Persons apply every week for admission into the 
Infirmary for whom we have no room: so much has the 
fame of mesmeric remedial power spread, and so quickly is 
that gross ignorance vanishing which connected the simple 
and natural process of mesmerising with Satan. 

“We have received £141: 0 : 0 in donations since the 


former general meeting: and had an increase of 32 annual 


subscribers, whose payments will amount to £65: 19: 0 


annually. May the ensuing twelvemonth prove still more 
prosperous. The < sig are anxious to propose to the 


meeting what they believe will be a great improvement. A 


lady, the wife of a distinguished mathematician and philoso- 


pher, proposed to Dr. Elliotson that ladies should be upon 
the Сао, and offered to join if other ladies would v 
the same. He at once highly approved of the plan, an 


mentioned it to the committee, who equally approve of it. 


Such a measure must be advantageous in many respects, as, 


in addition to our having female patients, we now employ a 


f e mesmeriser. 1 hol 
т: Holme, of Highgate, has kindly placed бор 
of his phrenological collection in the hands of the insti n 
to be returned whenever we think fit, or his son, new io 
young may, after coming of age, may desire to have 1 caused 
ng alliance between mesmerism and phrenology cout’ 
e committee to regard the offer of a fine е мыр oe Мт. 
n as too valuable to be slighted; and they it after 
to give occasional gratuitous discourses upon 1% 9^ 
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Mr. Horrrwes, in moving the adoption of the report, 
could not refrain from adding his own expressions of deep 
and unfeigned satisfaction to those already pronounced by the 
Chairman, at the present condition of mesmerism in its cha- 
racter of a curative agent, as testified not only by the meet- 
ing, but by the growing convictions of the great body of the 
publie at large. Fifteen years have now elapsed since expe- 
riments were first made upon an extensive scale, and under 
the direction of distinguished medical authority, in this 
country, for the purpose of testing the reality of the pheno- 
mena of animal magnetism, and the applicability of what 18 
called the mesmeric state to the alleviation of various forms of 
suffering and disease. Of the spirit in which the results of 
such experiments were extensively, and perhaps not unnatu- 
rally, received, few among those who were present need be 
reminded. Nor would he (Mr. Hollings) attempt to infuse a 
single element of bitterness into the deliberations of the 
assembly, by adverting, in any but the most casual manner, 
to the unjust, the uncandid, and the most unphilosophical 
temper by which an opposition almost universal was at that 
time characterized. If this opposition, however disreputable, 
however unjustifiable in its manner, was the result of sincere 
and honest conviction, it is to a certain extent to be respected. 
If it arose from unreflecting and unenquiring prejudice, it is 
to be lamented. If it was prompted in any single instance 
by personal enmity, by professional rivalry, or by jealous 
self-interest, it is to be forgiven. Fifteen years however have 
elapsed—fifteen years of open and unremitting controversy— 
during which, whatever other means of refutation may have 
been neglected, the motives, the objects, the judgment, and 
even the characters of the friends of mesmerism, will gene- 
rally be acknowledged to have been in no single instance 
either respected or spared. But, after all the employment of 
counter-arguments upon this subject, or of a method of an- 
tagonism to which men are but too apt to have recourse 
where argument itself is wanting, what is the result? At 
the present moment there is scarcely an intelligent mind in 
Great Britain, which does not acknowledge that there is 
reality in at least what we may call the normal characteristics 
of the mesmeric sleep; in other words, that its ordinary and 
easily induced phenomena of coma, of cataleptic rigidity, of 
insensibility more or less complete to impressions from with- 
out, are true effects of a specific and independent, however 
mysterious, cause; although such conditions were formerly, 
almost without distinction, regarded either as mere halluci- 
nations in the mind of the operator, or, so far as the patient 
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was concerned, as instances of audacious and palpable fraud. 
In many quarters institutions are arising with the express 
view to the application of these conditions to medical pur- 
poses, and everywhere with the promise of extensive support, 
The names of men widely eminent in science and in literature 
of the highest professional standing, of well-known authority 
in the church, in the senate, in the state, are being daily 
added to the already numerous list of the defenders and sus- 
tamers of this once contemned and vilified cause. We look 
to the neighbouring continent, and we find that the researches 
of one of the most original and philosophic minds of the age 
—he (Mr. Hollings) alluded to the recent experiments of the 
Baron Von Reichenbach—have succeeded in tracing, through 
the means of mesmerism, the existence, and in some measure 
the laws, of an entirely new material agency, upon the im- 
portance or the ultimate applications of which no man at the 
present time can venture to pronounce. Or we turn to that 
vast theatre of wealth, of promise, and of teeming humanity, 
presented by our Eastern dependencies; and what do we 
there behold? That which no one, who is not wholly insen- 


à 4 emotion, without gratitude, without delight. We see а fiou- 
«d rishing and already celebrated public hospital, founded under 
5 | the direct auspices of the British Government, and directed 
A by medical skill and experience second to none in dogs 

i in which the power of the mesmeric state both as curative 
n and anesthetic is a matter of daily, nay, of almost hourly 
id demonstration. We are told of the most agonizing and pro- 
> tracted operations, removal, for instance, of tumors, in 


some cases actually equalling in weight the bodies of the pa- 
tients — сарае, performed during a condition 


: the 
being openly taught by eminent professors, and under 
ui of ауес of Education of India, in the great 
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medical school of Calcutta, to crowds of згер ^ д а 
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skill; trophies than which, with the exception of 'the still 
greater blessings of equal legislation and of the pure religion 
of charity and love, none more glorious have been reared 
within those often disputed confines, from the time at which 
the phalanxes of Alexander turned back from the waters of 
the Indus, to the day when the banks of that famous river 
were crowded by those victorious warriors of the stormy 
North, whose banners were emblazoned with the reminiscences 
of fields contested in a distant hemisphere against ensigns 
more dreaded than those of the Macedonian, and whose arms 
were nerved to conquest by the recollections of Arcot, of 
Plassy, and of Assaye. Now if such have been the effects of 
but fifteen years of experiment, what, it may be reasonably 
asked, may not be expected from an equal space of years yet 
to come? For the progress of every great discovery is, as all 
are aware, in anything but the constant ratio of its initial 
force. Long and arduous and painful are its first advances 
towards even partial recognition and acceptance; but this 
barrier once surmounted, there is no scale or series known 
to the mathematician which can measure the strength of its 
expansiveness, or the rapidity of its diffusion. Let us not 
however be misunderstood.. In the conduct of this Institution 
we do not proceed, we have not hitherto proceeded, upon the 
supposition, that in mesmerism is contained an absolute and 
infallible specific for all shapes and conditions of disease. 
There may be temperaments over which it will be found to 
have but a limited influence. There may be, there probably 
are, some forms of malady, which it will prove incompetent 
materially to affect. How far, under what circumstances, 
with what limitations and restrictions it is best applicable, 
must be learned, as everything else in therapeutics has hitherto 
been learned, from the teaching of experiment alone. We do 
not even attempt to pronounce upon the nature of the cause 
to which this most remarkable state is owing. Nor do we 
deem it our province to investigate those higher and myste- 
rious phenomena of magnetic somnambulism, which afford 
so extensive and so deeply interesting a field for the labours 
of the psychologist. We are not claiming for mesmerism any 
higher place than that of a most powerful and most valuable 
subsidiary to the known resources of the medical art ; far less 
do we wish to see it separated from the judgment and super- 
intendence of those whose professional studies may be pre- 
sumed best to qualify them to determine upon the expediency 
of its employment. What however we do affirm—not а few 
among us upon the testimony of our own senses again and 
again repeated; many upon the strength of evidence which 


| 
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ence incurable, and for which the dissolution of the patient 


12 Mesmeric Infirmary. 


appears wholly incontrovertible—is this, that for the most 
acute and depressing suffering the agency which we are advo. 
cating has often proved the only available palliative : that 
under the most trying conditions of terror and anguish to 
which human fortitude can be submitted, it has been found a 
refuge as safe as it is welcome and effective : and that directed 
against not a few of that most melancholy class of disorders, 
upon which the utmost skill of the physician is vainly ex- 
hausted, it has issued in an unquestionable and permanent 
cure. How multitudinous and how various are the latter 
sources of human misery, can be known to that Being alone, 
by whom, doubtless for wise although inscrutable purposes, 
they are permitted to exist. Such conditions of evil are not 
indeed of a character to attract either publie or general 
notice. They do not meet us in the midst of our crowded 
streets and thoroughfares: they do not come forth to court 
attention beneath the open blaze of day. But if, amidst the 
splendour and the tumult, the flow of busy life, the rush of 
joyous and exuberant existence, which the external aspect of 
this vast metropolis at the present moment exhibits, the cur- 
tain which conceals its darker features from our observation 
were suddenly withdrawn; if, like the common father of 
mankind, in the gloomy but immortal description of Milton, 
we could behold but a portion of those cases of physical debi- 
lity and protracted torture, over which medical science,— 
saying nothing against its undoubted triumphs—nothing 
against its manifold and improving appliances — nothing 
against the noble and disinterested spirit by which multitudes 
of its professors are actuated,—but over which this great 
science mourns hopelessly and in vain; who is there among 
us who would not stand aghast at the spectacle thus afforded? 
Sight so deform, what heart of stone could long 
Tearless behold ?" 

Who would not welcome, who would not readily avail himself 
of any means, however vague, however novel, however empi- 

rical which held out even the most distant promise of the 

relief of ills so terrible and extensive? He (Mr. Hollings) 

could distinctly and deliberately assert that he had seen such 

cases; their undeniable severity—their as undeniable relief. 

He had seen the most acute neuralgic anguish—not of days, 

but of months’ continuance, and for which all that practised 

skill could suggest had been suggested to little purpose— 

allayed in a few minutes and almost as if by magic, by the sim- 

plest mesmeric treatment. He had seen disease, pronounced 

by competent medical authority to be organic, and by infer- 


Mesmeric Infirmary. 13 


seemed to offer the only probable means of release, succeeded, 
after the same mode of treatment had been for not very many 
days adopted, by a condition of active and vigorous health. 
But these are not insulated cases. The experience of the 
Chairman, and the experience of many who were present, could 
appeal to others quite as remarkable. They are paralleled, 
they are even far exceeded, by the records of this or of kin- 
dred institutions, and by hundreds of similar instances, esta- 
blished on the authority of the most unexceptionable wit- 
nesses both at home and abroad. Surely then we have at 
least a fair case for a candid and impartial hearing; a case 
which may challenge the most patient enquiry and justify the 
fullest and the most extensive experiment. Surely we are 
well warranted in addressing the most zealous and the most 
obstinate among our opponents in some such terms as these. 
Our statements are at least sufficiently numerous, our autho- 
rity eminent, our objects of unspeakable importance to the 
general interest, if likely to prove attainable ; still more so, 
if in any degree already attained. Examine for yourselves. 
The field of enquiry is easily accessible. The method of expe- 
riment from which we have drawn our conclusions is open to 
all. But do not in this day of enlightenment run counter to 
all those principles of inductive research upon which every 
science, and most especially the science of therapeutics, is 
based, by falling back upon assumed theories, while we appeal 
to absolute facts. Investigate strictly, sternly, severely, with 
every bias towards suspicion and distrust, and, if it must be 
so, with an utter disregard to the forms of that conventional 
courtesy which should at all times distinguish the contro- 
versies of liberal and enlightened men; but at least do not 
| prejudge. Denounce—but first enquire. Strikeif you will— 
8 | but hear.—At the moment in which we are commemorating 
i at least the partial triumph—at least the greatly improved 
prospects of a remedial means which we firmly and most sin- 
cerely believe to be second in value and efficacy to none 
adopted from the earliest periods of history by the professors | 
A of the healing art it would ill become us to forget to whose F^ 
E instrumentality the progress of this most beneficial agency 
Bie. in the public estimation is principally owing. It cannot be 5 А 
„ denied, that for the present aspect of mesmerism both in this | 
2 903 country and in the East, we are mainly indebted to the sin- 
x 4 | gular talents, to the persevering, the uninterrupted, and the 
a | benevolent efforts of one individual, who was foremost among eS 
A us in asserting its claims to support, and who for many years dm 
pun did continued almost single-handed to demonstrate its benefits, NS 
5 with a constancy, displayed amidst multiplied difficulties and ones 
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of human misery, the diffusion among unborn gencrations of 
better, less emperilled, or more tolerable conditions of life. 
In that day, and among the long list of names thus honoured, 
which the history of our own land will supply, far from the 
least distinguished, will be that of the eminent physiologist, 
the accomplished physician, and the generous philanthropist, 
who was the first to make known, and the most strenuous to 
establish among his countrymen, the healing tendencies of a 
state, imitative of nature’s best restorative, and no less potent 
than this for the renewal of impaired vigour, or the alleviation 
of the racking sense of pain ; a state by which, as proved by the 
grateful experience of multitudes, functional disorders of the 
worst and most obstinate character have been repeatedly ar- 
rested; the progress of those maladies, through which the 
mind of man sinks slowly but surely amidst the ruins of his 
shattered intellect, suspended ; and those seasons of agonizing 
endurance, which the judgment of the surgeon is compelled 
to appoint as the only means of preventing yet severer evils, 
passed either as an utter pause in consciousness, or, at worst, 
as but a troubled and a feverish dream. | 

The Hon. Capt. ScARLETT, in seconding the resolution, 
said, that after the speech they had just heard it was quite 
needless for him to detain them by any further remarks. He 
would, however, call their attention to one point, and that 
was the great economy practised in that institution, and the 
great zeal and ability, as well as gratuitous attention, of the 
medical officers. He had great pleasure in seconding the 
adoption of the report. 

The motion was carried unanimously. | 

Mr. Janson (of Exeter) moved that the Archbishop of 
Dublin and Earl Stanhope be requested to become vice- 
presidents of the Institution. The hon. speaker briefly alluded 
to the immense progress that the science of mesmerism had 


made in Exeter, and said he appeared on the present occasion 
as representative of that city.* 


* Dr. Elliotson made the request in virtue of this resolution, and the follow- 
ing are the answers of the two noblemen :— di 


р ** Merton Lodge, Slough, 


„My dear Sir, “ 30th May, 1851. 


“І shall be happy to accept the office of Vice-President of the Mesmeric 
Infirmary. 

“The practice is so dangerous in bad or careless hands that it is most im- 
portant it should be patronized and efficiently superintended by the trustworthy. 

To hold back from it because there are dangers attending it, is to leave it 
in the worst hands. 


„ trust the Institution will, eventually, accomplish much more than the 
immediate relief of the patients who apply to it. 

** There are two other most important results which I think it may be the 
means of bringing about: (I) the training of some well-qualified persons as pro- 
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Mr. PARKER (of Exeter), said he had much satisfaction 
and pleasure in seconding the resolution which Mr. Janson 
had proposed. Being entirely a stranger to the audience 
with two exceptions only, he had to claim their indulgence, 
as he should feel quite inadequate to the task of addressing 
them had he not to advocate the cause of truth. He came 
there to-day not to boast of what he had done in the cause of 
mesmerism ; but he came to render an account of his labours 
as an act of homage to Dr. Elliotson, their leader and general, 
“whose deeds of heroism have not been celebrated at the 
cannon-mouth nor bathed in the tears of the widow." Al- 
though he held no public appointment, he had enjoyed the rare 
privilege of being assisted by Mr. Janson,—that noble spe- 
cimen of the human race on his left hand. When he told 
them that he had performed upwards of twenty of the most 
painful operations on the eye whilst the patients were under 
his (Mr. Janson’s) mesmeric influence, they need only look at 
him to recognize his very large organ of Benevolence. There 
is another friend to mesmerism whose presence here to-day he 
(Mr. Parker) could have wished, and as Mr. Janson fancies 
there is a kind of free-masonry between mesmerisers, he 
(Mr. Parker) had the privilege of calling Mr. Luxmoore 
a brother mason as well as a brother mesmeriser, whose 
noble deeds he need only mention. He (Mr. Luxmoore) has 
mesmerised a patient under his (Mr. Parker’s) care for five 
years and a half, from three, six, nine, and even thirteen hours 
a day, with few intermissions. The sufferings of this patient 
had been so severe that he had been obliged to bleed her 
eight hundred times in the course of nineteen years as the 


ошу palliative remedy, and she is now quite restored to health 


by mesmerism. Whatever objections the fastidious may find 
in public exhibitions of mesmerism, he begged to offer them 
some compensation in the following results. Having had 
mesmeric séances at his own house for several years past, 
(twice, three times, and often four times a week,) at which 


Sessional mesmerisers ; of which there is a great want: (2) the discovering of 


some valuable medical clairvoyants. S an 
| ** Believe me, dear Sir, yours very "x d 


“ i 
28th, 1851. 
** Dear Dr. Elliotson d d 
I beg to assure you that I gladly and gratefully accept e ОТНИ 
honour which is proposed to me of becoming a Vice-President of fi Я the pros- 
Infirmary, and that no person can feel more interested than myself in ана 
perity of that most admirable Institution, or can be more deeply impre | 
the conviction of its шайлы importance. <“ Very faithfully yours, 
iis / MM „ STANHOPE.’ 
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from 30 to 70 persons had been gratuitously admitted, he and 
his mesmerisers had produced some of the phenomena of mes- 
merism on nearly 1,200 persons out of a population of 35,000 
inhabitants. In conducting these investigations he had had 
two objects in view; the first, to examine the variety of phe- 
nomena; the second, to provide patients for operations. 
During the last eight months he had extracted upwards of 
thirty teeth whilst the patients were in the mesmeric sleep and 
unconscious of pain. From ten to seventy persons had been 
present at almost every operation. Multitudes had had their 
toothache cured, without extraction, and various other pains 
removed at his séances. Irregularities of the female system 
had been relieved in hundreds of cases. He would tres- 
pass on the audience to mention one case in particular, illus- 
trating the glorious triumph of mesmerism, that of a young 
gentleman, 16 years of age, whose father is at present and 
has been for four years in an asylum; his grandmother 
died deranged. This young gentleman was at school, in May, 
1850, at a country town, 10 miles from Exeter, and being, 
very zealous to win a prize, studied so hard as to become 
deranged. The medical attendant of the father considered 
the son's case, after fourteen days’ treatment, hopeless. 
Whilst in this state the patient had torn every nail off his 
hands from their roots; and being in this miserable and 
hopeless state, the mother flew as the last resource to mes- 
merism. Her only child had passed the whole of the four- 
teenth night in violent delirium. As soon as he (Mr. Parker) 
and his mesmeriser reached the country town, his mesmeriser 
soon induced mesmeric sleep, and they had the opportunity of 


Eu. bringing him (the patient) the whole way to Exeter in a quiet 
d state, in an omnibus ; and after eleven days’ perseverance, they 
ECT. . had the gratification of restoring his intellect, and in the 


peret." course of a few weeks he was quite restored to health and has 
B - | remained wellever since. In answer to an observation from 
A Mr. Hollings he begged to offer the result of his experience. 
E He had found a relay of mesmerisers succeed in relieving the 
most desperate and forlorn cases, and the last moments of 


E many of his patients had been soothed by mesmerism: in 
E. | Д fact, the last words that some of his patients had uttered, had 
po . been to thank Mr. Parker for having administered the com- 
E fort of mesmerism in their dying moments. He could not 
E. T expect the audience to sympathize with him for the base 


calumny he had received. He dared not trust himself to 
EV describe it. 'The conduct of persons who would wish to be 
еа thought to be guided by the genial spirit of Christianity had 
ES oe even surpassed the iniquitous bigotry of the Inquisition, and 
more resembied the remorseless cannibal, What had been 


18 Mesmeric Infirmary, 


said there to-day he wished to be recorded by his children’s 
children, as the truth of mesmerism must prevail. It mi 
meet with obstacles; it could never be defeated, It put а]] 
other doctrines into the shade, 14 was, in fact, that 
electric light that would conduct the human race to the intel- 
lectual oasis before them. Mr. Wakley, in his Lancet, once 
compared him to a Phenix: but he (Mr. Parker) knew that 
he had not been burnt and revived from his ashes, but had 
lived twenty years in his house without its having yet been 
on fire. 

The motion was then carried. 

It was then moved by Mr. Rosxxrsox, and seconded by 
Mr. Buices, that ladies be added to the committee during the 
ensuing year. 

This was also unanimously agreed to. 

Dr. Elliotson was then re-clected Treasurer. 

Dr. Svwzs next proposed that the following address be 
presented to Dr. Elliotson :— 
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common relations with a new and universal law. In this 
Institution, and in the Mesmeric Infirmary at Bristol and 
Exeter, and in the Mesmeric Hospital at Calcutta, to the last 
of which the direct countenance and support of Government 
have been extended, the employment of mesmerism has been 
attended with advantages which the most sanguine of its ad- 
vocates could hardly have dared to anticipate. In all these 
Institutions the severest and most inveterate maladies have 
been arrested and cured, the dumb have been made to 

the deaf to hear, the blind to see, and the lame to walk; the 
sick, the imsane, the wretched and despairing have been 
restored to comfort and health; and while not a few opera- 
tions have been conducted to a successful termination under 
its soothing influence in this country, in the Calcutta hos- 
pital more particularly hundreds have been subjected in a 
state of perfect unconsciousness and tranquillity to capital 
operatations of the gravest kind, in not one of which has the 
employment of this anzsthetic been attended with other than 
beneficial results; results only less marvellous than the per- 
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they could not pay him a better homage than to bear Witness 
to his zeal and energy in the investigation of a science on 
which his genius and acumen have been the means of shed. 
ding so much light. He (Dr. Ashburner) was quite unpre- | 
pared to address the meeting, but could not allow the occasion } 
to pass without adding his little tribute of cordial respect for 
the man whom he was sure they would unanimously address 
in the terms so well conceived in the paper Dr. Symes had 
presented to them. 
Mr. Arex. J. Exxis (of Bristol) in supporting the motion, 
remarked upon the silence of preceding Speakers with respect 
to one eminent quality in Dr. Elliotson, which was compara- 
tively rare, but was of the utmost importance to investigators, 
and especially to mesmeric investigators. To these Dr. 
Elliotson was in this respect not merely a teacher, but a 
model ; he did not merely shew them the path, but he pursued 
it himself. It happened curiously enough that it was this 
very quality for which he received the least credit from the 
world in general; or rather, he was given credit for a pre- at 
cisely opposite quality, and it was therefore due to him that 
the truth should be publicly spoken. Dr. Elliotson is a re- 
markably slow believer. So far from being the mere theorist 
which his detractors assume him to be, he is a patient investi- 
gator, who will not allow himself to be led away by appear- 
ances, and who never asserts a fact on his own authority till 
he has thoroughly and carefully established it for himself. 
He (Mr. Ellis) could speak from long personal acquaintance, 
and from a knowledge of his writings. It was of the utmost 
importance that this course should be pursued by mesmerisers 
generally. A theory may be combatted by arguments: a 
fact established on the evidence of a careful experimenter 1s 
‘incontrovertible. The science of mesmerism is still in the 
stage of collecting facts: the theory will follow in time. But 
we must know the what, before we can pretend to tell the 
how. It is a blessing which mesmerisers enjoy above s 
other investigators, that while they are, scientifically элют 
ing, merely discovering facts and processes in 5 
instituting experiments for their own private satisfaction, 1 
are practically doing an immense amount of good E vi 
fellow men, and gratifying the most disinterested benevo > : 
at every stage of their enquiry. Mesmerism is the m 
pursuit of the acutest philosopher and the warmest p 
thropist. 
The address was unanimously agreed to, and presented to 
Dr. Elliotson amidst marks of the greatest ee ы 
dv. Dr. Елллотѕомх returned thanks; and, a vote of is 
<a having been given to the chairman, the meeting separated. 
„„ FINIS. 
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donverston ne tnoup : ot De out OF place if he briefly 
narrated the circumstances under which it took place. He had 
been for years a very great sufferer from rheumatic gout, and 
one day a clergyman, a friend of his, came to him with a smile 
on his face and said to him,‘ You can be cured," He (Lord 
Ducie) replied that he was very glad of it, and his friend, who 
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This was correct; but knowing that in a part of the 


field grain had been sown at a different period, he asked her if 
ghe was sure that the whole of it had been cut. She replied that 


